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ADVERTISEMENT, 


+HEN thé firft Part of this Volume was 


publithed, feveral citciimftances led me 


to be apprehehfive that I fhould not be able’to 
finith the rethainiig Parts with all the regu- 
larity I could have wifhed. But I little ima- 
gined, that the interruption would have been 
unavoidably protracted for fo long atime. Af- 
ter the delay which neceffarily took place, Ihave . 
thought jt better to publifh the whole remain- 
der of the Volume at once, than in three 
feparate Parts. And I now propofe, that, in 
place of Quarterly Numbers, this Publication . 
fhall hereafter be continued under the form of 
an Annual Volume. But it may in future hap- © 
pen, that from the want either of time or ma- 
terials, I fhall not be able to accomplith my in- 
tentions even on this plan. In that event | 
fhall probably, as on the prefent occafion, pu- 
blith in one Volume materials colle€ted during 


two or even more years. ‘To enable me, how- 


ever, to conduct this Publication in future with 


rer 


that regularity which is to be wifhed for, I beg © 
Jeave to take this opportunity of foliciting the _ 
Affiftance 
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iv 
Affiftance of all who are zealous for the Ini- 
provement of Medicine, and for the Exten- 
fion of ufeful Knowledge, but particularly of 
thofe whofe Remarks have formerly enriched 
this Work. The continuance of that affiftance 
will be confidered as a particular favour by their 
moft obedient Servant, 


ANDREW DUNCAN, 


Edinburgh, May 12.1783. 
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TO THE 


Reapers of the Medical Commentaries. 


GENTLEMEN, 


A, T the commencement of the laft volume 
of thefe Commentaries, a change was 

inade in the title page, for reafons with which I 
reckoned it unneceflary to trouble you. When 
I then, however, aflumed to myfelf the eompi- 
lation of a work which had formerly been pre- 
fented to the public as coming from the hands 
of a fociety, I obferved that the execution of the 
tafk I had undertaken would not hereafter be 
more dependent on my own exertions than it 
had been formerly. And accordingly, I have. 
not been difappointed either in aid from corre- 
fpondents at a diftance, or in permanent aflift- 
ance from fome medical friends at this place. 
Notwithftanding this, however, it is now incum- 
berit on me to folicit your indulgence for the 
Aa irregular 
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irregular manner in which the publication has 
been conduéted during laft year. 

This has in fome meafure arifen from circum- 
{tances which it was impoflible for me to pre- 
vent. But it has alfo, in part proceeded from 
my poftponing, on different occafions, the con- 
duct of this undertaking, to engagements of a 
more urgént nature, and which did not admit 
‘of delay. And although it is my intention to 
continue this publication with as much regula- 
rity as 1 am able, yet I cannot promife that fi- 
milar caufes may not hereafter be produ‘tive of 
fimilar interruptions. May I therefore hope, that 
you will neither be difappointed nor offended 
fhould fuch irregularities again occur.’ 

I flatter myfelf, however, that whatever irre- 
gularities may take place, will in no degree dimt- 
nifh the utility of this work. I am fully fenfible, 


that if the materials and opportunities of informa- | 


_ tion which I poffefs, were in the hands of any one 
of greater abilities, and morc leifure, the advanta- 
ges to be derived from a careful perufal of thefe 
Commentaries might be much increafed. As 
far, however, as ‘my time or talents can afford 


fatisfaction to the liberal and candid mind, they 


fhall be exerted with unremitting induftry. Such 
| exertions 
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exertions will be a more powerful apology for fu- 
ture imperfections in this work, than any thing 
elfe that could be urged. And while I employ this 


argument for foliciting your indulgence, I hope 
it may alfo have fome weight in procuring your 


affiftance. When faés occur to you in prac- 


tice, which, while they convey ufeful informa- 
tion to yourfelves, may alfo be inftructive to 
others; the tranfmiffion of thefe for publication 
in the Medical Commentaries, will confer a fin- 


_ gular obligation on 


Your molt obedient Servant, 


EDINBURGH, 
June 3. 1781. 


ANDREW DUNCAN, 
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Account of New Books. 
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Differtatio de utilitate Eleétrifationis in Arte Medi- 
ca, feu in curandis Morbis. Auéfore Joanne 
Bohadich. Prage & Drefdz. 


HE treatife before us we find divided into 
four different chapters. © 
I. De effe&tu vis electric in diverfis corpoe 
tibus. 
Il. De 
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II. De theoria morborum in quibus electri- 
fatio potiffiimum adhibenda eft. 

TH. De therapeia hemiplegiz.. 

IV. De obfervationibus hemiplegicorum per 
electrifationem curatorum. 

In the firft of thefe, our Author enumerates 
a great many experiments on the various effects 
of electricity on different fluids and folid bodies; 
by all of which, ig appeared evident that ele¢ctri- 
city, when applied to any fubftance for the fpace 
of feveral hours, has a confiderable influence in 
producing a diminution of its weight. 

Of thefe experiments we fhall here prefent 

our readers with a fhort view. 

Four ounces of river-water being put into a 
glafs veffel of four inches diameter, and being 
kept in an eleétrified ftate for the fpace of five 


hours, was in that time found to have loft eight. 


grains of its weight ; whereas, the fame quantity 


_ of water, contained in a. veffel of the fame fize, 


to which electricity was not applied, in the fame 
{pace of time loft only three grains of its weight. 
The fame experiment being repeated, with 


the water contained''in a tin inftead of a glafs 


veffel, the refult was found to be exactly fimilar, 
with this difference, that the water in the elec- 
trified 
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trified tin veffel, in the fame fpace of time, was 


found to have loft ten grains wr its weight in 
place of eight. © 
In the fame fpace of time, and i in ‘fimilar cir- 
cumftances, the following articles being kept in 
an electrified ftate, were affected as follows : 
Four ounces of olive oil, - loft nothing. - 
| of vinegar, - three grains. 
of water impregna-_ 
ted with nitre,  three'grains. 


of new milk, four grains. 
of urine, - nine grains. 
of fpirit of turpentine, ten grains. 
of fpirit of wine, _—iten grains. 


of vol. fp. of falamm. thirteen gr. 
The fame experiments were repeated with the 
fame liquids contained in veffels of lefs diame- 
ters, when the quantity of fluid loft by evapo- 
ration was found to diminifh in proportion. to 


the fize of the veffel made ufe of. 


A pear weighing about four ounces and a 
half, being kept in an eleArified ftate for the 
{pace of full five hours, loft fix grains of its ori- 
ginal weight; whereas a pear of exaétly the 


fame weight, to which no electricity was appli- 
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ed, did not in that fpace of time lofe any of its 


weight. 
A piece of dried oak wood being kept in a 
fimilar electrified ftate for the fame fpace of |e * 
time, did not lofe any of its original weight. ’ 
bundle of iron keys, - loft nothing. 
Two new laid eggs, - two grains. 
_ A piece of new-baked bread, three grains. 7 ‘ 
A piece of raw beef, - three grains, = 
A piece of boiled beef, four grains. 
A piece of moift fponge, - fix grains. he 
A branch of grapes, feven grains. 
From thefe our Author draws the following 
t That ele€tricity enereafes the natural eva- 


poration of liquids, unlefs fuch liquids are pof- 
fefled of a very great degree of vifcidity, as is — 
the cafe, he obferves, with olive oil. 
2. That this encreafe in the evaporation of li- 
quids, produced by eleétricity, is in proportion 
to their degree of volatility. By 
3. That eleétricity in this refpect acs with 
greater influence on fluids contained in metallic 
_ than on thofe contained in glafs veffels. ; 
4- That this encreafe of evaporation produced 
+ by eleétricity on liquids, is in proportion to the 
extent 
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extent of their furfaces on aad to the atmo- 
fphere; and 

5. That eleétricity has an evident effec in di- 
minifhing the weight even of folid bodies, when 
fuch a quantity of moifture is contained in 
them as is neceflary for the ect of evapo- 
ration. 

Our Author now proceeds to thew; that elece 
tricity being applied for fome time to veffels re- 
plete with fluids, an encreafed difcharge of their 
contents is thereby always produced; as a proof 
of which, the following experiment is related. 

Let a common egg be perforated at one end, 


fo as to difcharge all its contents, both the white 


and yolk ; and a fiphon being introduced, fo as 
not to touch the bottom of the egg, let’ it be 
completely filled with water, and then weighed. 
The egg is then to be emptied by making the 
water pafs through the fiphon, and by weighing 
again it may be known exaétly what quantity 


"\ of water is difcharged in a giventime. ‘The 


egg is now to be filled again, and on being elec- 
trified for fome hours, the water contained in it 
will be found to flow with much greater rapi- 
dity than when no electricity was applied. This 
experiment, however, we are ‘informed will not 
fucceed, 
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fucceed, if inftruments are ufed of larger oe 
cities than thofe defcribed. 
_ That the vegetation of plants is conidersbly 
increafed by the proper application of electricity 
has long been known ; as a proof of which, the 
following experiment is related by our Author. 
Two veffels exaly fimilar being filled with 
earth, the fame quantity of muftard feed was 
fown in each, and both being placed upon the 
fame bench, a quantity of water was now and 
then f{prinkled upon them. This was done on 
the goth of Odober. 
On the 11th, one of the veffels was electrified 
at different times for the fpace of ten hours. In 
other refpeéts the treatment of both continued 
to be exactly the fame. ) 
On the 13th, the eleétrified veffel pufhed 
forth three plants of muftard, but no appearance 
of vegetation was obfervable in the other. This 
evening electricity was again applied for the 
{pace of three hours to the veflel formerly elec- 
trified. 
- On the 14th, new plants of muftard were ob- 
 ferved.in the electrified veffel, while one only 
appeared in the other. The former was this 
day again electrified for the fpace of five hours. 
The 
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The fame kind of management was continu- 
ed till the 19th, when all the feed in the eletri- 
fied pot was found ‘to’ have produced plants ; 
and thefe at leaft four times the length of thofe 
in the other ; while in this laft too, only three ” 
plants were found to have fprung from all the 


. feed that was fown. We are here told too, that 


this difference in the procefs of vegetation could 
not arife from the feed in the one pot being 
good and the other bad; for no choice had 
been made, and in faét the feed in the pot which 
was not clettrified did at laft all germinate. 
The fame experiment we are informed has been 


repeated on different plants, and uniformly with . 


a fimilar refult. | 

In another fection of this chapter, various ex- 
periments are related, all tending to thew, that 
electricity has a confiderable influence in pro- 
moting the natural perfpiration of animais. 
Thefe experiments were made with whelps, pi- 
geons, and other animals ; and an increafed de- 
gree of perfpiration was always found to be pro- 
duced by the application of electricity. 

In the 2d and 3d chapters of this Work, our 
Author delivers the theory of hemiplegia; and 
in the 4th and Jaft chapter, fome cafes are rela- 

ted, 
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ted, in which the good effets of eledtricity inf 


the cure of hemiplegia were very evident. 

A chairman, 20 years of age, of a tall ftature 
and corpulent habit of body, had for ten years 
~ been afflicted with hemiplegia. He could not 


walk even with the afliftance of a crutch, but — 


with great difficulty. The eye of the affected 
fide was become altogether ufelefs ; and the eye 
of the oppofite fide was now fo weak as to put 
it out of his power to read fimall printed books. 
‘The hand of the paralytic fide was very feeble 
in its motions, and had loft almoft entirely the 
fenfe of feeling; and together with thefe and 
other fymptoms of hemiplegia the patient was 
much tormented with lumbago. 

May 29. He was this day elettrified for the 
{pace of half an hour, by taking fparks from the 
hand and fingers of the arm affeéted; and like- 
- wife from the eye of the difeafed fide. 
zoth. The patient flept better than ufual laft 
night. He was this day ele¢trified as before ; 
and the weak fide was ordered to be well rub- 
bed at bed-time with warm cloths. | 

June 4. The electricity was {till continued ; 


one conftant effect of it, was a confiderable flow o 


of tears. He now could diftinguith even {mall 
| objects, 
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objects, and could walk with much greater eafe 
than before. 

a7th. The electricity was hitherto continued ; 
the patient got gradually better, and is at this 


_ time perfe@tly well. The eye, of which he lof 


the ufe many years ago, ftill continues indeed in 
the fame ftate. Other three cafes are after- 
wards related by our Author, in which the ef- 
fects of eleftricity in the cure of this diforder 
were very remarkable; and we fhall conclude 
our account of this Work by a fhort account of 
one of them. | 
A young man, 15 years of age, had laboured 
under a hemiplegia from his infancy; and a 
great variety of remedies had been had recourfe 
to, but with no effe&. The arm and leg of the 
left fide were much emaciated ; fome degree of 
feeling ftill remained ; but the arm was fo debi- 
litated, that the hand could neither grafp nor re- 


tain any thing. 


On the 8th of June, electricity was tried, and 
was continued almoft daily till the 2oth. 

On the 13th, the affected arm was become 
fomewhat ftronger, and prickling pains were | 
felt in it through the night. | 
On 
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On the 17th, the arm was become ftronger; 
and had even begun to receive an increéafe in 
bulk. 

By the 17th of July he was almoft well ; he 
could now eafily carry a weight of 30 pounds ; 
and on the 2oth he was difmiffed cured, 


Il. 


Specimen Inaugurale Medicum, fiftens experimenta | 
quadam, quibus conftitit, eas partes effe fenfu 
preditas, quibus Hallerus cum aliis quibufdam | 
omnem fentiendi facultatem cum irritabilitate de- | 
negat. Auctore \gnatio Radniczky. 4to. Prage. © 


EvERAL years ago a doctrine was introduced | ‘sf 
to the world, by the late celebrated Haller a 
and his difciples, tending to prove, that the ten- 
dons, periofteum, dura mater, and fome other 
membranous parts, are all deftitute of fenfation. |; PS 
Various anfwers have been publifhed to this opi- | a 
nion; but as the Work now before us enters @ 
more fully upon this inveftigation than any we | 
- have met with, and as the Author’s ideas are all 
fupported by a feries of well conducted experi- 
ments, we fhall therefore give a particular detail 
of 
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of fuch of a8, to. be moft conclu 
“Thie Work i is divided i into ke fe€tions :. The 
firlt is entitled, De tendinibys ;, the fecond,..De 
periofteo &: pericranio ;. the third, De dura & 
pia, matre ; and apenas De rare & peri- 
tonzo. 


A middle fized dog. was the fubject of the firft 


of thefe experiments ; which was performed, we 
are told, in the prefence of profeflor M‘Niven, 


and feveral other Members of the Univerfity.. 
The aaimal being properly fecured, the fkin. 
was cut, in a longitudinal direction, along the © 
courfe of tle tendo Achillis, During this inci- 
fion, the dog appeared to bein very great pain; 
it was obferved, however, that although he did 
not complain, either upon puncturing or cutting 
off a piece of tkin previoufly feparated from the 


i 7 parts below, yet that the pain was conftantly re- 


newed, on attempting to diffeét a portion of fkin 
not yet detached from the contiguous parts. 
The tendon with. its fheath being now laid 


| bare, a ery light, degree of irritation with a 


needle, 
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needle, was found to produce a great degree of 
pain ; but leaft any fallacy might occur from the 
tendon ftill remaining covered with its vagina, 
it was at laft perfeétly denuded, when the fame 
degree of irritation was attended with the fame 
effet as before. A needle being pufhed into 
the fubftance of the tendon, evidently occafioned’ 


very fevere pain; and the needle being allowed 


to remain there for fome time, it was afterwards 
found in withdrawing it, that the animal com- 
plained feverely on its being in the leaft degree 
moved. Violent figns of ‘pain too, occurred on 


dividing, even with a cutting inftrument, a few 
of the fibres of this tendon. 


In the eighth experiment on this fubje&, the 
tendon of one of the mufcles in the leg of a horfe 
was laid entirely bare ; and it was uniformly: ob- 
ferved, that on punéturing the tendon with a 


"needle, the animal made violent exertions, in or- 
der to extricate -himfelf from ‘his confinement. 
The fame degree of fecling, however, did not 


feem to occur from cutting off a flice entirely 


from any portion of the tendon. 


_ In experiment ninth, the external oblique 
mufcle of the abdomen in a dog was laid bare’; 


and, on the —— of oil of vitriol to the - 
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aponeyrofis of that mufcle, enly a flight degree 


of uneafinefs feemed to enfue; but the animal 

appeared evidently to fuffer the moft violent pain, 

either from prefling thefe two parts between two. 
my fharp bodies, or from ne them with ‘a 

lancet. 

In the twelfth, aia laft of this 
fef&tion which we mean to communicate, there i 18 
related the cafe-of a foldier, whofe hand had 
© been fo feverely cut as to induce over the whole 
@ of it a tedious dangerous fuppuration ; and on 
@ the matter being evacuated, fome of the tendons 
of the fingers, particulatly thefe of the perforans 
7 and perforatus mufcles, were laid entirely bare. 
In this cafe, we are told, the fenfibility of ten 
By dons appeared to be great indeed ;: for although 
s the patient was. of a robuft conftitution, yet if by 
i b accident, at any of the dreflings, thefe tendons 
'® happened to be touched by the probe, even in 
% the moft gentle manner, the moft violent pain, 
& to-fuch a degree almoft as to induce fainting, 
was inftantaneoufly produced. From thefe, and 
various other experiments on the fame fubjeét, 
no doubt, our Author thinks, can remain of ten- 

dons being poffeffed of a confiderable de- | 

gree of fenfibility. 
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Sect. Il. De Periofteo, atque Pericranio. 


Experiment I. A middle fized dog 
being properly fecured, the teguments of the § 
thorax were diflected off, leaving the ribs cove. | 
red with the periofteum only. On beginning to § 
feparate the periofteum from the bone, the dog § 
complained feverely ; he became again quiet on | 
defifting from the operation; but a very violent | 
degree of pain feemed always to. be induced } 
fo foon as the fcalpel was again applied to the (7 
periofteum. 

ExPERIMENT NK. The fame experi- 
ment with the foregoing was put in prattice with q 


a horfe, and the refult was exaétly fimilar, the a 
horfe always exhibiting certain figns of his fuffer- x 


ing feverely, as foon as any attempt was made | 
upon the periofteum. 


Experiment Ill. The pericranium) 


of a dog being denuded of the common tegu- | 
ments, the animal complained flightly on any at- § 


with a lancet ; on touching it with lapis infer- 


nalis, a more fevere degree of pain feemed 
to enfue ; but the moft violent torture was in; | 


duced by the application of a fingle drop of oil | = 


4 
} tempt being made to irritate that membrane 
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of vitriol. The pericranium being rubbed with 
a {ponge immerfed in cold water, likewife created 
‘a great degree of pain. 

Experiment IV. The periofteum inthe 
leg of a dog being laid perfeétly bare, by diffec- 
ting off the common teguments, mufcles, and ten- 
dons, avery violent degree of pain was found to be 
induced, by endeavouring to feparate the perio- 


~ fteum from the bone. This was likewife the cafe 


by applying butter of antimony to the furface of 
that membrane. 

EXPERIMENTS V. and Vi. sei all 
that were made upon this fubjet, tended to 


fhew evidently, that the periofteum is poffef- 


fed of a very confiderable degree of fenfibili- © 
ty. Independently of the refult of thefe experi- 
ments, by which the fenfibility of the periofteum 


appears to be confiderable, the idea, our Author 


obferves, is fufficiently confirmed, merely by the 


- common and well known effe&t which inflamma- 


tion always produces on that membrane; no 
part of the body when in an inflamed ftate, be- 
ing attended with more bes pain than the 
periofteum. 


Sect. 
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Sect. Il]. De Dura atque Pia Matre. 


ExpPERIMENT I. The fkin and other 
teguments being diffected from the fide of a 
dog’s head, the trepan was applied, fo as to lay 
the dura mater entirely bare. In this ftate the 
membrane was gently fretted with the point of 
a fcalpel, and fome degree of pain was thereby 
produced ; but a more evident and more violent 
degree of it fucceeded to the application of the 
vitriolic acid. 

ExPeRIMENT II. The fame experiment 
with the preceding was repeated upon other two 


‘dogs; and in both, the moft violent degree of : 
pain appeared to be produced by the application =F 
of the vitriolic acid to the dura mater. 

EXPERIMENT III, Ina girlten yearsof 
age, whofe fkull had been fo much fractured as 
to render it neceflary to take away different por- |)” 


tions of it, by which a very confiderable part of || 
- ‘the dura mater was laid quite bare, the moft vio- : 
lent degree of pain was produced at the different 
dreflings, when, either inadvertently or by de- 
fign,: that membrane to be prefled 
upon, 
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With refpeét to the pia mater, our Author does 
not adduce any dire&t experiments in proof of 
_ its fenfibility ; but as the external covering of the 
brain, the dura mater, is evidently poffeffed of a 
confiderable degree of fenfibility, and as the pia 
inater he fuppofes to be equally well furnifhed 
with nerves, he therefore thinks it extremely 
probable, that it muft poffefs no {mall thare of 
fenfibility. | 


Sect. 1V. De Pleura & Peritonao. 


ExPreriMENT I. The pleura of a horfe 
being laid bare, and the animal being again fuf- 
ficiently quiet after the terror occafioned by 
the diffection of the teguments and intercoftal 
mufcles, fuch a degree of pain was produced, — 
merely by touching that membrane with the 
point of a finger, that the horfe jumped as if he 
had beea convulfed. 

EXPE RIMENT II. On repeating the fame 
experiment upon a dog, the diftance between the | 
ribs was too inconfiderable to admit of the inter- 
coftal mufcles being properly feparated from the 
pleura, in order, therefore, to prevent all manner 
of fallacy from any mufcular fibres remaining un- 

divided, 
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divided, the point of a {calpel was pufhed into the 
cavity of the cheft, and afterwards made to prefs 
‘back and rub upon the internal furface of the 
pleura; and even in this manner fuch a degree 
of pain was produced, as made it almoft impof- 


fible for four people to retain the dog in his place. 3 
ExPERIMENT III. The fame experiment 


being repeated upon other two 
_ was found to be the fame. 
EXPERIMENT IV. The tegumenits ‘and ai 


mufcles of the abdomen in a dog being cut open, / 
by an incifion along the courfe of the linea alba, ott 
the peritoneum was thus laid bare ; and as foon “¢ 
-as the animal had recovered from the fright he Be: 
had been put into, thé peritoneum was flightly 
touched with a piece of timber wet with oil of | > 
vitriol. . He inftantly thereafter began to breathe 
and moan fo ftrongly, that a rupture was pro- | 4 


duced in the peritoneum, at which all the inte- 
{tines were immediately protruded. 


V. The fame experiment 


with the preceding being repeated, not only in a 
dog, but in other animals, was uniformly found — 
to be attended with a fimilar refult. 

Our Author however acknowledges, that thefe 
experiments upon the ste were by no 
means 
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means fo conclufive as thofe upon the pleura and 
other parts, before related ; for this membrane 
being fo very thin.and delicate as to burft very 
foon after the application of the cauttic, its effets 
were thereby rendered lefs obvious than they o- 
therwife probably might have been. Upon the 
whole, however, he concludes, that the tendons, _ 
periofteum, pericranium, dura mater, and pleura, 
appear evidently to poflefs a wr confiderable de- 
gree of fenfibility. 


Ill. 


Obfervations on the different Methods of Treating © 
the Venereal Difeafe. By William Deate, Sur- 
geon to the United Hofpitals of St Nicholas and 
St Catharine, Dublin. 


S the Work now before us is divided into 
different fections, we fhall here give a ge- 
neral account of their contents, and fhall after- 


wards fele& from each of them fuch parts as ap- 
pear to be of moft importance. 


The introduction exhibits a view of the opi. 


-‘nions of the moft refpectable authors on the t treat- 


ment of the venereal difeafe. 


Secr. 
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Sect. I. Contains a general defcription of the 
venereal difeafe, and its propagation. | 

Sect. ll. Treats of a clap, and the method of 
curing it. 


Sect. III. Of the inflation of the penis, phy- _ 


mofis, and paraphymofis. 

Sect. IV. Of the fwelled tefticle. 

Sect. V. Of buboes. | 

Sect. VI. Of the venereal ftrangury ; and 

Sect. VII. Of the confirmed pox. 

Mr Deafe having in the firft fe€tion given.a 
general defcription of the venereal difeafe, pro- 
ceeds in the next fection to the confideration of 
the clap and its treatment. It has been advan- 
ced, he fays, by many refpetable authors, par- 
ticularly by Aftruc, Van Swieten, and Fordyce, 
that in cafes of clap the running proceeds from 
an ulceration either. in the cells of the urethra, 
Cowper’s glands, proftate gland or vefficulz femi- 
anles; but our Author is of a very different opini- 
on, for on diffecting the bodies of fuch as actually 
died with a running upon them, he never found 

_that any.of thefe parts were affected in the man- 
ner which thofe authors defcribe, the difeafe ap- - 
., Pearing to confift folely in an abrafion of the na- 
tural mucus of the urethra, produced either by 
an 
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an excoriation or inflammatory affection of the 
membrane lining the paflage. 

The principal. difference in claps, he thinks, 
depends on the degree of inflammation which 
occurs; and he afferts from experience, that 
thofe claps which, in the beginning, are attend- 
ed with a {mart degree of inflammation, are 
commonly more eafily cured than thofe wherein — 
the inflammatory fymptoms are more trifling. 

In the firft or inflammatory ftage of a clap, 
the treatment here recommended refts entirely 
on a plentiful ufe of diluent drinks, which, by 
encreafing the quantity of urine, anfwers better 
we are told, than any inje€tion, for clearing the . 
_ urethra of the matter colleéed in it: The pa- 
tient, at the fame time, 1s defired to bathe or | 
foment the parts affected pretty frequently ; 
he muft alfo, however, take care to keep his 
belly eafy by any of the cooling purgatives. 
General blood-letting, as advifed by many in this 
— ftage of the difeafe, has never by our Author 
been found neceflary ; and. he exclaims greatly 
againft the ufe of opiates, having uniformly 
found, that they rendered patients much worfe 
after the temporary eafe which they commonly 
‘procure was over. 


Our 
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Our, Author is by no means a favourer of 
thefe irritating injections, which of late have 
been fo commonly recommended in this difor- 

der; the only injection he advifes is a mercurial 
 folution, wherein crude mercury is fufpended in 
fome watery medium by means of gum arabic. 
By the ufe of this injeGion, at the fame time 
that the patient is put upon a gentle courfe of a 
mild mercurial pill, the diforder we are told will 
in general be very much fhortened ; and we need 
be under no apprehenfions, our Author remarks, 
of thus prematurely fuppreffing the running, or of 
laying the foundation for callofities or ftric- 
tures; for this injeCtion, he fays, poffefles no 
aftringent quality, but fpecifically as it were 
heals any excoriation with which the membrane 
of the urethra may be affected. 

For the cure of a gleet, our Author recom- 
mends fea-bathing, chalybeate waters, tonic re- 
medies in general, with abftinence from excef- 
five venery, at the fame time that a fuitable re- 
gimen is attended to; but ‘when it fo happens 
_ that a gleet or running is kept up by an ulcer 


in the urethra, we are then defired'to have re-_ | 


courfe to bougies. | 
| Th 
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In the phymofis, when the patient is young 
and plethoric, 'the fkin hot, and the pulfe quick, 
blood-letting, our Author thinks, -will be advi- 
fable ; but he does not recommend the practice 
in any other. circumftances of the diforder. He 
refts the cure chiefly on fomenting the parts fre- 
quently with any common warm fomentation, 
in. which a confiderable quantity of Goulard’s 
extract of lead has been. mixed. Where the 
pain is fo violent as to prevent reft, a paregoric 
is advifed at night, and the patient is directed to 
have three or four ftools daily. -All local mer- 
curial preparations are defired to be avoided, for 
even the: mercurial ointment rubbed upon the - 
_ parts, exafperates amazingly every fymptom. 

In order to, prevent any matter from lodging 
between the prepuce ana glans, frequent in- 
jeCtions are recommended of lintfeed tea and 
Goulard’s extra ; and by attending properly to 
this circumftance, it very rarely happens, he ob- 
ferves, that we need have recourfe to the opera- 
tion of laying the prepuce open. 

_In the paraphymofis the fame antiphlogittic 
courfe is recommended as for the phymofis ; 
the operation of laying the ftri€ture com- 
pletely open, very feldom, if ever, becomes 

| neceflary ; 
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neceflary ; but two final incifions being made 
on each fide of the fraenum with a in fome 
cafes we are told do fervice. 

In the treatment of a fwelled eli a fpee- 
dy refolution, our author remarks, fhould be 
our chief obje& ; and as a premature fupprefli- 
on of the running is the moft general caufe of 
_ this complaint, nothing therefore fhould be.ne- 
glected.that can in: any — contribute to its 
return. 
As the fudden heasdllon of a running, in ca- 
fes of clap, depends moft frequently on the fymp- 
toms of inflammation running very high, the 
moft effectual remedies for inducing a return of 
the difcharge, are blood-letting, gentle laxatives, 
a flender regimen, reft of body, and a plentiful 
ufe of diluents. 

When treating of buboes, Mr Deafe ieien: 
that from whatever caufe they proceed, whether 
_ from an abforption of matter in cafes of chancres, _ 
or from.a premature fuppreflion of a venereal — 
running, in every event, if they can be brought 
to a laudable fuppuration, it will much facilitate 
the eafy expulfion of the virus, and abridge the 
cure. mee 
In 
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In fuch cafes, again, where buboes do not come 
kindly forward to fuppuration, and where the 
glands remain hard and indolent, it contributes 
much, he fays, to their difcuffion, that mercury be 
made to pafs immediately through them, which: 
he advifes to be done by rubbing the thigh and 
leg of the affe€ted fide with mercurial ointment. 
- Our author now proceeds to the confideration 
of the venereal ftrangury, a fymptom more to 
be dreaded, ‘as being attended with more pain 
and danger than almoft 4 other that occurs in 
this diforder. 

The feveral caufes of this connplaint may be 
reduced, Mr Deafe obferves, to the following : 
Carnofities or caruncles ; conftriations in differ- 
ent parts of the urethra, from the callous cica- 
trices of former ulcers ; venlargement of the ure- 
thral glands that ferve to feparate the mucus, ge- 

_Anerally attended with a varicofe ftate of the vef- 
fels; callous or fungous ulcers feated about the 
excretory ducts of the proftate gland, vefliculz 
feminales, and urethral glands ; an enlargement 
of the veru montanum ; and laftly, an enlarge- 

ment of the proftate gland itfelf. 

After various remarks on thefe different cau- 
fes of the difeafe, he proceeds to obferve, that 

for 
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for the cure of all of them. pragtitioners unani- 
moufly have recourfe to the bougie, a variety of: 
forms for which may be found .in moft authors. 
who have treated on this fubje&. But all of them % 
our Author obferves, are liable to one capital 
objefion, which is, that unlefs where the ob- 
ftacles in the. urethra are fuch as oppofe but a 
flight refiftance, .as. the bougies do not poffefs a 
fufficient degree of elaftic firmnefs to prevent 
their lofing their’ form, if we attempt to intro- 
duce them beyond any confiderable obftacle, they. 
bend. Or if they be infinuated by force any way 
through the ftricture, it is in a tortuous manner, 
fo that upon extraction the end appears broken 
and twifted like a cork-fcrew. This, he fays, is 
of great difadvantage, as it excites much unne- 
 ceffary pain without anfwering our intention. 

‘To obviate the confequence of thefe defects, 
Mr Deafe has for many years paft formed his 
bougies on cat-gut of a proportionable thicknefs. 
This, he fays, procures us all the advantages de- 
rived from their poffefling a proper degree of 
firmnefs and flexibility, without any danger. ei- 
ther of their breaking or becoming twifted ; 
and their introduction is at the fame time at- 

tended 
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tended with lefs oe than = of the commion 
bougies. 3 

With refpe& to the compofition of the bou- 
gie plaifter, it ought to be adapted to our inten- 
tion vf procuring a fuppuration, or of healing. 
the parts affected. Bougies, therefore, may be 
diftinguifhed into fuppurative and epulotic, and | 
the following forms are recommended by our 
Author. 

For the fuppurative ; Two ounces of old dia- 
chylon, one ounce of mercurial plaifter, and half 
an ounce of crude antimony finely levigated. 

For the epulotic; Melted wax, a pound; 
Goulard’s extract of lead, two ounces ; or, 

Half a pound of yellow wax ; olive oil, one 
pound; red lead, finely levigated, ten ounces ; 
melt over a flow fire, and boil them to a proper 
confiftence. 

At the fame time that the patient is put upon 
a continued and prudent ufe of thefe bougies, 
Mr Deafe recommends it as the fafeft practice, 
almoft in every cafe, to advife a courfe of mer-_ 
cury, fo as to fecure, with as much certainty as 
poflible, a total extinction of the venereal virus. 

In the treatment of a confirmed pox, we are 


defired by all means to ‘introduce the mercury | 
C | intended 
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intended to be ufed, in the moft gradual man- 
ner; and not to endeavour at once to throw a 
great quantity of. the medicine into the fyftem. 
Such a quantity, however, ought at lalt to be 


' introduced as to keep up a moderate fpitting, to 


the extent of two or three pints, or fo, in the 
24 hours; for as mercury, when left to its own 


natural courfe, always tends to the mouth, and 


as it muft, if once introduced to the circulation, 
find its way out either by the fkin, bowels, fali- 
vary glands, or kidneys, our Author thinks that 
it is a more eligible method, and he afferts it 
from experience to be fo, to allow the medicine 
to produce and keep up a moderate falivation, 
than to endeavour to divert its operations, as is 
commonly done, to fome other emuntory. 

In ordinary cafes of lues, he recommends fric- 


tion with mercurial ointment, as the beft and 


fafeft method of introducing mercury to the fy-_ 
{tem ; but in pocky cutaneous eruptions; in 
cafes of warts on the glans; exoftofis; and en- 
largements of the bones, the folution of corro- 
five fublimate, he fays, is preferable; and not- 


with{tanding all that has been faid againft it by 


Mr Pibrac, and various other authors, Mr Deafe 


- from his own experience, recommends it not 


only 


a 
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only as an —, but as a very fafe and eafy 
remedy. | 

Several cafes are inferted at the end of this 
Treatife, all tending to eftablifh the various 
points of practice, in which our Author, in dif- 
ferent parts of his Work, has ventured to diffent 
from thofe who have gone before him. 


IV. 


-Henr. Fridr. Delii, Prof. Erlang. ec. Differtatio 


de Taraxaco, prafertim Aqua ejufdem per Fer- 
mentationem parata, eximio ufu. 8vo. Erlang, 


“Arious fynonimes have been applied to 

the plant here taken into confideration, 

viz. taraxacum, leontodon, dens leonis, hiera- 

cium parvum, @’c. and in Britain it is knows by 
the name of dandelion. 

Dandelion is one of the moft common pro- 
duétions in this, as well as in every other coun- 
try in Europe, and is accordingly well known to 
every botanift; but,“as there are feveral varie- 


ties of the plant, and as the Author has given — 


a very particular defcription of that fpecies of 
it ufed in his experiments, we therefore think - 
C 2 it 
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it right, in order to prevent ambiguity, to copy 
over this part of the Work. 
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‘“¢ Radix fufca, ut plurimum perpendicularis, 
conoidea, digitum plus minusve crafla, pro — 
ztate plante brevior, longior, in adultis do- 
drantalis et ultra, fucco laéteo amaro turgida, 
qui fuccus recens fauciata radice, libero aéri 
expofitus, rubet.. Per medium folidus tranfit 
fic dictus nervus, fuperne, neque minus in — 
longitudine fua media, haud raro ter, quater, 
quinquies dividitur et fubdividitur radix, ita 
ut quisque truncus fua folia protrudat. 

¢ Folia oblonga, humi procumbentia, in adul- 
tis obfcurius viridia, immo in annofioribus 
magna ex parte rubefcentia; in principio e 
radice furgentia, inferius quafi amplexicaulia. 
Lata magis cofta, intus cava eft, margo folia- 
ceus. Superior et inferior fuperficies folii 
compluribus minoribus, “et facile cedentibus, 
aculeis, predita. lLeviter lanuginofa porro 
funt folia, ad utramque cofte marginem ufque 
alte incifa. Quelibet fic multoties diffedti 


folii particula iterum feepiufcule ab utroque la- 


tere incifa pennatimque fere divifa eft, et laci- 
niata, in fagittee modum definens. Folium — 
itidem fucco laéteo amaro turget. 

| Caulis, 


| 
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< Caulis, vel fi mavis, fcapus aut pedunculus 
cingitur in principio radicalibus foliis, furget 
inter ea e radice primum tenui mollugine fti- 
patus, plerumque unicus, non nodofus, non 
ramofus fi exceperis quod interdum duo vel 
tres flores infideant cauli, hinc fiat is fuperne 
bifidus, trifidus. Videmus etiam binos cau- 
les ad latera concretos, et fic parallelatim fur- 
gentes, quibus plantz fafciatee, quas Cl. Boeh- 
merus peculiari programmate nuper defcripfit, 
augeri poffent. Cavus et fiftulofus fcapus, et 
tenuis, et cylindraceus eft, externe glaber, 
longus; vidimus in pratis ulnarem, et ultra. 
Si finditur fecundum longitudinem, fponte. 
partes, elaftrorum more, convolvuntur, vel in 
{fpiras abeunt. Succum, ut radices et folia 
lateum amarum continent. An {capi folio- 


* rumque in nervo ejufque ramis rubedo, reli- 
4 


quis omnibus partibus iifdem, peculiarem va- 
rietatem efficit? vix videtur. se 

*¢ Calix duplex eft. Inferior et exterior fere 
foliaceus, brevior, tenuior, duodecim, ad vi- 


ginti quinque ufque, laciniis conftans, verfus 


inferiora pedunculi reflexus. Superior et in- 
terior tredecim vel quatuordecim, in majori- 
bus ad viginti quatuor ufque, feriebus feu la- 


= 
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cini oblongis imbricatis, conftat, primum in- 
vicem concretis, ex antequam efforuerit flos 
ipfe, fuperne in centro coéuntibus, dein de- 
hifcentibus ex explicato flore, reflexis; ubi 
defloruerit, iterum pappum ambeunt, 
donec evoluto pappo et maturis feminibus 
iterum verfus inferiora refletantur. Proxime 
inferius thalamum includunt. - Lacinias hafce 
calicis internas et fuperiores minus arte fqua- 
mas appellaveris, cum fquamatum in plantis 
ea communiter fit indoles, ut altera fquama 
alteram ex parte tegat, ¢. g- in hieraciis qui- 


bufdam, cyanis, quod fecus fe habet in noftra 
planta. 


. Flos femiflofculofus eft, plurimis fcilicet fe- 


miflofculis flavis, androgynis, denfe in orbem 
pofitis, conftat. Quilibet /emiflofculus pe- 
talum monftrat lingulam aliquam fuperne trun- 
catam, ter quaterve leviter incifam, mar- 
gine leviter rubello donatam. Ligula hac 
ambit in inferiori et fiftulofa fua parte. oe 
‘¢ Stamen quod feparatum, unicum videtur, et 
adhuc proprio involucro, fecundum longitu-| 
dinem friato, feu vagina inclufum, fuperne 
capillamentum bicorne, et polline flavo proli- 
fico confperfum. 
| “ Circum 


4 
' 
rT 
c¢ 
66 | 
€¢ 
: 


COMMENTARIES. 49 


Circum ftigma capitatum pappus adhuc te- 
* ner pofitus eft. 

“ Stilus brevis cum germine recente, piftilli 
complementum conttituente, continuus. 

Semina, quibus, olim embryonibus, ftamina 
“¢ infidebant, per maturitatem brunnea complu- 
ra, oblonga, fcabra, quatuor coftis cardina- 
libus compofita, inter qua fpatium iterum du- 
‘© obus vel tribus lineolis diftinctum eft, ut ful- 
“ cos referat. Coftz hz et linez, per.microfco- 
vile, et fuperiore parte fub pappo velut 
unguiculi incifze et echinate apparent. Ince- 

Placenta, feu thalamo punctato, Su- 
perne femine unicuique adfidet. 

Pappus in longiorem ftipitem exporrectus, 
<¢ qui ftipes nihil aliud quam ipfe ftylus eft, elon- 
«© satus ab ipfo femine, pappum ipfum in apice 
‘6 ferens, in plura filamenta ftellatim vel umbel- 
Jatim difpofitum. 

Semina heec pappofa natura vento late ubi- 
“que fparguntur. Terre autem commiflu, 

poft otto circiter dies protrudunt duo fe- 
minalia ovata, feu 

*¢ Cotyledones, prout vocantur. Tertium et 
s§ quartum foliolum, jam in margine non am- 

C4 plius 
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‘* plius integrum, fed quinque vel feptem acu- 
‘¢ minibus gaudet. Quintum et fextum incifum 
© pluries eft, et jam lacinatum folia fubfequentia 
‘* profundius, } jam et latius incifa funt, donec re- 
‘¢ liqua per ztatem eam formam adquirant quam 
fupra defcripfimus. Altero demum anno plan- 
“ tula’ ad perfectionem tendit, floret, ex quo 

6 tum’ tempore perrennis evadit.”” 

To this accurate defcription of taraxacum, 
various experiments are added, which were in- 
ftituted with a view of difcovering the moft effec- 
tual mode of obtaining the medicinal virtues of 
the plant; and upon the whole, our Author 
concludes, that the beft method of exhibiting it 
as a remedy, is in the form of a vinous diftilled 
water obtained in the following manner. 
To four pounds weight of the recent herb, 
properly bruifed, an equal quantity of beft Franc- 
fort wine was added; and a fermentation being 
induced, about a pound weight was obtained by 
diftillation, of a vinous, fpirituous, grateful, fra- 
grant water, of fomewhat a milky tinge. 

The procefs being farther continued, a confi- 
derable quantity came over, of a weak, limpid, 
fragrant water ; but this part of the produce was 
not 'fuppofed to contain fo much of the medici- 


nal 
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nal virtues of the _ as the vinous fpiritous 
water. 

This remedy is ton highly extolled by our 
Author, in every diforder where faponaceous, 
attenuating, or refolvent medicines can be of | 
ufe; particularly in afthmatic diforders, in coughs - 
proceeding from obftructions of the glands ; and 
its powers in all hydropic affections, we are told, 
are very remarkable. 

In fupport of this affertion, the cafe of a young 
lady is particularly related, who, for a confide- 
rable time, had laboured under an afcites; which, 
at the fame time, was attended with an anafarcous 
{welling over the whole body. - All-the ufual re- 
medies having been tried without any advantage, 
and the difeafe daily continuing to advance, no 
hopes of. a recovery were left ; but the remedy 
now under confideration being at laft had re- 
courfe to, great quantities of urine were thereby 
evacuated, the {welling fubfided, and a total re- 
covery was at laft effected. It was given to the 
extent of four, fix, and fometimes eight ounces 
inthe 24 hours, 

Our Author does not pretend, that the diure- 
tic powers of taraxacum is a new difcovery ; for 
{9 remarkable are its effects in promoting urine, 

that 


| 
* 
- 
« 
%, 
ii 
‘ 
~ 


42 "MEDICAL. 


that in fome diftriéts, he obferves, it is known 
the appellation of /efiminga, or piffe en lit. 


V. 


| Opienetion on the Cure of the Gonorrbea. By 
Samuel Foart Simmons, M. D. F. R. S. oe. 


London. 


S Dr Simmons here confines himfelf to the 

confideration of the gonorrheea, fuch fymp- 

toms only are taken notice of as are fuppofed to 

be mere local affections, and unconneéted with 
any general infe€tion of the fyftem. 

It has of late been afferted, that gonorrhoea 
and lues venerea are different affections, origina- 
ting from two diftin& fpecies of virus. Our Au- 
thor, however, is of a very different opinion, and 
it would be happy for mankind, he obferves, if 
the idea was well founded; but unfortunately, 
every day’s experience, in his opinion, fhews it to 
be erroneous ; for it has been proved, he alleges, 

that the matter of a chancre introduced into the 
urethra will .generate gonorrhoea ; and that 
the difcharge of a gonofrhcea will produce a 
chancre, bubo, andlues. | 
Two 
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_ ‘Two cafes are here related, in which poxes 
feemed evidently to be induced by the difcharge 
in gonorrhoea being fuppreffed by the ufe of a- 
ftringent injections ; and from which our Author 
thinks we may fafely infer, that the matter of a 
gonortheea, abforbed and carried into the fyftem, 
may generate all the fymptoms of a confirmed 
jues: That it may produce this effe&, however, he 
thinks it may perhaps be neceflary, though it is 
by no means certain, that it fhould be taken up 
from an ulcerated furface. | 
Our Author, after giving a very accurate de- 
fcription of the progrefs of the difeafe, and of its 
ufual fymptoms, proceeds to treat of the cure. 
‘There are practitioners, he remarks, who, 
fuppofing that the body poffeffes powers to expel 
the virus, and that the difeafe has a certain pe- 
riod to run, are for leaving the cure to nature ; 
or at leaft, content themfelves with affifting her 
by an antiphlogiftic regimen, gentle evacuations, 
and the like. 
That in many cafes the diforder admits of a 
natural cure, there can be no doubt; the in- 
_ creafed fecretion of the mucus carrying off the 
virus fafter than it is formed, till at length the 
infetion is wholly removed. But it is equally 
certain, 
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certain, Dr Simmons obferves, that in every cafe, 
by the application of fuitable remedies to the in- 
flamed parts, we may fhorten the duration of the 
complaint, and abridge the fufferings of the pa- 
tient, with the fame certainty and fafety as we 
are enabled to remove the effects of an ophthal- 
mia, or any other local inflammation, by proper 
topical applications : He at the fame time allows; 
however, that occafional blood-letting, a cooling 
diet, the liberal ufe of diluting liquors, and mild 
purges, are frequently ufeful, and even neceflary. 
The topical remedies here recommended, con- 
fift of different forts of injections, the ingredients 
of which are extremely various; but their modes 
of operation, Dr Simmons remarks, may be re- 
ferred to their mucilaginous and fedative, or to 
their detergent, ftimulating, and aftringent qua- 
lities. Inthe hands of fkilful praétitioners great 
advantages, he thinks, may be derived from the 
ufe of thefe remedies ; but, on the other hand, 
an improper and unfeafonable application of 

them may prove a fource of irreparable mif- 

chief to the patient. 

Such injeétions only as will tend to lubricate 
the furface of the urethra, and to counteraét and 
‘tleftroy the ftimulus of the virus, ought to be 
ufed 
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ufed in the firft ftages of the difeafe ; and by de- 
grees, as the inflammation abates, we are defired 
to add fome mild aftringent preparation to a mu- 
cilaginous and fedative injection, taking care that 
its aftringency be fuited to the ftate of the dif- 
eafe, and to the irritability of the patient. 

Of the various forms of aftringent injeCtions 
made ufe of by practitioners, our Author. gives 
the preference to mercurials ; for they are all, 
he obferves, poffeffed of more or lefs aftringency, 
and it is to this property we are to afcribe their 
effects ; the idea of their correcting the venereal 
virus having been originally introduced upon 
miftaken principles. Calomel mixed with the _ 
mucus of a gonorrheea, has no more power, he 
thinks, in deftroying the infeétious properties of 
that mucus than cerufe, or any other aftringent 
preparation ; and a diluted folution of fublimate 
- injeéted into the urethra, will, like a folution of 
verdigris or blue vitriol, conftringe the mouths 
of the lacunz ; but this is all that it will do, for 
it will never leffen the infelious nature of the 
virus. 

As gonorrhcea is very often a local affection, 
it may be imagined, our Author remarks, that 
the internal ufe of mercury is unneceffary to- 
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wards a cure. When the infeétion has been 
flight, and the inflammation and other fymptoms 
trifling, he has indeed ventured to proceed with- 
out the ufe of mercury, particularly in weak, re- 
_Jaxed, irritable habits; but, whenever the dif- 
charge is violent, the inflammation confiderable, 
or the feat of the difeafe high up in the urethra, 
a courfe of mercurials, he thinks, is always ad- 
vifeable. | 
When treating of the hernia humoralis, or 
fwelled tefticle, this fymptom, our Author re- 
marks, has been ufually fuppofed to be occafion- 
ed by a tranflation of the morbific matter to the 
tefticle, from the too fudden ftoppage of the dif- 
charge of a gonorrhea. Dr Simmons however, 
we find, has adopted a different idea, and which 
Dr Monro, in his public lectures here, has for 
many years paft endeavoured to inculcate ; viz. 
that in all fuch inftances, the fwelling of the 
tefticle is merely the effet of irritation, and of 
increafed inflammation. There are no paflages, he 
remarks, by which the morbific matter could pafs 
- from the urethra to the tefticle ; if it were taken 
up by the abforbents, inftead of pafling to the 
teftis, it would be carried to the groin, and there 
- produce buboes ; and if the {welling was occa- 
| fioned 
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fioned by the matter’s being conveyed into the 
fyftem, and thus affecting the tefticle, this gland, 
as being the fecreting organ, would be the firft 
difeafed ; whereas we conftantly find, that the 
fwelling firft begins at the vas deferens, and pro- 
ceeds backwards through the epididymis to the 
tefticle; and in many cafes, the inflammation is 
entirely confined to the vas deferens and epidi- 
dymis, the tefticle itfelf not being in the Teaft af. 
fected. ‘ 

Blood-letting, fufpending the tefticle in a pro- 
per trufs, and a horizontal pofture, are recom- 
mended as the moft effectual remedies. As the 
difeafe is fuppofed to be purely inflammatory, 
and altogether independent of the venereal virus, 
we are defired to avoid mercurials: And for the 
fame reafon draftic purges, and ftrong emetics, al- 
tho’ recommended by fome writers, are condem- 
ned by our Author ; and cold applications, fuch 
as cloths dipped in vinegar, are recommended 
in preference to warm poultices and fomenta- 
tions. 

The chordee, or painful involuntary ereétion 
of the penis, occafioned by the ftimulus of the 
venereal virus on the inflamed membrane of the 
urethra, may in general be quieted by the inter- 

nal 
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nal ufe of opiates, and by fedative injections ; 
and leeches applied near to the feat of the ins 
flammation are likewife recommended : But 
there is a fpecies of this fpafmodic ereétion, our 
Author obferves, which goes off and returns at 
times for the fpace of feveral months, even after 
the inflammation has entirely fubfided, and which 


yields more readily to a liberal ufe of peruvian 


bark, than to any other remedy. : 
A bubo, our Author remarks, is now and then 


merely the effeé of irritation ; but in general, it 


is occafioned by an abforption of the venereal 
virus from the furface of the urethra, or from a 
chancre. 
In the treatment of ei Dr Samora re- 
commends the difperfion of the tumor in prete- 
rence to fuppuration ; not only upon the prin- 
ciple of faving a great deal of unneceflary pain 
to the patient, but from the rifk of throwing in- 
fetion into the fyftem being thereby leflened ; 
for the large ulcerated furface, which always re- 
mains after the opening of a’ bubo, expofes the 


patient more to the effeéts of abforption, than 
can poffibly happen from any fmall quantity of 


matter, originally detained in an inflamed gnet, 


bejng carried into the fyftem. | 
In. 
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In order to difperfe venereal buboes, we are 
commonly advifed to rub mercurial unétion on 
the fkin at the infides of the thighs, that the 
_ mercury, by pafling through the difeafed glands, 
may deftroy the virus; but this notion, our Au- 
thor remarks, is founded on an erroneous prin- 
_Ciple, for the mercury applied in this manner ads 
merely by its ftimulus, and by thus increafing 
the inflammation, tends of courfe rather to ha- 
ften than retard the fuppuration. Cold applica- 
tions to the parts affected are here recommended 
in preference’ to every other; and buboes are 
faid to have been frequently difperfed, even after 
matter was formed, by the ufe of emetics. — 

In opening fuch buboes as have come to fup- 
puration; when they appear to have arifen from 
fimple irritation, a flight opening with a lancet, 
in a depending part of the tumor, will ufually 
be fufficient ; but when the fuppuration has been . 
tedious, and taken its origin from a chancre, we 
are directed to lay it open by cauftic. But even 
in the cafe of a bubo from a chancre, when the 
patient is of a good habit of body, and the tu- 
mor has maturated quickly, it heals fooner, we 
are told, when fuffered to break of itfelf, than it _ 


ufually 
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ufually does when opened, either by — or 
the knife. 

In phymofis and paraphymofis, the ufe of 
Goulard’s vegeto-mineral water is recommended 
in a particular manner ; in general, warm appli- 
cations are condemned, and we are defired to 
make ufe of no external remedy whatever, but 
in a cold ftate, 

When treating of chancres, our Author re- 


marks, that in the greater number of cafes, they 


are to be confidered as local affections only ; not 
occafioned by the venereal virus being firft ab- 
forbed and carried into the habit, and then thrown 
out again, but merely by the inflammation and 
ulceration arifing from particles of matter applied 
to the membranous furface of the glans and 
prepuce. | 

Objections have been made, our Author ob- | 


| ferves, to the cure of a chancre by topical appli- 
ations, on a fuppofition, that if the ulcer is heal- 


ed by fuch means, the virus will be carried inta 
the habit, and the patient be in danger of a con- 


‘ftitutional lues. This he believes has fometimes. 


happened, but it has been only in cafes of large, 
_ {preading chancres, and where the means of pre- 


yenting infection had been neglected. 
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‘Upon the whole, Dr Simmons coneludes, that 
as a chancre is originally a local affection, the 


_ fooner we deftroy the virus in the part, the more — 


effectually we prevent internal infection; and an 
effetual method of doing this is recommended, 
which has long been inculcated here by Dr Mon- 
ro, viz. the application of lunar cauftic to the 
chancre, fo as not only to make ‘the fore 
throw off floughs, but to deftroy the very virus 
which gave rife to the difeafe. And, in fupport 
of an opinion long ago publifhed by Mr Bell, as 
well as by fome others, he proceeds to obferve, 
that if, inftead of thus deftroying the virus in the 
part as early as poflible, we fuffer the chancre to 
continue to difcharge for feveral weeks, we are 
certainly expofing the patient to. the danger of 
infection during all that time. = | 
On the fubje& of obfruéctions in the urethra, 
' caruncles, or {mall fungous excrefcences in the 
paflage, are commonly imagined, we are told, to 
be the caufe of fuch diforders. But our Author 
is of a different opinion ; and fuppofes, that ftric- 
tures or contractions in different parts of the 
canal, are moft frequently to be confidered as 
the origin of fuch ailments ; anda proper ule of 
bougieg 
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~ bougies is recommended as the moft 
_ mode of treatment. - 


The differtation is concluded with an enqui- 
ry into the nature and cure of gleet. When 
the venereal taint is. effetually eradicated, aftrin- 
gent injections are recommended ; together with 
the ufe of bark, chalybeate waters, and cold 


_ bathing, and large dozes of balfam of copaiva, 


VI. 


A Treatife of Midwifery, comprehending the whole 
. Management of Female Complaints, and the Treat- 
ment of Children in early infancy ; to which 
are added, Prefcriptions for Women and Chil- 
dren, and Direttions for Preparing variety of 
Food and Drinks adapted to the circumftances of — 
lying-in Women. By Alexander Hamilton, Pro- 
Sefer of Midwifery in the Univerfity of Edin- 
burgh, and Member of the Royal College of Sur- 
geons. 8vo. Edinburgh. 


HE comprehenfive treatife of midwifery 

which is now before us, is chiefly intended 

for the ufe of female practitioners ; and .we are 
inclined to think, that thofe who beftow upon it 


an 
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an attentive reading, will have no hefitation in 
allowing, that it is better fitted for the purpofe 
intended, than. any thing that has yet appeared — 
in an Englith drefs. A Work of this kind, ren- 
dered univerfally and readily intelligible by di- — 
ftin& arrangement, and fimplicity of ftile, has 
been much wanted. The Work before us, how — 
_ ever, not only comprehends the moft important 
rules of delivery, and dire@tions for the afte 
treatment both of mother and child, but alfo 
gives the previous neceflary inftruction in the 
moft plain and familiar manner, divefted of every 
term which may not be fully and clearly under- 
ftood by any female qualified for the profeffion 
of midwifery. ‘It may thefefore, we think, be 
juftly confidered as a valuable acquifition to the 
public. To juftify this charaGer, however, we 
refer our readers to the work itfelf. For, 
of a general fyftem, we cannot propofe to pive a_ 
full or diftiné analyfis. | 

There can be little doubt, that the fuccefs of 
practitioners, in this branch of the medical art, 
muft, in fome meafure, depend on a knowledge 
of the ftruéture and funétions of thofe parts which | 
fare the immediate fubjeéts of the midwife’s at- 
tention. The want of that knowledge mutt con- 

D3  ftantly 
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‘ftantly expofe the patient to the hazard of fuffers 


ing from the ignorance and officioufnefs of the — 
practitioner, and may be confidered as the fource 


_. of errors in ptaétice, which have been highly fa- 


tal in their confequences. With tlie view, there- 
fore, of removing this fource of mifthief; the in- 
genious Profeffor very properly iritroduces his 


— fubje& with a concife but accurate defcription of 


the bones of the bafin, the fhape and dimenfions 
of its cavity, and its application to the paflage of 
the child. He’ then defcribes the feveral parts 
of the genital fyftem, explains their principal 
functions, and gives fome account of generation, 
and of the periodical evacuation which diftin- 
guithes the fex. | 

He next proceeds to give a detail of the dif- 
eafes arifing from the irregularity of the menfes. 


_ And here he obferves; that while thofe women 


are.moft healthy who have this difcharge in the 
moft regular manner; on the contrary, thofé 
who fuffer bad héalth, either want it altogether; 
or have it fparingly, exceflivély; or at irregular | 
intervals. A prejudice, he obferves, for a long 


time prevailed, that when the menftrual evacua 


tion was diminifhed or fuppreffed, fomething bad 
wag retained in the habit. This arofe from an. 
erroneous. 


; 
| 
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_ erroneous opinion, that the menftrual blood was 
of a poifonous quality, and might, by its vapour, 
kill animals, deftroy vegetables, ftop fermenta- 
tion, and the*like; and therefore, that a wo= — 

- man’s préfence at thefe times was éxtremely dan- 
gerous ; that if fhe touched wine, it would imme- 

diately become fours if the aflifted in making gel- 
lies, that they would never thicken at falting meat, 
it would be fpoiled. But although he confiders 
thefe as being prejudices founded merely upon 
fuperftition, and looks upon the menftrual dif. 
charge, in its natural ftate, as being an évacua- 
tion of pure good blood, yet he cenfiders it as 
liable, not only to the difeafes of the general . 
mafs, but alfo to acrimony from ftagnating in 
the vagina. He thinks, however, that when the 
conftitution fuffers from obftruction, it is not 

‘from the retention of difeafed blood, but from — 

the veffels being overloaded, or from the fudden 

- ftoppage of an accuftomed evacuation. And he 
obferves, that, in general, irregularities of the 
monthly evacuation are oftener the effec of 
fomething faulty in the habit, than the caufe of 
the bad health which at that time occurs. | 
: He obferves, that, for the moft diftin& view 
of the complaints refulting from this caufe, they. 
D4 
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may .be reduced to three heads. 1/7, Thofe 
about the time of its commencement. 2d, Thofe - 


after the habit has been eftablifhed: And 3dly, 
Thofe about the time of its final ceflation, 


The firft of thefe periods is to be viewed, he 
thinks, as a. very critical feafon with females ; 
and he ftrongly recommends prudent conduct in 
the management of them at this time. Late 


hours, exceflive heat, particularly by dancing, or 


long confinement in crouded places, ought to be 


_ prohibited in the ftrongeft terms ; and when 


there is reafon to expe& the approach of the 
menftrual difcharge, every thing which can dif- 
compofe either mind or body is to be carefully 
fhunned. The food fhould be plain and fimple, 
taking care, particularly, to:avoid grols aliment, 
and aftringent drinks. 

Under the fecond period, he gives direétions 
for the management in the different cafes of ob- 


- ftru€tion or fuppreflion, of painful menftruation, 


and of immoderate difcharge. On the firft of 
thefe fubjeéts, he is of opinion, that there is not 
yet in the whole catalogue of medicines, any 


one which can be relied upon for that purpofe. 
- He admits, however, that purgatives, efpecially 


thofe tending to induce tenefmus, as the aloetic 


purgatives ; 


| 
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fpurgatives ;. that exercife, dancing, riding; the 


cold baths, the warm baths, eleGtricity, and the 
like, have at times been attendéd with the defi- 
red effe&. But he remarks, that fince a reme- 
dy which in one inftance will prove mild, inof- 
fenfive, or fuccefsful, will-in another throw the 
patient into the moft violent nervous or hyfteric 
diforders, medicines of this kind ought to be gi- 
ven with great caution. When thefe medicines 
are employed, he direéts, that they fhould not 
be uniformly continued, but begun about a 
week before the expected return, and continued 


for a few days after that, if the evacuation does 


not previoufly occur. In cafes of painful men- 
ftruation, he places the chief reliance on opiates, 
taking care, however, to counteract their bind- 
ing quality by the ufe of gentle laxatives. And 


he further adds, that thefe meafures are to be 


employed only on emergencies, as they are with 
difficulty left off. 

Where an exceffive menftrual difcharge oc- 
curs, he is of opinion, that more in general is to 
be expeéted from regimen than medicine. Cool- 


ing diet, cool air, and cold applications, as wet 


cloths frequently applied to the os externum, 
when the flooding is exceflive and dangerous, 
| are 
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are the principal remedies. And to prevent thé | 
return of the diforder, a light decoction of Pes. 
ravian bark, fharpened with elixir of vitriol, is, 
he thinks, more to be depended upon than -y 


other remedy. 


During the laft period, or the time of the fis 
nal ceflation of the menfes, he obferves, that the 
fymptoms which occur are extremely different, 
according to the: conftitution and circumftances 


-of the patient. The chief affe€tions, however, 


may, he thinks, be referred to the following 
heads. | 

1. Thofe of fulnefs, in confequence of the fud« 
den ftoppage of an ufual evacuation in full ha- 
bits. 2. Frequent, long-continued or immode> 
rate floodings, in feeble and relaxed habits. | 
And 3dly, General affections of the fyftem, from 


an alteration of the conftitution. For relieving 


the firft of thefe, he recommends fpare living, 


blood-letting at proper intervals, an open belly, 


and fuitable exercife. Againft a frequent or im- 
moderate difcharge in relaxed habits, he recom- 
mends, that the flux be checked by cold appli« 


cations; that the painful fymptoms be relieved 


by opiates ; and that the conttitution be after- 
wards ftrengthened, when the patient is able to 


‘ 
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bear it, by the cold bath. But where, even at 
this period, the. flooding appears to proceed from 
fulnels, he recommends proper evactations and 
cooling regimen. Where general affections of 
the fyftem take place, he conftders them as indi- 
cating a change in conftitution, requiring the 
aid of the moft fkilfyl and experienced of the 
profeflion, and beyond the province of the fe- 
‘male practitioner, for whofe ufe this Treatife is 
chiefly intended. And by a fimilar recommen- 
- dation, in every cafe where fimple and eafy mea- 
- -fures will not anfwer, if much good be not done, 
much mifchief may at leaft be frequently ~- | 
vented. 
‘He next treats of the various local affe@ions 
of the genital parts, and gives particular direc- 
tions for their prevention and cure. The na- 
ture of pregnancy, which leads to an explana- 
tion of the ftruéture of the gravid uterus, the 
changes which it undergoes from conception, 
the progreflive evolutions of the ovum, the em- 


bryo and child, is the next fubjeét of confidera-— . 


tion. This naturally leads him to confider the 
difeafes of pregnancy. Thefe he has referred to 
three claffes ; 1/2, The complaints, fuch as thofe 
of breeding, which are confined to the early fta- 

ges 


“~ 
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_ betraying timidity, impatience, or diftruft, which 
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ges of pregnancy. 2dly, Thofe which occur in 
the laft months, arifing from the ftraining of 


the womb and its preflure on the neighbouring _ 


parts; and 3d/y, Thofe which are confined to 
no particular period, but happen at all the dif- 
ferent terms of geftation. Of the treatment of — 
the different affections falling under each, he. 
gives a very accurate and minute detail. And | 
the fubje& is concluded with fome important 
cautions for the treatment of pregnant women. 
The third Part of this Treatife comprehends 
the management of delivery. Labour, which 
he defines the effort of nature to expel the child, 
he confiders as of three kinds, natural, ling- 
ering, and preternatural. Dire&tions for the 
treatment in each of thefe cafes are deliver. 
ed in the moft concife, accurate and judicious 
manner. The tendernefs to patients, and re- 
gard to female delicacy, which is inculcated in — 
thefe direftions, cannot efcape the obfervant 
reader; and the peculiar earneftnefs with which 
female practitioners are entfeated to be diffident 


of their own abilities, and to have recourfe to 


fuperior affiftance in cafes of doubt and danger, 
but at the fame time to ‘be equally cautious of 


may 
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may give an unneceflary alarm to the patient, if 
duly attended to, may be productive of the moft 
ufeful confequences. 
This part of the fubje& is concluded with di- 
_ re&tions for the management of twins or triplets. _ 
This fubje&, in its nature intricate and perplex- 
ing, from the variety of opinions which prevail, 
is explained with precifion and accuracy. 
The next great divifion of this Work refpeds 
the management of women after delivery. Here 
he carefully points out thofe errors which have 
been moft fatal; and concifely delivers rules for — 
treatment, fuggefted by common fenfe and a _ 
faithful attention to the operations of nature, 
He then proceeds to give a detail of the difeafes 
incident to the child-bed flate. Under thefe he 
confiders firft accidents from delivery, as fwel- 
ling and inflammation of the parts, occafioned 


by bruifes of the child, or ignorance of the prac- 


_ titioner, lacerations, inverfion of the womb, and 
the like; and then, difeafes more ftri€tly fo cal- 
led, under which he includes the treatment of 
faintings, floodings, after pains, inflammation of 
_ the womb, affections of the breafts, the weed, 
the miliary, and the puerperal fevers. 


The 
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The laft divifion regards the management of 
- children in infancy. And it is here to be re- 
gretted, that the limits of the plan has prevent- 
ed the Author from treating this interefting fub- 
je& with all the minutenefs that could have been 
withed. Here, however, he has fuggefted many 
ufeful advices for the prevention of thofe difeafes 
to which the fatality of infancy may be imputed. 
Thefe are confidered under the articles of cleans 
linefs, cloathing, purging, nurfing, air and ex- 
ercife.. 
The difeates themfelves are then fhortly treat. 
ed of in the following order. 1. The accidents 
occurring immediately at birth, or foon after, as 
thofe arifing from original malconformation, ex- 
ternal injuries, and the like. 2d/y, The internal 
difeafes, as the red and yellow gum, ficknefs, vo- 
miting, gripes, fore mouths, teething, &’c. On 
each of thefe fubje&s, although his obfervations 
be hort, yet they are perfpicuous, and may have 
confiderable effect in preventing treat. 
ment. 

The Work is concluded with remarks on the 
qualifications which female practitioners ought 
Jo poffefs, and with directions for preparing food — 
and drink adapted to the circumftances of lying- | 
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in women, which may render this Work not on- 
_ ly a valuable acquifition to the female practiti- 
oner, but alfo to the inoeigent mother and the 
careful nurfe, 


Vil. 


as Account of a Method for preferving Water at 
Sea, from Putrefaction, and of reftoring to the — 

‘ Water its original Pleafantnefs and Purity, by a 

¢heap and eafy Procefs: To which is added, a 
Mode of impregnating.Water in large Quantities, 
with fixed air, for medicinal ufes, on board Ships” 
and in Hofpitals ; and likewife a Procefs for the 
Preparation of Artificial Teaf. By Thomas 
Henry, F.R.S. 8vo. Warrington. 


Author of this Treatife introduces his 

&  fubje&, by deploring the lofs of fuch a 
_ great number of men, as in long voyages at fea, 
have, till of late, been uniformly carried off by 
fcurvy. This dreadful calamity, he obferves, takes 
- jts origin from putrid air, putrid provifions, pu- 
trid water, a deficiency of frefh vegetables, and 
want of cleanlinefs; but he feems to think, 
that as putrid water is one of the prevalent cau- 
| fes 
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fcs of the diforder, fo a great deal may be done 
in preventing it, merely by a conftant and plenti- 
ful fupply of freth water. 

Our Author is by no means ignorant of the 
advantages to be derived from the mode of di- 
ftilling fea-water, as lately introduced to the na- 
vy; but this he apprehends is only intended to 
furnifh a partial fupply of frefh water in cafes of 
necefhity ; and that it mutt be altogether infuf- 
ficient. for the confumption of a large crew; 
whereas, his {cheme aims at the conftant prefer- 
vation of water from the putrefaction to which 
it is expofed in long voyages. _ 

A method of preferving water from putrefac- 


tion was fome years ago propofed by the late 


Dr Alftoa. It confifted in adding a quantity of 
lime to every cafk of water; that fubftance ha- 
ving a ftrong antifeptic property, and water, as 
long as it retains the impregnation of lime, be- 
ing never known to putrify. But lime commu- 
nicates a difagreeable tafte’ to water, and, ab- 
{tracted from that inconvenience, it might per- 
haps in many inftances be detrimental. 


To free the water, at the time of ufing it, 


from the lime, Dr Alfton propofed the precipita. 
tion of the latter, by throwing into the water a 
| quantity 
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‘quantity of magnefia ; on this principle, that as 
‘lime-ftone is rendered folible in water by its de- 
-privation of fixed air, and has a greater affinity — 
awith that air than: magnefia has; ‘the particles of 
quick-lime would: attra& the air from the ma- 
gnefia, and thereby becoming no longer foluble, 
“Would fall to the bottom and leave the water 
taftelefs and for cecoriomtical purpofes. Dr 
-Alfton’s theory was juft, but the expence attend- 
ing it, owing to the price of magftiefia, was fuch 
as:to prevent the execution of the propofal. 
A variety of experiments were made by our 
Author, in order to difcover a cheap and eafy 
method of precipitating the lime, fo as to reftore 
to water impregnated with it, its original fweet- 
nefs.and pleafantnels; and the’ refult of thefe 
trials -has'fully anfwered his expeGtations. 
_«: We are here’ prefented with engravings of the 
different utenfils ufed in this procefs’: For a pro- 
per idea of thefe, we mult refer our readers to 
the-Work itfelf; but a particular detail of the pro- 
cefs we fuppofe will be very readily underftood. 


The Method of i impregnating Water with Quick lime. 


To every cafk of water of 120 gallons, add 
two pounds of well burnt quick-lime, either 
| freth 
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freth fromthe kiln, or properly preferved., 
the lime has been in the: cafk-fome minutes, and 
the heat. and effervefcence .dccafioned by, the 
“mixture are over, let the cafk be ftopped from 
any with the external aif 


The Method of freeing Water fro the Lime, 
_reforing it to its, original pure State... 


| Let a catk be prepared, of a form fomewhat | 
narrower,.in proportion to its depth, than ufual. 
The top muft be formed of one plank, and have 
a piece cut gut of the centre, of a circular form, 
and as large as can be allowed without weaken- 
ing the fides too, much. . This piece, or bung, 
— muft be made to fit as clofely as poflible, and 
have an, iron handle: affixed to. it for the purpofe 
of lifting it, and of, confining a weight which is 
to be laid on, to keep, the bung front yielding to 
fmall force from, within: A fall hole-muft 
be bored in the. fide of the top,: which is'to:be 
exactly. topped: with a plug, -for a, tobe 
explained in the. fequelh 
this cafk, which may be to con- 
tain 60 gallons, fecured on a convenient part of 
the deck, or flung up in the fhrouds, with the 
Litne-water drawn off clear from the fediment; 
fo 
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fo.as.to avoid any. yifible particles, of lime float- 
ing in allowing futheient room for ;theair- 
veffel;.and a free fpace of about halfan inch be- 
bas 
Leta be allo capable: of con- 
taining. two gallons,.ar 1-30th of the capacity of 
the cafk. Into this vefiel introduce half a pound 
of ‘marble; pure 'wburnt limeltone,, or chalk 
grofsly powdered, and two quarts of, water. | 
‘Then. pour gradually on thefe, three: ounces of 
ftrong vittiolic. acid, commonly ¢alled oil of vi- 
triol, atid ftopping the mouth of the veffel with 
a itubulated ftopper; :let -it down by means ‘of 
ftrings into the catk filled with lime-water.. The 
fixed air let loofe from the, mild calcareous éarth, 
‘will; biibble up through the lime-water.. When 
‘this-has continued, about a minute, the bung is 
to be faftened on, and a weight: aie — 
fo as:ta keep the biing im 
about an hour, :the:bung may. be 
in.otder to fee whether the difeharge of-air con- 
tinues ; if it has ceafed, or be confiderably aba- 
ted, three ounces mare of vitriolic’ actd is to be 
Added; and the air-vefie! returned to. its former 
‘the: catk. od 
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‘The time neceffary for precipitating the lime. 


from: the water, will be in proportion to the 
brifknefs of the effervefcence ; but‘in general a 


few hours will be fufficient. Should the _firft 
parcel of calcareous earth and vitriolic acid be 
unequal to the fweetning of the lime-water, and 
no. longer difcharge air brifkly: when agitated, 


the contents of the air-veffel. are to be poured 


out, and a frefh quantity of the ‘eget: fub- 
ftituted in their place. | 
When the water is become quite mild, the 


-air-veflel is to be taken out, and, if the calcare- 


ous earth continues to difcharge air, let. it be 


plunged into another cafk: of lime-water, that 


there may be no needlefs expence of fixed air. 
. The fpecific gravity of the lime is fo much fu- 


_ perior to that of the wafér, that it will foon fall 


to the bottom of the cafk,: when the operation 
is. finifhed.. - As foon as ithe . water is .become 
clear, it muft be drawn off by a cock for ule; 


or, if the cafk be wanted to purify other: quanti- 


ties of water, it may be drawn off fooner i into o- 


veffels to clarify. 


The precipitated lime~may be colleéted, 
being now in the ftate of chalk, and impalpably 
powdercd may be ufed inftead of prepared 

chalk, 
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ehalk, for the medicinal maa to — that 
article is applied. 


Cautions to be in thef Procefes. 


 1.:The quick-lime fhould be chofen, as pure, 

free from any foreign tafte, white; well burnt,, 
and as frefh from the kiln, as can be obtained. 
What is carri¢d to fea for future ufe, fhould be 
carefully packed up in clean tight cafks, fo as to 
— it from moture and the action of the 
air. 

2. The. ates into which the lime-water is put, 
-fhould be. perfeétly clean and fweet; and thofe 
fhould be feleéted for this ufe, that are; well fea- 
foned and free from fap. its 

3. The water is to be firft poured into the air- 
vefiel, then the calcareous earth, which is to pafs 
through a paper cone, to prevent its adhering to 
the fides of the mouth. of the veffel; :and 
the acid is to be added, no attention being paid 
to the mixing the earth and water intimately. 
By this means the acid attacks the calcareous 
earth gradually, and the veffel is in no danger of 
burfting by the too fudden explofion of the air. 
For the fame reafon, care fhould alfo be taken 
_ that the air-veffel be not fhaken too rapidly. 
4, Gently 


‘ 
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4. Gently agitating the: wpper: part of the cafk 
from time to time during the. procefs, will‘ac- 
celerate the completion of it, by occafioning a 
quicker abforption of the fixed air; ‘and’ the 
{mall plug muft: occafionally be taken from the 
hole in the'tap:of the cafk; to let 


of the air which is not ‘foluble in water. 


5. The precipitated lime taihe cleared ont 
of the cafk after each time of ufing it; and the 
cafk fhould he frequently wathed thoroughly. .. 

6. Care mutt be taken, that the mouth of the 
air-vefiel be clear of calcareous earth, before 
the ftopper be put in; and that the ends of :the 
tubes in the ftopper be not clogged up with any 
thing that may prevent the ots ." the air 
through them. 

7. Each fhip fhould be presided with feveral 
of the air-veffels, and each veffel fhould have two 
or three tubulated {toppers adapted to it; the 
veffels and their ta. be with fi- 
milar numbers. “bot 

8. The fize and of die cafks 


_ muft be ‘in proportion ‘to the rate of the -fhip, 


and the convenience we can be ma- 
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Ifthe ,catk’ be. left with the air-veffel ‘in it; 
during the, night, or for any confiderable length’ 
of time, a {maller plug may be put into! thé-fmall 
hole in the top of the fo | 
quite air-tight. 28 
10./If during the the fixed air fhould 
efcape by the edges of the round bung; ‘it may- 
_ be prevented by any-flight luting, which may be 
eafily removed when: the is. 
out. 
It will be. to” mention, ' 
that the air-veffel, and the ‘large circular bung-- 
hole in the top of the cafk, are to be fo: propor.’ 
tioned, that the latter will cafily admit of the 
paflage of the former through its aperture. ~~ 
Our Author now proceeds to communicate 
his method of impregnating water in large quan- 
tities with fixed air, fo as to give it the proper- _ 
ties of mineral water, for the ufe of the’ — on 

board of fhips and in hofpitals. 
Dr Nooth’s glafs machine, with Mr Parker’s 
and Mr Magellan’s improvements, though ad- 
mirably contrived. for the preparation of {mall 
quantities: of artificial mineral water, is by much 
too {mall for the fickly crew of.a large fhip: » To 
remedy this inconvenience, a.mode is here pro- 

4 pofed, 
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poled, by. which’ the fame'kind-of procefs may 
be performed on a much larger feale; but asa 
diftin® idea of the inftruments- recommended 
- cannot be conveyed by defcription, fuch of our. 
readers as wifh for more particular information, 
muft have tecourfe to the drawings with which 

_ Mr Henry has favoured us. = 

By the procefs. here recommended ee our 
Author, a plentiful fupply of this medicinal wa-: 
ter may be had at all times, and at a very tri-. 
fling expence, which may not only be a preven- 
tative againft putrid diforders, but even a powers 
ful remedy when they actually exift. 

As it is a matter of importance to procure. 
frefh fermented bread at fea, our Author recom- 
-mends the following procefs for obtaining arti- 
ficial yeaft, and for making bread by. means a 
It. 

Boil flour and water. mater to the confifte 
ence of treacle. When the mixture is become 
— cold, fill a fmall cafk with it, and let it be fully — 
faturated with fixed air in the manner direéted | 
by Dr Prieftley and others, for impregnating 
water. Pour the mixture thus faturated,. into. 
one or more large bottles or narrow-mouthed. 
jars. Cover it over loofely with paper, and up- 

| | On. 
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oft that put'a flate or board, with a weight'to keep 
it fteady. Place ‘the veffel in a fituation where: 
the thermometer: will ftand from 70 to 80 de- 
grees, and ftir up the mixture two or three times 
in 24 hours. In about two days fiich a degree 
of. fermentation will have taken’ ee 
the mixture the appearance of yeaft, 
With this yeaft; when’ it appears to be in the 
above defcribed ftate; and before it ‘has acqui- 
red a thoroughly vmous fmell,. mix the quantity 
of flour you intend.to make into bread,’ in the’ 
proportion of fix pounds of flour to a quart of’ 
yeaft, and a fufficient quantity of warm’ water. 
Knead them well together in a proper veffel, and 
covering it with a cloth, let the dough ftand for — 
12 hours, or till it appears to be fufficiently fer- 
mented, in a degree of warmth equal to that 
above mentioned. It is then to be formed into 
loaves and baked. | 
_ Mr Henry next gives directions for p preparing 
artificial pyrmont water ; Seltzer water; and Mr 
Bewley’s julep, in large quantities ; but thefe 
proceffes cannot be rightly underftood but by 
references to the different figures, inferted by 
pur Author, of the feveral utenfils neceffary 
in carrying them into execution. ) 
The 


The publication is at laft concluded by a pots 
{cript, anfwering fome objections which Dr Lind. 
of Haflar hofpital fuppofes may be made to fome 


parts of the different recommend: 


ic. 
The only fated by DrLind, 

is, that the agitation of the fhip may; in fome in- 
ftances, abftrua&.the procefs recommended. for 
the purification of the water; but a method 
hete pointed out, for fufpending the different 
veflels ufed in that procefs, appears to be fully 
fufficient for. every inconvenience of 
nature, 
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The Hiftory of a Cafe; in which Worms in the Nofe, 
~ fully removed by the Ufe of Tobacco. By Mr 
Thomas Kilgour, Surgeon in Famaica. 


GENTLEMAN of Montego-bay: in Ja- 
£% maica, aged twenty-fix, of a middle fta- 
ture, and robuft make, about the middle of July 
17477, complained for three days, of a flight ob- 
tufe pain; in his tight upper jaw-bone, root of 
the nofe, eye, and forehead of the fame fide. 

On 
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On the evening of the fourth day, the pain be- 
came exceedingly violent, extending through the » 
third dens molaris, and affe&ting the right fide 
of the face and head, with fevere and inceflant 
fhootings. He applied next morning to an af- 


fiftant of Mr Thomas Brown, ap expert fur- 


geon in this place, to extract the tooth, in which 
he felt the greateft uneafinefs, imagining his 
complaints originated from it. The tooth was | 
perfectly found, and its extraction was attended 
with no alleviation of the pain. At night he 
took an opiate, but it afforded no relief. | 

I was defired to vifit him next day. He then 
felt inexpreffible agony and diftrefs. The eye 
and right fide of the face were much inflamed, 
but little fwelled. From the right noftril there 
diftilled, in large drops, a thin dark coloured 
ichor, of a yery offenfive fmell, fimilar to the dif- 
charge from a carious bone, but more difagree- 


able. I examined the noftril, but could perceive 


no ulceration. I therefore concluded it muft be 
a colleétian of fome acrid matter in the maxillary 


-eavity, that ‘occafioned thefe violent fymptoms, 


and that the- difcharge from the nofe was the 
matter finding its paflage through that way. 
| 
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. The:cafe being alarming, and the fever confi- 
derable, we called for the affiftance of. Dr Mur- 
ray, who readily agreeing to our opinion of a 
collection of matter being formed in the maxil- 
lary:cavity, a perforation was made into it, thro’ 
the focket from which the tooth was extracted. 
_ But no difcharge of matter followed the perfora- 
tion, nor did the pain in the leaft abate. On 
the contrary, it continued to increafe more and 
more at the root of. the nofe; and,:,about an 
hour after the operation, there were voided from 
the right noftril, two. mfects, in appearance like 

the maggots formed in putrid meat. On placing 
_ the patient in the light, a vaft number were per- 
ceived in motion at the upper part of the noftril. 
introduced a forceps, and took three or 
four at a time ; and, in the courfe of that day, 


upwards of thirty; They were in general three- 


fourths of an inch long, and one-eighth thick, 
compofed of rings, fuddenly tapering. towards 
the tail, and had a large brownifh head. In ex- 
tracting, they made.a ftrong refaftance with what 
ferved them inftead of feet, and. gave a fenfation 
to my hand like a file drawn acrofs a foft body. 

crawled 
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crawled about in the a time: 


‘At was thefe were hatched im 
an ulcer of the.nofe, from a venereal caufe,. the 
patient being’ affected with. a fimple gonorrhoea 
abotit a twelvemonth. before, -which was :cured 
in the common way, :and without any return df 
fymptoms.: ‘This. being the idea formed of the 
diforder; after premifing ‘the neceflary evacua- 
tions to moderate the febrile’: fymptoms, a mer- 
curial courfe:was entered upon, both witha.view 
of corte&ing.the general ftate of the:habit, and — 
likewife from its known qualities, in being offen- 
five. to worms, to deftroy the infects. Three 
grains of black precipitate were ordered-to be 
given at bed-timé, along: with an opiaté; the 
noftril to be frequently fumigated with cinnabar, 
and a folation ‘of calomel ‘and’ eal 
fo be thrown-up by injeétien. 

Having a‘particular regard for’ the ‘patient, ‘I 


ftaid feveral hours with hin, and:was much dif- 


appointed: in finding neither-the fumigation nor 


to. have the fmalleftieffea in mitigating 


the pain, or deftroying: the’ 1 therefore 
fet about experiments to’ find out a remedy 


‘capable of killing them, and happily, in a little 


time, 
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time, difvovered one that proved fucceféful ; but 
previous to this attempt; that the mercurial folu- 
tion might have the fulleft juftice done it, I put — 
a few of the:infeéts into ‘it; and found them at 
the ‘end: of an hour’as lively.as ever a'clear 
ptoof they were a to. be affected 
by oils or mercury. 
trials I made them were.as- i follow 3 
1 took five winesgiaffes; into each glafs I put two 
of the‘thaggots ; irito one vlafs, I poured’a -ftrong 
decoftion of: chamomile: and wotmwood into 
another, vinous tinéture‘of opium; into 'the'third, 
rim} into the fourth, [blew tobacco-fmoke; and 
into the daft, I.poured a'decoftion oftobacco, - 
The bitter decoétion gave them no'difturbance. 
Theain@ture: of opium, -at its: firft-4pplieation, 
threw them into violent motion ; but'in a.fhort 
time 'they recovered -anid moved about at their 
The rum killed them’ in ‘about ten mi- 
nutes. The tobacco fmoke, in-a few blowings, 
fhrivelled them ‘to death; and the tobacco de- 
coétion inftantly convulfed and deftroyed them. 
12 Next day, by confent of Dr‘Murray and Mr 
Brown, the tobaeco décoétion was! inje@ed into 
the noftril, and the fumigation and ‘mercurial in- 
je€tion laid afide. The black and 
opiate 


“ 
. 
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epiaté.;were ordered; at. -bed- 
time ; and, with a view to:obyiate ;putrefadtion, 


and'fupport: the ftrength,! two ounces of: infu- 


fion -of ‘the: bark: were :adminiftred.‘ every: hour 


through the day, and the: patient indulged in‘a 
little wine, and fuch light -nourifhment as: he 
could take. At firft the tobacco decoétion gave 
a good deal of pain ; but, in a little time, became 
pleafant' and. agreeable, fenfibly corre@ing the 


foetor, and bringing away the infects in great 


numbers, and in a very weakly fate. :: After u- 
fing it a few days, feldom more than half-a-dozen © 
a-day were voided, and thefe frequently dead. At 


Jength, after.a courfe of ten days, numbers! being 


extra&ted by.the forceps, and falling out’ of them- 
felves, fometimes dead, fometimes alive, a white 
tranfparent fubftance, near'two inches long, :and 
a quarter of :an inch broad and flat, with:three 
large infe&ts in ‘it, was brought out by:the. for- 
ceps, upon which the pain. greatly abated, and 
from that time. the infeéts difappeared. ‘In a few 


days more the abrafions of the membrana Schnei- 


deriana were. healed up, and before the middle of 
Auguft, the patient was-able.to go to the, moun 
tains to recover his fleth. 


The 
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The above: mentioned fabftance, 1 prefume, 
had ferved as a nidus for thefe infe@s. On the 
furface of it were a great many inequaliti¢s and 

furrows. It is to be obferved, that this young | 
man had been fubje@ to an hemorrhage from 
the nofe, from the time he arrived at puberty, till . 
he fettled in this ifland, about five years ago, 
fince which time he has had no attack of it. He 
loft the fenfe of {melling by the right noftril after 
the hemorrhage appeared, and has it only in an 
imperfect degree by the left ; nor has it returned 
fince he recovered from this diforder, Might 
not this membranous fubftance have been form- 
ed of the coagulable part of the blood adhering 
about the offa fpongiofa after the hamorrhage, 
the red particles of what remained ftagnated in 
the noftril being reabforbed; and might not this 
foreign body, by its ftimulus, have brought on 
- anulceration of the memb. Schneid. whence thefe 
infects have been generated? One circumftance, 
‘in the above cafe, is very aftonifhing, viz. the 
rapid generation of thefe mfe&s; as | am confi- 
dent, 1 {peak within bounds, when I affert, up- 
wards of 200 were extracted and tasitad in the 
of rodays.. 
| 
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“It lis furprifing, that among all thofe authors 
who have written on the difeafes of warm climates, 


there is no’ mention of maggots in the nofe as a 
- difeafe that fometimes occurs ; and yet I imagine 


it is a complaint that has pretty often come with- 
in the knowledge of practitioners ; for, fince the 
above cafe, I have been informed of feveral in- 
ftances that have happened in this ifland. The 
moft remarkable is one that occurred fome years 
ago, to a married woman of this place. Her 
hufband, after every thing had been tried in vain 
by the Faculty, one day when fhe was in the 
greateft agony, poured a quantity of oil of tur- 
pentine into the nofe ; and this feeming to abate 
the pain, he continued to apply it for feveral days 


fucceffively. The event was, the infects were 


killed, and the nofe reftored to the ftate of a 
fimple ulcer, which foon healed up. But previ- 
ous to the ufe of the turpentine, the unfortunate 


- woman had loft the offa nafi, and with this de- 


formity fhe efcaped. 

Another cafe was that of a young man, a few 
miles from this, which happened in 1776; but 
to him it proved fatal. | 

Mr Robert Monro of Hanover-parith, a very 


ld practitioner, and a man of great experience 


and 
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and medical fagacity, informed me of a cafe of 
maggots in the nofe he had met with, in which, 
after every thing that was tried had failed, he © 
thought of ufing the tobacco, from knowing its _ 
powerful effeéts in killing moft kinds of vermin. 
The confequence was, the infects were fpeedily 
deftroyed, and the patient in a little time reftor- 
ed to health. And this faét of Mr Monro’s, 
who was alfo called upon to vifit our patient, 
was what induced us to perfevere in the ufe of 
the tobacco, which happily proved fo efficact- 
ous. 


il. 


Account of a New Method of Treating Dropfy. By 
Mr John Ring, Surgeon, New Street, Hanover 
Square, London ; in a Letter to 
Dr Duncan. | 


N compliance with your requeft to practition- 
ers in general, to tranfmit to you any im- 
provements made, or fuppofed to be made, in 
the art of healing, I have fubjoined three cafes, 
to recommend what I believe to be a more fuc- 
cefsful method of treating the dropfy, than thofe 
F 2 ufually 
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ufually purfued. Every inftance in which I have 
yet tried it, has confirmed me in that opinion ;_ 
but as the following were the moft alarming 
cafes, I thought it would be intruding too much 
on the limits of your publication to trouble you 
with more. If, from thefe hints, the leaft ad- 
vantage fhould accrue to any affli€ted with 
that diforder, my intention will be fully anfwer- 
eq. 
Cafe ift. W.R. Efq; was feized, in February 
1778, with an anafarca, which increafed fo faft, 
that I apprehended confiderable danger, as he 
was 84 years of age. It was occafioned by a fit 
of the gout, which had relaxed him extremely, 
and I feared would render him unable to fupport. 
the neceflary evacuations. Having, in many 
cafes, feen the uncertainty of diuretics, I gave 
him a purging draught, which reduced the fwel- 
ling ; and, on account of his weaknefs, did not 
repeat it till the third day, by which time his 
legs, &c. were {welled to their former fize. Find- 
ing no ground was gained, I interpofed a draught, 
confifting of tinct. amara, acet. {cillit. &c. to be 
taken twice a-day on the.days free from purging. 
‘The acet. {cillit. kept up a diarrhoea, and excited : 
naufea, 
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naufea, on which account I fubftituted i in its ftead 
the following draught: 28% 
RK. Deco. cort. Peruv. forts'a unc. 

cots Per. Hux. dr. ii» 

Juniper. gut. iv. M. ft. meri 
et node fumendus. 

From thé time of taking this medicine; h ap+ 
petite was immediately reftored ; ‘the waters no 
longer increafed on the intermediate days, and 
_ by the occafional repetition of the purge, were 
in a fhort time entirely removed. As the draught 
rather occafioned coftivenefs, afew grdins of © 
rhubarb were fometimes joined with it ; and’after 
the waters were evacuated, the draught, omitting 
the ol. Juniperi, was continued for fome time. 
He has’ remained in perfe@ health ever fince, 
except now and then a languor, for which he 
has recourfe to the fame medicine, and never 
- without effect. It may hot be improper to ob- 
ferve, that frictions of the legs were recommend« 
ed in this and the fecond cafe; and in the aft, 
of the abdomen ; together with abftinence from — 

liquids, ‘as mach as'conyenient, in them all.’. 
Cafe 2d. Mrs F. aged. 44, having been. :ex- 
pofed to the rain at the time of her menfes, they 
fuddenly ftopped. Het abdomen immediately 
began 
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began to fwell; and, in the Guice of a week, 

when I firft was fent for, (Sept. 6th 1778,) an 
anafarca had diffufed itfelf through the whole fy- 
ftem, to a great degree for fo fhort a time. Her 
body was increafed above fix inches in. circum- 
ference, and her legs to twice their natural fize. 


I dire&ed for her a draught with El. e Scam- 


mon. by which, the waters were greatly dimi- 
nifhed ; but in two days, at which time it was 
repeated, they were collected again to their u- 
fual quantity. The fecond draught did not agree 
fo well as the firft ; it produced more pain, and 
lefs. difcharge ; neverthelefs. her ftrength was 
much exhaufted, as her ftomach was too weak 
‘to bear any animal food but broth. The third 
draught was intended to be given at three days 
diftance ; but hefore that time, fhe was feized 
with fo violent a pain of the bowels, that an ano- 
dyne was neceflary, which removed it. After 
waiting a few days, for fear of too great irrita- 
tion, | changed the draftic purge for one ot a le- 
nitive kind, as inf. Senz, &c. 

_ After taking five cathastics, no advantage 
‘could be perceived, as the waters, after the eva- 
cuation, foon increafed again, fo that we almoft 


‘*defpaired of fuccefs. I did not think myfelf 


warranted, 
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warranted, by the former cafe, -to give the bark 
in this, ‘on-account-of ‘the great quantity’ of wh: 
ters, till tried diuretics with the-ifpal cory 
roborants, as inf..amarum, fal;tartari, ob. juni-+ 
peri, &c.; but: after giving them, for,ten.days 
between the days of purging, .and-finding; no o- 
ther effect: but that -of; raifing: a! fever, ordered 
a faline, mixture, which, prefently removed it,anid 
afterwards. the bark, &c.:.as,,in: the former cafe. 
The-event anfwered my withes ; her,appetite grew 
{trong ;, the waters no longer increafed ;' and, 
by the afliftance’ of a purge now.and then, which 
fhe bore well, her.diforder was foon 

and has never returned fince. vant 
Cafe! 3d... Mrs N. who had feveral pris 
fent for me when fhe thought herfelf in the fixth 
month, of. her pregnancy, and defired my ad- 
vice. concerning bleeding ; as, although ‘fhe 
believed herfelf! to be with: child, the menfes 
regularly appeared an a {mall quantity. 
not find ‘the leaft occafion for bleeding ; her 
pulfe being low, and every thing indicating great 
relaxation ; and I expreffed fome doubt of: her 
pregnancy 3 but the herfelf feemed. pofitive of its 
reality, from her regularly: increafing in fize; and 
was more confirmed in it’ as it advanced, by 
thinking 
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thinking that fhe frequently felt the ‘child move. 
Her labour not happening when the ufual term. 
of geftation was elapfed, propofed an examina- 
. tion, to alcertain her true ftate; and was con- 
firmed in: my — ‘that the tumour was 
an hydrops ovarii,. 
dired&ted for her, (O&. 29th pur- 
ent draught, and two days after repeated it ; 
then gave her a mixture of inf. amarum, fal 
tartari, and ol. juniperi; as I withed ‘to prove, 
by a fufficient number of cafes, whether my want 
of fuccefs before with that medicine was owing 
to its inefficacy, or to any peculiarities in:thofe 
‘ habits where it had been ivade ufe of. She com- 
plained that it occafioned great heat in her fto- 
mach,.and no good eonfequence whatever en- 
fued'to recommend its continuance. As the 
was niuch. weakened by the former.evacuations, 
the cathartic was not:repeated till the fourth 
day ; and immediately after, I directed a mix- 
ture of the ftrong decoétion of bark, Huxham’s 
tin€ture,. and oil of juniper ; three large fpoon- 
fuls to be taken noon and night, on the inter- 
mediate days. The cathartics: were repeated e- 
 yery four or five days; and, to remove coftive- 
hhefs, two pills at night occafionaly, of equal 
| parts 
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parts of ‘pil. cocciz, and pil. rufi. Before the 
end of December, the tumour was perfeétly re- 
moved, and her ftrength almoft eftablithed. 
From the time fhe began the bark, fhe fupported 
the evacuations with eafe, and the tumour never 
encreafed ; but did not fubfide very perceptibly, 
unlefs from the cathartics. The pills were con- 
tinued for fome. time, to remedy coftivenefs, 

which went off as her ftrength was, by exercifc, 
mote reftored, Her complaint has not fince re- 
turned, and fhe: is now advanced near feven 
months in pregnancy. | 

inferences I would draw thefe ob- 
fervations, are, 1 fy That in dropfies, where no 
particular fymptom, as inflammation of the vif- 
cera, &c. forbids it, we ought early to inter- 
pofe bracing medicines, between the ufe of ca- 
thartics : And 2d/y, That: for that intention, 
no medicine is equal to the Peruvian bark. 
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An Objervation on the Abdomen and Tho- 
tax of a Young Lady, who died after a very 
fort illnefs ; communicated to Dr Duncan, dy Mr 
_ Richard Paxton, S urgeon at Maldon in Effex. 


Lavy, ‘in, the 23d age,. of a 
delicate frame of body and weakly con- 


_ ftitution, had; for two years paft, complained of 


a flight pain on the right fide of the:thorax, .at- 
tended with fome reftri€tion in breathing anda 
tickling cough ; which fymptoms rendered her 
extremely averfe to any kind of exercife. A- 
bout the latter end of Auguft 1780, fhe was 
feized with the fymptoms of an autumnal remit- 
tent, then prevailing in the neighbourhood, 
which readily yielded" to the ufual treatment in 
thefe cafes. 

The firft fymptoms, however, ‘fil attended 


her; the pain in the fide, and reftri€tion in brea- 


thing, rather encreafing till the 15th of -Decem- 


ber; on the noon of which day, I was again call- 


ed, and found her laid on bed with the follow. 
ing complaints: Debilitated quick pulfe, chill- 
rfefs even to. fhivering, together with acute pain 
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on the right fide, or, as fhe expreffed it, below 
the fhoulder, and bilious vomiting. They told 
me, that as fhe was fitting at her needle-work in. 
- her chamber, to which fhe had retired after 
_breakfaft, fhe felt, and even heard, fomething 
give a violent {nap within her breaft, in- that 
part where now fhe defcribed the pain to be. 
Her mother going into the room foon after, : fhe 
exclaimed to her, the fhould die. 1 begged the 
might be undrefled, and go into her naked bed; 
which was done, and fent her over a faline julep, 
meaning to vifit her again in two or three hours ; 
but ere that time was elapfed, her father came for 
me, and 1 found her ftomach rejecting every 
thing fhe fwallowed, and every fymptom exafpe- 


rated. 1 confeffed myfelf totally at a lofs forthe _ . 


caufe of the appearances ; but being fully fatis- 
fied of her imminent danger, entreated a phyfi- 
cian might be fent for, which was inftantly a- 

greed upon ; and Dr Steele from Witham faw 
her about feven‘o’clock in the evening. By his 
direétion the was bled to the amount of 12 oun- — 
ces, a blifter was applied to the fide, &c. 

The. fymptoms then were, in the Doétor’s 
own words, * Difficult refpiration, acute pain in 
** the right fide juft below the breaft, pulfe fre - 

quent 
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quent and oppreffed, increafed heat, frequent 
“* bilious retchings, countenance uncommonly 
“anxious: What was very remarkable, the 


 « pulfe not at all freer from the liberal venzefec- 


*‘ tion, though the refpiration a little relieved. 
** My idea of the cafe at the time was its being 
‘¢ a formal pleuritic attack.” She pafled a pain- 
ful night without the mitigation of any one fymp- 
tom. On the morning of next day, the Doctor 
found her pulfe ‘ fearcely perceptible, and un- 
‘¢ commonly quick, continual rigors and vomit- 
*< ings, cold clammy fweat, &c. complained of 
<¢ intolerable ficknefs, and pain only near the pit — 
“¢ of the ftomach, with a fenfe of load and op- 
‘¢ preflion there.”’? She died at two o’clock that 
day, or about 28 hours from the time of the 


feizure. 


Next day hsving obtained leave to open the 


body, it was performed the fame evening in pre- . 


fence of, and with the affiftance of three other 


furgeons. 
The abdomen being much diftended, appa- 


rently by fome fluid, a perforation was made in- 


to it with a trocar in the ufual place of tapping 
for an afcites; by which, however, nothing but 
ait was let out. . 


The 
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‘The abdomen was then opened in the ufual 

manner, when the ftomach and inteftines appear- 
ed greatly diftended; which diftenfion ceafed 
upon letting out the air contained in them. The 
‘ftomach, liver, gall-bladder, and inteftines, in 
every other refpect exhibited a moft healthy ap- 
pearance; and no obftruction whatever was 
found in the gall-duéts, or any extravafation i in 
the cavify of the abdomen. 
_ The thorax was then opened, the right cavi- 
ty of which was found to contain more than 
three pints of reddifh water, with two cylts de- 
tached and floating therein; one of the cyfts 
’ ruptured but nat quite emptied of its fluid. ‘The — 
right lobe of the lungs was much compreffed, fo 
as to occupy but a trifling part of the cavity. 
The left lobe, the heart, and all other parts 
which we examined, were in a perfeétly found 
_-ftate ; and what is very remarkable, not the leaft 
adhefion was found in either cavity. 

As Dr Steele had expreffed an earneft with 
for the diflection, I tranfmitted the account to 
him by the earlieft opportunity, and-fome time 
after received the following : 

‘¢ Dear Sir, I am much obliged to you for 
communicating fo immediately the particulars 

of 
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*¢ of the diffection, which, though it throws fome 
‘¢ light on the immediate caufe of our patient’s 
“death, enables us little to fay what might have 
‘** been done to prevent it. One means only 
“ fuggelts itfelf to me, and that from the fhort 
‘‘ period between the attack and clofe of the 

“ fcene; a doubtful one. The effufion into the 
© right cavity of the thorax afcertained, Would 
‘¢ an opening between the ribs into a depending 
‘* part of that cavity, have mitigated the fymp- 
“ toms, or faved life ?”’ 
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SECT. IL 
Medical News. 


HE new operation of cutting the fymphy/is of 
the pubes, having greatly divided the opi- 
nions of medical profeffors in different parts of 
Europe, we prefume the following abftra& from 
the fecond volume of Dr Leake’s laft edition of 
Praétical Obfervations on the Acute Difeafes of 
Women, cannot fail of being acceptable to ma- 
ny of our readers; efpecially as the fubjec is 
interefting, and the Author feems to have en- 
tered candidly and minutely into a difcuffion © 
of the principal circumftances for and againft 
that operation. Dr Leake introduces this _- 
_ je in the following manner : 
Tue feétion of the pubes, firft propofed by M. 
Sigault in his Thefis at Angiers, and afterwards 
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by him fuccefsfully performed on the living bo- 
dy at Paris, Sept. 2. 1777, having lately much 
engaged the attention of Medical Gentlemen, I 
thall beg leave to offer fome general animadver- 
fions on that new and extraordinary operation ; 
particularly as M. Le Roy, Profeflor of Midwife- 
ry, and Dottor-regent of the Faculty of Phy- 
fic at Paris, who aflifted him in the performance 
of it, was pleafed to honour me with a letter and 
his. Treatife on that fubject ; and as M. Poignand 
the tranflator has thought fit to addrefs it to me. 

M. Sigault defcribes the fection of the pubes, 


_ and propofes it as a fubftitute for the Czefarian 


operation ; the propriety of which, as well as the 
objections brought againft it, 1 am defirous to’ 
examine with attention and candour ; for little 
advantage can arife from opinions, where men 
rather contend for fuperiority than truth. The 
fpirit of enquiry is only commendable when it 
is exerted for the improvement of fcience, and 
folely dire€ted for the public good. But al- 


though I am inclined to think favourably of this 


operation, for reafons hereafter afligned, I know 


_ that nothing but time and future experience can 


fufficiently determine whether it ought to be re- 


ected or adopted. 
The 
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The ftructure of the parts on which this ope- 
tation is to be performed, being perfe&ly known 
to every medical reader, their defctiption, as 
well as that of the operation itfelf, would be un- 
neceflary, efpecially as the laft is circum(tan- 
tially fet down in M. Le Roy’s traét, entitled, 
Praétical Enquiries on the Seétion of the Pubes, 
to which I muft refer him. - 

The following are the objeétions to this new 
operation. 1/7, That the. cartilage at the fym- 
phyfis of the pubes, may happen to be offified, 
which would prevent its divifion by the knife. 
adly, That the neck of the bladder may be 
wounded. 3dly, That the fpace gained by the 
feétion of the pubes, may not, in a narrow pel- 
vis, be fufficient to allow -the child’s head to de- 
feend through the cavity.. 4b/y, That the union 
of the cartilage may not beeffected. And /Ja/tly, 
That the ‘internal pofterior ligaments, uniting 
the facrum and ilia, may be torn afunder, by di- 
_ viding the bones of the pubes. | 

. In anfwer to the preceding. objections, It 
may be remarked, that cartilage being a fub- 
{tance effentially diftinct from bone, is never found 
offified except in a preternatural ftate, or in old 
age, after oe time of child-bearing is paft, and 
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where there could be: no occafion for the opetae 
tion, 
2dly, The neck of the bladder being only 
flightly attached to the fymphyfis of the pubes, 
by ‘cellular membrane, and not in clofe union: 
with the cartilage, there never can be the leaft 
danger of wounding it, except the operator is 
unfkilful and ignorant of the ftricture and mne- 
tion of the parts. 
3dly, The ‘fpace only of one inch cial by. 
M. Sigault from the fection of the pubes, on the 
dead body, does not appear fufficient to enlarge 
the bony paflage for the exit of a child’s head, 
in a pelvis uncommonly narrow ; but in the cafe 
of Mrs Brafier, M. Le Roy found a feparation - 
of two inches and a half. And as the cafe at the 
Weftminfter Lying-in Hofpital affords inconte- 
ftible proof, that after the fection of the carti- 
lage, the bones of the pubes, without violence 
receded from each other full two inches and an 
eighth, I have no doubt but fo much additi- 
onal {pace would in general be fufficient to let 
the child’s head pafs, even in a pelvis fo preter- 
naturally narrow, that no other means but the 
 Ceefarian operation could be devifed for its birth. 
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Of all the caufes of difficult labour, the moft 
frequent and-invincible objection to child-birth is 
that of a riarrow or diftorted pelvis ; to remedy. 
which, the feétion of the pubes feems more pe- 
culiarly adapted; but here we are told by fome, 
that although the long axis of the pelvis may 
from~thence be extended from fide to fide, its 
fhorteft diameter from facrum to pubes, where 
additional fpace is moft wanted, will not be in- 
crealed in the fame proportion, and therefore the 
operation cannot avail. This indeed, at firft. 
fight, looks like a fpecious objection, which if 
not thoroughly examined, might greatly depre- 
ciate the merit and advantages of the new opera- 
tion. I fhall, therefore, beg the reader’s attention 
to the following circumftances, which if clearly 
~— underftood, I prefume will difprove and totally fet 
afide what has fo plaufibly been alleged againft 
it. By the fection of the pubes, it is now gene- 
rally allowed, even by its opponents; that the — 
{pace gained by the aperture between the divided 
bones, is nearly two inches and a half, even in 
the dead body, where the parts are cold, and ri- 
pid, and conféqiently lefs yielding than in a li- 
ving ftate. It will therefore follow, that as 
much of the occiput or hind head as is protru- 
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ded into an aperture at the pubes of two inches 
and a half; fo much precifely will be the fpace 
gained by this operation, and fuperadded to the 
fhort axis of the pelvis, from facrum to pubes ; 
and fince the child’s hind head, prefenting at the 
fymphyfis, is much fmaller in diameter than the 
head itfelf, fo much greater will be its projec- 
tion into the aperture ; and therefore, the fpace 
gained from facrum to pubes will be equal to 
the enlargement of the pelvis from fide to fide ; 
which is the circumftance here contended for, 
and what we prefume is fully proved, contrary 
to the affertion of thofe who have wee the 
new operation. 

4thly, From the obfervations and unqueftion- 
able authority of Petit and De La Faye, we are 
affured, that cartilages will as firmly unite after 
divifion, as bones after a fracture. But, to put 
this matter out of all doubt, Camper, a Dutch 
phyfician, made experiments upon a quadruped, 
by cutting through the cartilage of the pubes, 
and after diffecing the parts, he found aes were 
firmly united. 

Lafily, Refpeéting the pretended laceration of 
the internal pofterior ligaments of the pelvis uni- 
ting the facrum to the .ilia, I muit refer to the 
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cafe at the Weltminfter hofpital, already recited, 
where the feétion of the pubes was made in the 
prefence of 16 medical Gentlemen, and where, 
notwithftanding the {pace gained was two inches 
and an eighth, no laceration, or the leaft_ marks 
of violence, appeared; but, on the contrary, 
thofe ligaments were found perfectly firm, and 
in their natural ftate. If fo much fpace could 
be obtained without laceration in the dead body, 
where the fibres were cold and rigid, and their 
cohefion confiderably weakened by natural ten- 
dency to diffolution; how much greater {pace 
might reafonably have been expected in the li- 
ving fubjeét, where the folids are more foft and 
yielding ? 

Let us now take a comparative view of the 
Cefarian operation, for the fuccefs of which 
Rouffetus contends with fo much zeal; whilft 
Marchant condemns it as highly dangerous, and 
inforins us, that Pare, Guillemeau, Viard, and 
others of the firft rank in their profeflion, found 
this operation extremely unfuccefsful. | 

In the 4th volume of the London Medical Ob- 
fervations, may be found a cafe of Cafarian ope- 
ration accurately related, and the) only inftance 
that I know of, where it was performed upon 

the 
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the living body, 1 in this great city, for apwards 
of a century patt. From this cafe, as one which 
may be depended upon, ‘I have tranfcribed the 
following particulars, being the leading circum- 
ftances, and moft material praétical faéts relative 

to the nature and event of that operation. 
The Czfarian operation was performed on 
Martha Rhodes, O&. 21. 1769, by Mr Thom- 
fon, furgeon to the London Hofpital, who in- 
forms us, that the patient did not lofe more than 
four ounces of blood, though fhe died about five 
hours after. The body being opened, grumous 
blood, which was computed to weigh about 20 
ounces, was found on the furface of the. omen- 
tum and uterus. The cavity of the womb alfo 
contained blood; fo that the whole quantity of 
this vital fluid loft by the operation. was allowed 
to be 30 ounces. Mr Thomfon fays, it is well 
known, that in natural labours the difcharge of 
blood will often much exceed that quantity ; and 
therefore feems at a lofs to form a judgment 
what might have been the immediate caufe of 

this patient’s fudden death. | 

From this laft opinion I mutt beg leave to dif- 
fer; but even admitting the quautity of blood 
‘difcharged in a natural labour to be confiderable, 
as 
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as it fometimes is, the danger fhould not be efti- 
mated fimply by its quantity, but by the fhort 
fpace of time in which it is difcharged, as well as 
the nature of the blood itfelf, and the fource 
.from which it is derived. 

After delivery, the blood is very fonts eva: 
cuated from the innumerable fmall.veffels pro- 
ceeding from the womb, and entering the cellu- 
lar fubftance of the placenta, for the immediate 
fervice of the child; refpeéing the mother, this 
blood may therefore be looked upon as redun- 
dant, and not effential.to the fupport of her own 
body. : On the contrary, in the Czefarian feétion, 
‘where the large dilated arteries and veins of the 
womb are divided, and 30 ounces of vital blood, 
or that merely maternal, fuddenly gufhes forth 
in a full ftream, I am inclined to think that fo — 
powerful a check to the circulation, may fufpend 
the heart’s motion, and prove the immediate 
caufe of the patient’s death, by producing ‘a mor- 
tal fyncope; particularly when we confider, that 
the hypogaftric arteries entering the uterus, 
proceed from large branches of the aorta, thro’ 
_ which the blood circulates with extreme velo- 
city., 
G4 But 
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But could we fuppofe the patient might efeape 
a mortal haemorrhage after this operation, would 
not the large quantity of grumous blood extra- 


vafated in the cavity of the belly, from which it. 
could not be evacuated, corrupt and deftroy the. 


contiguous vital pafts, and ait the remote 
caufe of her death? 


The fe€tion of the pubes, which the 


child to be born by the. natural paflage, carries 
not with it thofe ideas of cruelty which attend 
the Cafarian operation, where the patient is, as 
it were, emboweled alive. No formidable ap- 
paratus is neceflary; the fection heing made 
with expedition, and without pain or danger ; 
no blood-veflel, nerve, or other parts effential to 
life, are wounded ; thefe divided, being only 
fkin, cellular membrane and. -infenfible cartilage, 
from which neither hemorrhage, or fymptoma: 
tic fever, are to be apprehended, 
Thefe are my reafons for preferring the new 
operation, by which the mother and child may 
probably both be faved; but where the mother 
at leaft,.to whofe fafety our principal attention 
fhould be directed, would generally be loft aa 
Czefarian fection. 
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To thofe who vaguely give it as their opinion, 
that this operation will not fucceed, the anfwer | 
is fhort ; it has already fucceeded; and therefore. 
it may again fucceed, particularly with fuch as 
are difpofed to give it a fair and judicious trial. 
M. Le Roy gives feveral examples of its fuc- 
cefs. M. Defpree, furgeon in Brittany, per- 
formed the feétion of the pubes with ‘happy event 
in 1778: And Monf. de Lambon, firlt furgeon 
to the Duchefs of Lorraine, in a letter to Monf 
de Brambilla, lately publifhed at Mons, informs 
him, that he had performed the fection of the 
pubes on two patients with fuccefs; one of which . 
fubmitted to the operation twice, and is now in 
perfe& health, as well as her child, of which fhe 
‘was happily delivered by the fecond operation. _ 
My ingenious friend, Dr Haufman of Brunf- 
wick, who did me the honour to number him- 
 felf among my pupils, alfo obliged me witha 
manufcript account of this operation fuccelsfully 
performed by Profeffor Siebold. 
To conclude, refpecting the cafe of Mrs Sou- 
chot, upon whom the fection of the pubes was 
firft performed by M. Sigault, fuch was the e- 
vent, that both the mother and child were pre- 
ferved ; the circumftances appeared fo extraor- 
dinary, 
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dinary, that Commiffioners were appointed by. 


the Medical Faculty of Paris, to examine into 


the ftate of the cafe, and fuccefs attending it; in 
confequence of which, the honour of prize me- 
dals was conferred on M. Sigault, as well as 
M. Le Roy, who anmed him in the opera- 
tion. 33. 

To this Work of Dr Leake, which is ile 
ted to the Queen, and which has been tranflated_ 
into the French and German languages, is now 
prefixed a portrait of the Author. It contains 
alfo additional obfervations on the ufe of cam- 
phor in child-bed fevers ; and an account of a 
new and fuccefsful method of treating uterine 
hainorrhagies. Of thefe we propofe to give 
fome account in a future number. 

To thefe obfervations on the feétion of the 
fymphyfis pubis, we may alfo add, that it has of 


- late been fuccefsfully performed in Spain, by 


Signor Canivell, Surgeon Major to the naval ho- 
fpital at Cadiz. 

* 
_ The following account of the fuccefsful treat- 
ment of the Hydrocephalus Internus, by means 
ef the Vapour Bath, is extracted from a letter 


_ written 
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written by Dr A. Hunter, Phyfician at York, to 
Dr Will. ‘Hunter, Phyfician to the Queen. 


-. & A child, in the third year of its age, was 


afflicted with the hydrocephalus internus in a 
moft alarming degree ; and as various remedies 
had been unfuccefsfully ufed, a trial of the Va- 


pour Bath was at laft recommended, not from 


any juft reafoning upon the cafe, but rather from 
a defire to cultivate a forlorn hope. Not being 


at that time much acquainted with the nature of 
the Vapour Bath, I gave it as my opinion, that 


the operation would prove fatal to the child, 
imagining, that the fudden rarefa&tion of the 


fluids would increafe the preflure upon the brain, 


already difeafed by accumulated weight. But 


when I found that the friends of the child had 
_ determined upon the trial, I fubmitted my judg- 


ment to their refolution; and the child was ac- 
cordingly placed in the fumigating chair, with 
anxious fears on my part. The firft operation 
was continued for the fpace of feven minutes ; 


‘and, as the child bore it well, and feemed rather 


better on the fucceeding day, I felt myfelf ‘en- 


‘couraged in the profecution of the fumigation. 
accordingly recommended it to be continued 


every other day ; and, at the expiration of 20 
| days, 
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days, I {peak it with aftonifhment! every fymp- 
tom was diminifhed. The child could then view 
objects with pleafurable attention; could articu- 
late a few words, and, with a little affiftance, 
could walk acrofs the room ; whereas, before 
the fumigation, it had loft its fpeech, its eyes 
wandered without defign, its apprehenfion was 
almoft annihilated, and its limbs were unable to 
fupport the weight of its body. The cure being 
performed in the fpring, I recommended fea- 
bathing during the fummer months, which ful- 
ly anfwered the purpofe of giving additional 
ftrength. And here it will be neceffary to ob- 
ferve, that feven grains of Peruvian bark, given 
twice a-day, was the only medicine prefcribed 
during the courfe of fumigation ; and that was 
exhibited with a view to increafe the ar. 
of the extravafated fluid. 

The Vapour Bath, when highly beintamnened 
with ftimulating aromatics, occafions a fudden — 
rednefs of the fkin; a temporary fever is brought 
on, and a copious perfpiration is produced, which 
ufually terminates as foon as the patient is dref- 
fed. From thefe appearances, we may rational- 
ly account for the abforption of water preterna- 


“turally collected in the ventricles of the brain. 
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This being a folitary cafe, we muft not give 
our hopes too much indulgence: Let it, there- 
fore, only be confidered as fair ground for future 
experiment. 1 could fay a great deal in favour 
of the Vapour Bath, in the cure of a variety of 
difeafes, having, fince the above cafe, had a con- 
fiderable degree of experience in that mode of 
practice: But, as ! wifh to confine this letter to 
the fuccefsful treatment of the hydrocephalus in- 
ternus, 1 fhall leave the fubjeét for the prefent, 
and content myfelf with the general recommen- 
dation of a practice that feems to deferve our fe- 
rious attention. 


a Some Gentlemen, at Stockholm in Sweden, 
have lately begun to publifh a Medical Journal, z 
to which they have given the name of Weckofkrift a 
for Lakare och Naturforfkare, i.e. Weekly Pa- ) 
pers for Phyficians and Naturalifts. The Editors 
have propofed to confine themfelves as much as 
poffible to Swedifh Medical and Philofophical 
difcoveries ; yet, as thefe will probably not afford 
fufficient materials for a weekly number, they 
propofe alfo to pay attention to the moft intereft- 
ing foreign publications. net 
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A fimilar Work is likewife publifhed at Gots 
tenburg in Sweden, and one number comes out 
every month, under the title of Samling af Kort 
och Uptackter; i.e. A Colle€tion of Experiments 
and Difcoveries. The Editors of this Work 
have adopted a very extenfive plan ; comprehend- 
ing not only Phyfic, Surgery, Chemiftry, and 
Natural Hiftory, but alfo Oeconomy, Agricul- 


Biographical Accounts of eminent Literary Men. 
We are informed in the preface, that although 
the Editors propofe chiefly to publifh thofe new 
difcoveries that are made in foreign countries in 


the practical fciences, yet they cannot but like- 


wife leave room for their native literary produc- 
tions. They have alfo made it a facred rule, 
never to let any indecent criticifin or perfonality 
enter their publications. 


ture, Trade, Manufactures, &c. together with © 


From thefe two fources we hope, from | time to 


time, to be enabled to communicate to our read- 


ers, important difcoveries in various branches of 


Medical Literature, particularly in Chemiftry; 


On 


_ which has. of late been cultivated in Sweden with — 
lefs affiduity than futcefs. 
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On the 2gth of November 1780, died at:Ley- 
den, in the 76th year of his age, Hieronymus 
David Gaubius, firft Phyfician to the Stadholder, 
and Member of many of the moft eminent learned 
Societies in Europe. Dr Gaubius ftudied under 
the illuftrious Boerhaave ; and, from diftinguith- 
ing marks of genius and induftry, became fo 
much the favourite of his Profeflor, that he re-. 
figned the Chemical Chair in his behalf, from 
the conviction that no one was better fitted to 
fupport the credit of the Univerfity. Dr Gau- 
bius taught at Leyden, with deferved applaufe, 
for the fpace of 40 yeats. But, in the year 1775, 

he retired from the laborious: duties of an office, : 
to which his advanced age was but ill fuited, to 
make way for the prefent eminent Profeflor, 
John David Hahn, then Profefflor at Utrecht. 
The high reputation which he acquired in his 
own country as a fkilful practitioner, and an in- 
ftrudtive teacher, was extended over all Europe 
by feveral valuable publications ; particularly by 
his Inftitutiones Pathologiz Medicinalis, and his 
_Adverfaria, which have contributed not a little 
to the improvement, both of the see and 
Pra@ice of Medicine. 
On 
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On the 6th of December 1780, Jofeph Lieu- 
tavd, Counfellor of State, and firft Phyfician at 
the Court of France, died at Verfailles, in the 
28th year of his age. Mr Lieutaud was born at 
Aix in Provence, and refided principally there, 
till he took the degree of Doétor of Medicine. 
After this he’ profecuted his ftudies for fome 
years at Montpelier. He returned to Aix, 
where he foon acquired extenfive practice, and 
became eminent for literary abilities. There he 
— refided till the year 1750, when he was invited 
to ad as Phyfician to the Royal Infirmary at 
Verfailles. There he praétifed with fuch reputa- 
tion and fuccefs, that he foon arrived at the head 
of his profeffion ; and, in the year 1774, upon 
the death of Mr Senac, he was appointed Archi- 
ater. His extenfive engagements in practice did 
not prevent him from cultivating the Science of 
Medicine in all its branches, and from freely 
communicating to others the refult of his own 
ftudies. He publifhed, during his lifetime, many 
valuable works. Among thefe we may mention 
the following, which have eftablifhed his reputa-. 
tion while alive, and which will tranfmit his fame 
to lateft pofterity. 
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@e Precis dela Medicine; Pratique, 
3. Precis de la Matiere 
Effis Anatomique. 
5. Synopfis Univerfe Pragecs, Miedice:. . 
6. Hiftoria Anatomico-Medica. 


_ While we: shes mention the death of two emi- 
nent Phyficians, the fruits of whofe labours the 
world have had a full opportunity of enjoying ; 
we cannot, without regret, take notice of the lofs 
of an ingenious young Anatomift, Mr Andrew 
Blackall, who lately died at Briftol hot-wells, in 
the 27th year of his age. To more than ordi- 
nary natural abilities, Mr Blackall fuperadded | 
‘fingular induftry. After profecuting the ftudy 
of his profeffion at London, Edinburgh, and Pa- 
ris, he fettled in Dublin, his. native city. There 
his attention and abilities, procured for him 
the friendfhip and patronage of Drs Cleghorn, 
M‘Bride, Purcell, and many others, who were 
happy to have an opportunity of patronizing fin- 
gular_merit. His ambition, however, prompted 
him to aim at higher objects than he thought 
could be obtained in Dublin. And, ona va- 
cancy in an anatomical theatre in London, by 
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the-death of Mr Magnes Falconer, he removed to 
that city, where he began-the office of a lecturer 
with the moft flattering profpeéts of fuccels. But a 


pulmonary confumption foon put a period to hig 
progrefs, and to his life. 


Dr Thomas Miek, ‘and Dr John Lind of Ply- 
mouth, have lately been elected Fellows of the 
Royal College of Phyficians of Edinburgh ; and 
Dr William Grieve has ‘been admitted a Licen- 
trate. 


ai; 


* 
Mr John Rae, fecond fon to Mr James Rae, 
has lately been admitted a Member of the 
Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh. 
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Lift of New Books. 


N affectionate Tribute to the Memory of: 
the late Dr J. Fothergill. By W. asa 
M.D. 4to. London, 
A Critical Enquiry into the ancient and mos 
dern Manner of Treating the Difeafes of the U- 
rethra. By Jeffe Foot, one of the Company of 
Surgeons in London, and privileged Practitioner 
from the College of St Peterfburgh. 8vo. London. | 
A Treatife on Sympathy, in two parts, Part sft, 
On Sympathy in general. — Part 2d, On Febrile 
Sympathy. By Seguin Henry Jackfon, M. D. 
Member of the Royal College of Phyficians, Lon- 
don, and of the Royal Medical Society, Edin- 
burgh, and Phyfician to the Weftminfter Gene- : 
ral Difpenfary. London. 
Obfervations, Medical and Political, on the 
Small Pox and Inoculation; and on the De- 
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creafe of Mankind at every Age; with a compa- 
rative View of the Difeafes moft fatal to London 
during ninety Years. By W. Black, M.D. 8vo. 
London. | 

Cafes of the Angina Trachealis, with the Mode 
of Cure, in a Letter to William Hunter, M. D. 
&c. By Richard Bayley, Surgeon, to which is 
added, a Letter from Peter Middleton, M. D. 
to the Author. 8vo. New York. 
OA Treatife on the Gonorrhea, to which is 
added, a Critical Enquiry into the different Me- 
thods of adminiftering Mercury, intended as a 
Supplement to a former Work, entitled, a New 
and Fafy Method of Cure, by the introduction 
of Mercury into the Syftem, through the orifices 
of the ‘abforbent Veffels on the infide of the 
Mouth. By Peter Clare, Surgeon. 8vo. Lon- 

The Principles and Prattice of Midwifery ; 
by Edward Fofter; M. D. completed and cor- 
redted by James Sims, MD. 8vo. London. 

" Chemical Effays, by R. Watfon, D. D. F.R.S. 
2 vols.’ 8vo. London. 

Philofophical Enquiries into the Laws 
Animal Life. By Hugh Smith, M. D. 4to. 
London, 
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Cafes of Infanity, the Epilepfy,, Hypochondria- 
tal Affection, Hyfteric Paffion,-and Nervous Dif- 
orders, fuccefsfully treated by W. Petfed, om 
gcon. 8vo. Londons’: 

Obfervations on the Vegetables, 
which are indigenous i in Great Britain; or culti- 


vated for ‘ornament. B. — 


London. 

An Effay on Poifons. Lon 
don. 

A fhort Enquiry i into. the Merit of elie. fo 
far as it may be neceffary to compare them with 
the operation of Lithotomy. By Jere Whitaker 
Newman. 8vo. Lofidon. 

Select Differtations from the Aca- 
demicz, a Supplement to Mr Stillingfleet’s Traéts 
relating ‘to Natural Hiftory, tranflated by the 
Reverend F. Jj. ‘Brand, A. vol. 
London. 

Medical Anecdotes of laft Years 
By B. Dominicetti, M. D:~ 8vo.’ Londons’ 

Obfervatlons on the Nature, Caufes, and Cure 
of Melancholy. By Ben. Faweet, A. M. : »12mMo. 
London. 
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An Account of an Elaftic Trochar, 
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‘Trochar ; with a few words in favour of a larger _ 


Trochar, on a fimilar conftruétion, for tapping 
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{ciamo, & Aconito. 8vo. Nemaufi. 
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 Diffetazione fulla preferenza dell” Operazi- 
one della Cateratta per eftrazione, publicata den- 
tro la Nuova Reale Univerfita di Chirurgia, e- 
vetta dal. Re. N. 8. nel Real Spedale deg!’ in- 
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Efperienze’ intorno. alla ‘delle 
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mali di Michele Troja, publico regio Profef- 
fore, per le Malattie degli Occhi; ¢ della vanes 
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Saggi fopra -’Attivita della Machina Elettrica, 
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auétoritate Reverendi admodum Viri Gulielmi 
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Medicina Honoribus et Privilegiis rite et legiti- . 
me confequendis, eruditorum examini fubjece- 


runt, ad diem 12mum Septembris 1780. 
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Les Avantages de I’ Inoculation, & Ja meilleure Me- 
. thode de Padminiftrer. Ouvrage traduit de 
Ja Differtation Latine, couronnée par |’ Aca- 
demic. Royale des Sciences, Infcriptions & 
Belles-Lettres de Touloufe ; & compofée par 
M. P. Camper, Dotteur en Medicine, ‘Profef- 
feur d’Anatomie, de Chirurgie, & de Medi- 
cine, dans l’Univerfite de Groningue; des Aca- 
demies de Paris, de Londres, de Harlem, oc. 


“HIS Differtation was written in anfwer to 
the queftion propofed by the Academy of | 
Touloufe, announced in the title of the book. 
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Mr Camper thinks it unneceffary to notice 
the comparative number of deaths that happen 
in the inoeulated and in the natural {mall pox. 


The conclufion in favour of inoculation, drawn 


from. fuch comparifon, is now fixed beyond a 
doubt. But the advantages of inoculation, in 
refpeét of the fymptoms of the difeafe, have not 
yet been clearly fhown ; thefe, therefore, our 
Author makes the particular objec of his atten- 
tion. 

1. A petechial fever frequently attends the 
{mall pox, which is for the moft part fatal. Our 


Author has feen, in two inftances, a petechial 


fever accompanying the inoculated finall pox. . 
He profeffes his ignorance that any perfon has 


been able to difcover this difpofition to putrid fe- 


ver lurking in the habit, by certain and undeni- 


able figns; but of this he is fure, that the natu- 


ral fmall pox is frequently conjoined with pete- 


chize, and that they feldom appear in banc inocu- 
lated fmall pox. => 


2. A fécond ‘advantage pointed out by our 


Author, refpea&ts the number of finall pox.’ He 
finds, that in almoft every cafe of {mall pox, the 


eryption js more numerous on the face than. on™ 


the rei ofl the body! in proportion, to 


COMMENTARIES. 131° 


of furface; and, by an accurate obfervation of 
forty inoculated patients, he ftates this propor~. 
tion, to be as 5 to 1 nearly, and that about 
one-fifth of the whole number of {mall pox. ge- 
nerally appears on the face. _ 
But as the difeafe is efteemed more or. lel 
dangerous, and is faid to be confluent, or not, 
according to the number of puftules on the face ; 
- and as one-fifth of the greateft number of pu- 
ftules that has been known to appear after-ino- 
culation; will never give a confluent fmall pox, 
our Author thinks, that the danger to be appre- 
hended from a numerous eruption is greatly lef- 
fened, if not altogether removed, by inoculation. 
_ Under the three following heads Mr.Cam- 
per notices fome of the fymptoms of the difeafe. 
The {welling of the face, hands and feet, and fa- 
livation, which have been confidered as falutary 
when occurring in the courfe of the fimall pox, 
our Author thinks are the confequence only of a 
numerous eruption, are by no means effential to 
the difeafe, and are only to be prevented by ino- 
culation, which diminifhes the number of. pu- 
- ftules. In the fame manner he accounts for the 
inflammation of the fauces, and the cough, on 
the 7th, 8th or gth day from the eruption. 
| Thefe 
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‘Thefe are very troublefome fymptoms ; but as it 
is by inoculation alone, that the number of pu- 
fiules on the fauces and: afpera arteria can be 
~ diminifhed, it appears that benefit and relief may 
be derived from this praétice. 

Our Author, after making fome obfervations 
on the fecondary fever, concludes, that it is pofé 
fible that 4 fecondary fever may occur in the 
inoculated fmall pox; but fuch an occurrence is 
very rare, perhaps does not happen in ten of a 
thoufand inoculated perfons, although it always 
appears in the natural {mall pox. ‘Fhis is there- 
fore a remarkable advantage which the artificial 
has. over the natural difeafe. 

Our Author, in the whole courfe of his prac- 
tice, only obferved two inftances of an inflamma- 
tion of the eye, followed by a fpeck, after inocu- 
lation. He never faw an eye entirely deftroyed 
in confequence of inoculated fmall pox. 

Mr Camper flightly notices the painful fup- 
purations, which: happen under the fkin, in the 
joints, and often in the cartilages, the confump- 
tions; afthmas, and abortions, fo often the con- 
fequence of gatural’ fmall pox: None of thefe 
have'¢ ever been obferved after inoculation. 

Another 
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Another advantage hot to be overlooked, is, 
that although a good many puftules are produ- 
ced in corfequence of inoculation, yet they ne- 
ver run together, and they always fall off in fuch 
a manner that no remarkable pit or {car is left. 

Farther, by means of inoculation we may ea- 
fily afcertain whether a perfon has already had 
the {mall pox, when that is uncertain, which 
could not be done without endangering life, 

if, for the fake of the trial, the perfon were 
-expofed to the infection of the natural fmall pox. 

Mr Camper, it the fecond fection, treats of, 
the beft method of inoculation. Almoft every 
author recommends the preparation of the body, 
fo that it may happily undergo the fmall pox. 
Our Author enters upon the fubje& with a view — 
to determine whether it be poffible to accomplith 
fuch preparation. After enumerating the va- 
rious injunctions on this head, as laid down by 
Rhafes in the natural fmall pox, he obferves, 
‘that thefe rules have been implicitly followed by 
fucceeding phyficians, and equally applied to the 
natural and inoculated fmall pox; for, as the 


difeafe in either cafe has the fame courfe, the — . 


fame doctrine, and the fame rules are applicable. 
But we are not to reafon a priori ; for the {mall 
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pox, like other peftiléntial difeafes, affe& us by 
“contagion; but that contagion ats differently; 
according to the difference of conftitytion or 
temperament. (We mutt therefore enquire what 
conftitutions are more or lefs favourable for the 
{mall pox? Whether, by any preparation, thefe 
conftitutions can be changed and made better ; 
at what time, and by what means? We are to 
examine, with the greateft attention, the fuccefs 
of inoculation, sages with or without pre- 
paration. | 
In confidering the conftitution or tempera- 
ment, as depending upon the ftate of the air, 
diverfity of climate, and of modes of living, our 
Author abfolutely rejects any influence which 
thefe have been fuppofed to have in giving a fa- 
vourable-or unfavourable {mall pox. He ‘ob- 
ferves, however, that when the /hin is tran/pa- 
rent, and of an agreeable rofe-colour, the fmall pox 
are always diftiné ; and concludes, that there are 
particular conftitutions, adapted as it were to the 
“confluent, others to the diftin&, and others to an 
intermediate {mall pox; which conftitutions can- 
_ not be changed by any means in our power. 
Befides, thefe, conftitutions are often hereditary, : 
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fo that we may predic the fate of children from 
what we know of their parents. 

Author goes an to examine what phyfi- 
cians have done to change the nature, or abate 
the violence of the difeafe, and with what fuc- 
+ « 

They have employed blood-letting ; they have 
_ prohibited the eating of flefh-and fith; in regard 
to wine; oil, butter, and the like, they have ei- 
ther ordered or interdicted them in the fame 
manner as Rbajfes has done. But they have ne- 
ver been able to overcome the fatality of the di- 
ftemper. Let us confult the bills of mortality 
in an age when the antiphlogiftic method ‘of 
Rhafes has been introduced ; whether the num- 
ber of deaths have been fewer. -From the year 
1731 to 1750, 39,115 have died of the fmall 
- pox in London. It is evident, therefore, that 
neither diet nor medicines have any effect on the 
difeafe. The wifer phyficians declare, that they 
never could abate the violence of the {mall pox, 
either by blood-letting or by medicines, 

The preparation of the body, fo much cele- 
brated, has been carried on for a month, for . 
two weeks, for twelve, ten, or for nine days before 
inoculation, But our Author atks, If it is cre- 
dible, 
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dible, that by blood-letting, acid diet, abftinence, 
and the like, the conftitution of the patient can _ 
be fo foon changed ? Confult Gatti, Ranby, and 
Dimfdale, who often negle&ted all preparation, 
and you will find them all agreeing with me, 
fays our Author, that preparation is altogether 
ufelefs. | 
Dr Camper even goes farther, and thinks pre- 
‘paration hurtful, 1/7, Becaufe the nature of the 
contagion is not known ; 2d, Becaufe during the 
time of preparation, the patients to be inoculated 
are uneafy from fear and apprehenfion ; 3d, 
When the fmall pox is epidemic, the perfons to 
be inoculated are expofed, by the delay, to the 
natural difeafe. 
- Our Author ftarts the queftion, Whether, 
upon indulging the patient in the ufe of flefh, 
fith, and wine, &’c. before inoculation, fuch for- 
midable fymptoms had appeared, as to frighten 
phyficians, and induce them to prohibit fuch ‘’ 
diet ; or, after the example of Rhafes, they have, 
without fufficient experience, adopted fo cruel 
and ridiculous a practice? He has himfelf allow- 
ed to fome of his patients different'kinds of flefh 
and fat meats; in others, he has employed no 
* medicine whatever duritig the courfe of: the dif- 
| | ‘eafe, 
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eafe, and the event of his practice never difap- 
pointed him. He acknowledges, however, that 
he was cautious, and never trufted patients to 
‘nature alone, but fuch as were of a fair com- 
plexion. He has inoculated children labouring 
under /pina ventofa, and to whom he gave 
no medicines, with the beft fuccefs. With the 
fame fuccefs he has inoculated others, whofe face 
and whole body was covered with herpetic erup- 
tion, without preparation, and without the ad- 
_miniftration of any remedy. Neither does he 
think, that in thefe inftances he was guilty of 
imprudence ; for, ignorant what was to be done, 
or what ought to be given, he chofe rather to 
commit the cure to nature, tham to difturb this 
careful and provident mother, by i improper me- 
dicines. He quotes alfo the fuccefsful inocula- 
tion of Murray and Dimfdale im a variety of 
chronic affe€tions ; and from the whole atks, 
Whether the advantages in artificial {mall pox, © 
are not derived from the circumftance of inocu- 
lation itfelf, and not at all from any preparations 
or from medicines correcting or r changing the 
crafis of the blood? 

Our Author proceeds to confider thofe -. 
cines which have been recommended as fpecifics 

in 
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in the {mall pox. Syrup of pearls, fo much boatt- 
ed of by Rda/és, antimony, mercury, either exhi- 
bited feparately or united, as was the practice of 
Boerhaave, and is ftill that of our prefent inocu- 
lators, have each a fhare of our Author’s atten- 
tion. He endeavours to fhow the uncertainty 
of the ground upon which they are-given ; the 
little efficacy they have in changing the nature 
of the difeafe ; and he concludes, from the whole 
of his reafoning, and from his obfervation, that 
as yet no fpecific has been difcovered for the — 
{mall pox. | 
Many phyficians, he obferves, have a fingular 

choice of diet for patients in the fmall pox. Dr 
Camper thinks, that every kind of diet may be 
proper, provided the fick take, in moderation, 

fuch things as they have been accuftomed to. 
He is of the fame opinion refpe€ting the ex- 
pofure of the fick to cold air. He condemns. 
the Suttonian praQlice as unneceflary, and fre- 
quently dangerous, from inducing other difeafes. 
He obferves, that inoculation is equally fuccefs-_ 
ful in the Indies, at the Cape of Good Hope, 
and even in the hotteft regions of America, as in 
Sweden os in Ruffia. The. heat or coldnefs of 
the air, therefore, is of no confequence ; we are 
to 
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to confult the habits of the Patient in nee of 
the one or other. 

In refpe& of the feafon of the year, and the 
age of the patient, Mr Camper is inclined to 
- avoid inoculating in the autumn ; and he forbids 
the inoculation of very young children, efpecially 
of infants on the breaft, becaufe he has always 
found the eruption much more numerous with 
them than in patients more advanced in life. 
But when; the natural fmall pox are epidemic, 
_ thefe rules are not to be regarded. 

The circumftance of the menfes occurring in 
the courfe of the fmall pox, has no bad effect, 
as fome have thought, on the difeafe. Pregnant 
women may be inoculated with fafety.. Wet 
nurifes alfo, are inoculated, without.detriment to 
the child, if it is not allowed to fuck at the timie ° 
when the eruptive fever commences. 

In the choice of the matter for inoculation, 
Mr Camper agrees with all the -inoculators, in 
preferring limpid matter, as being lefs liable to. 
fail in giving the difeafe. It is beft when taken 
from the wounds made on inoculation, efpecially 
while the eruptive fever is going on. At the 
Jame time, he obferves, that inoculation repeated 
for fix =e fucceffively, does no hurt, and one 

eruption 


» 

r 

«, 


eruption only takes place, unlefs’ a fecond a 


ceeds from.a fecondary fever. . 

Tis a matter of indifference, our Author ob. 

- ferves, from what kind of {mall pox the matter 
for inoculation be taken; at the fame time, it 
‘may be prudent to take it from the belt kind. 

It is alfo a matter of little confequence, whe- 
ther a greater or fmaller quantity of the virus be 
applied by one or more incifions, 

In making the incifion, either with a sade: or 
lancet, it is fufficient.if we pierce the ‘epidermis ; 
it Is ‘immaterial whether the wound is bloody or 
not ; and if it is, eae the ‘Maou! is s wiped 
of ‘or not. | 

‘Mr Camper has added two reprefenting 
the regular and irregular changes which appear 
“to take place in ‘the pun@ures that-are made in 
inoculation ; atid he thinks they may be ufeful 
to young’ practitioners, who may not have had 
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Obprvations, Medical and Political, on the Small 
| Pox, and the Advantages and Difadvantages of 
general Inoculation, efpecially in Cities’: And 
on the Mortality of Mankind at every Age in 
City and Country, &c. By W. Black, M. D. 


H E fit chapter of the work before US, 
our: Author dedicates almoft entirely to 
the confideration of finall pox.—He firft treats 
of the origin of {mall pox and meafles ; the 
treatment of the former, by the Arabians 
and Indians, and of inoculation in India and © 
China; the tranfportation of the variolous in- 
feGtion to America; the introduétion of inocu- 
lation to Europe ; the advantages derived from 
it, together with the proportion of fuch as die in 
the natural and inoculated {mall pox. 

’ He then proceeds to ftate the controverfy re- 
fpedting general inoculation in London and other 
great cities, at the private houfes of the inhabi- 
tants; and: concludes with an inveftigation of - 
the probable effe&ts of this practice, whether it 
would prove hurtful or beneficial to the commu- 
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nity at large. —— Baron Dimfdale’s different 
publications on this interefting fubje& are exa- 
mined and, as our Author conceives, refuted, 
The Baron has been a very warm opponent 
 to-a fcheme that was propofed for a general ino- 
culation of the lower clafs of people i in London, 
on the fuppofition of its having an influence in. 
rendering the fmall pox more deftruétive than 
they have hitherto been, by keeping up a more 
conftant fupply of variolous matter. 
_. Though the lofs, fays Baron Dimfdale, he 
inoculation is very incgnfiderable, almoft the 
whole of:thofe that are inoculated recovering ; 
yet, by fpreading the’ difeafe, a greater propor. 
tion take it in the natural way, more lives are now 
loft in London than before inoculation commen- 
ced ; and the community at large fuftains a 
greater lofs: The practice, therefore, he confi- 
ders as more detrimental than beneficial to fo- 
ciety ; and gives as the principal fupport of his 
opinion, that the bills of mortality from {mall 
pox in London, have of late years, fince inocu- 
Jation became fo general, encreafed to a truly 
alarming degree. The deaths from this. difeafe, 
on a medium of the’ four years preceding the- 
_, year 1776, having annually amounted to 2544. 
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_ In .anfwer, however, to, this pinion of the 
Baron’ s, Dr Black obferves, that the affertion is 
not founded on fa& ; for before inoculation was 
introduced, he, finds, that the, deaths by {mall. pox 
were, much more numerous than they liave. been. 
fince, even greater. than in wary 
ed by Baron Dimfdale. . 1 

he. number of. deaths from. this difeafe in.Lon-. 
don, amounted: at.a medium, to nearly 3000 
annually ; and at that period, inoculation bad 
been; merely heard of in, Britain, but had not 
come, into practice. In 1710, when inoculation 
had fcarcely; been ever mentioned, the number 
of deaths. from {mall pox, we find to have a- 
mounted tq 3138; and in 1681, to 2982. 
In 1721, fo,.cautious and fearful were they of 
inoculation in London, that in that year.an ex- 
periment.was made of its effeéts upon fix con- 
demned , malefactors, who, by that ‘means re- 
deemed their lives... From.1722 to 1727, Dr 
Jurin could collect only 764 perfons inoculated 
in all that interval, London and other 


years only, from 1715 5 to 1728, fmall pox deaths 
| _ 
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are found in London to amount to 27,367 3 
nearly to 2300 annually. 

From thefe and other faéts, Dr Black thinks 
it highly probable, that inoculation has not hi- 
therto had any influence, in rendering the natu- 
ral fmall pox more deftruétive than they were 
_ before this practice was introduced ; and, if all 
— ranks of people could be induced to fubmit to 
a general inoculation, numbers, which are at pre- 
fent liable to be cut off by this fatal difeafe, 
might be annually faved to the ftate. 
~ Baron Dimfdale farther objects to general ino- 
culation, that it would not probably be found to 
fucceed ; from the poor in London being mifer- 
ably lodged, from their houfes being in clofe 
lanes, courts and alleys; from their being often 
_in want of neceffaries ; and from the father and 
mother being fo conftantly abroad, in order to 
procure food and neceffaries, as would put it out — 
of their power to give proper attention to their 
children under inoculation; and from the fame 
caufe, fuch articles of medicine and diet as 
might be thought proper by the phyficians, 
would never be regularly adminiftred. — 

Various arguments are adduced by our Au- 
thor in -anfwer to thefe obfervations of the Ba- 
ron’s on general inoculation ; but the moft con- 

clufive, 
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clufive, we think, is, that bad impure air, and 
the feveral objections already enumerated, mutt 
furely prove more hurtful in natural and malig- 
nant {mall pox than in the mild artificial difeafe. 
——The plan of an inoculating hofpital, as pro- 


_pofed by Baron Dimfdale, would not, he thinks, 


prove of much utility, as none are propofed to 
be admitted under feven years of age, it being 
found impoflible in hofpitals to accommodate in- 


fants; but it is well known, that out of all that 


are feized with the natural {mall pox, a {mall 
proportion only occurs of fuch as have pafled 
their feventh year; fo that of confequence, if 
this plan fhould be adopted, a great part of man- 


_kind would be deprived of all the advantages re-. 
fulting from the practice of inoculation. 


With a view to render the utility of inocula- 
tion as general as poffible, Dr Black propofes 
that a Difpenfary thould be ereéted folely for this 
purpofe. Here all indigent people would get 
their children inoculated gratis, would receive 
whatever medicines might be proper; and in 
dangerous cafes, able practitioners would be 
ready to attend at the patients houfes. 

All this, our Author obferves, might be done 


. with very little expence; for, with refpec& to 


K 2 medicines, 
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medicines, it ig well known. that very few are, 
in general, neceflary'ia any cafe of. inoculation ; 
and fuch as are found neceflary,are by: no, means 
of an expenfive nature.---He likewife thinks, that 
there would be no difficulty in procurmg the at- 
tendanee, both of .phyficians, and. apothecaries : 

Inthe infancy of- the, fcheme, he:'would expec. 
to be got-gratis; -but,as. the -funds of the 

ai inftitution --increafe, the: Gentlemen employed, 
ought, he thinks,'to be rewarded with proper 

If fuch a plan as-is here. propofed, - could be 
adopted to its full;extent, , the number of . lives, 
which on moderate calculations, ; might thereby 
be expeéted to be faved to the public, would be 
very confiderable indeed.—In the:-modern. im- 
proved ftate of inoculation, it is. well. known, 
that there is fcarcely one dies of '500.—lt is alfo 
known, that. London, by births and recruits, re- 
quires an annual fupply of, at leaft, 29,000 in- 
dividuals: Now, by the calculation of one to 

500, out.of 29,000 inoculated, 58 deaths only 
would enfue. 

‘Extend this. calculation to Great Britain and 
Ireland ; by. Davenant’s eftimate, the annual 
hirths among nine millions of inhabitants in thefe 

‘two 
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two iflands, will:amount to:about 300,000 ;' and 
fuppofing: all: thefe ta:be inoculated, and.one out 
of s00:todie; the nation,’ mftead of lofing 30,000 
annually: by: fmall:pox;: which it ‘is :prétty. certain 
fhe does at:prefent;. would lofe: only 6003: and 
extending the fame: calculation to all Europe, 
from the:numbers. we fuppofe jit: at prefent. to 
contain; ithe: deaths: would not amount to more 
than 8000; and,: according to this calculation, 
392,000 lives would be annually preferved, which 
are at prefent carried off by this dreadful. difor- 
_ Having: confidered with; great attention this 
important fubje& in the firft chapter of his work, 
Dr Black:next proceeds to:treat of bills of mor- 
tality. On this fubject he beftows two chapters. 
And in thefe, befides an account of their efta- 
blithment.in Europe, and many remarks on the 
mortality :at different - apes, in city, town and 
country, he»prefents the reader alfo, with many 
critical. refle€tions upon the difeafes and cafual- 
ties which have proved moft fatal. “And he has 
given tables of the difeafes, cafualties and total 
deaths from 1701 to.1776 ; on which he’ offers 
many. important remarks. But-of thefe the ‘li- 
mits of our work will not allow us to give an 
K 3  analyfis. 
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analyfis. We may only remark, that the Au. 
thor’s obfervations lead him every where to con- 
clude, that the bills of mortality have hitherto 
been conducted in an imperfe& and negligent 
manner ; and that, therefore, before philofo- 
phers, -phyficians, or the country at large, can 
derive any benefit from them, they muft under- 
go a very great reformation. And in a poft- 
fcript to his work, he has propofed a plan for 
this purpofe. | 

In place of the prefent unequal boundaries of 
parifhes, and the uninformed rabble of parith- 
clerks and female fearchers, to whom this bufi- 
nefs is at prefent entrufted, he propofes, that 
London, its fuburbs and contiguous. villages, 
fhould be divided into 27 or 28 equal diftricts ; 
and that to each of thefe, one infpe&tor fhould 
be allotted with a falary of L.60 per annum 
Thefe infpeors fhould be chofen from amongtt 
medical men, furgeons and apothecaries ; and 
their certificate fhould be indifpenfible previous to 
interment. Each of thefe infpe&ors fhould make 
a monthly report to the general hall. And here, 
inftead of appointing a, perfon ignorant of the 
principles of calculation, and ftill more of medi-' 
eine, to fuperintend the general hall, to arrange 
| and 
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and clafs difeafes, he propofes to fill that impor- 
tant office with an able phyfician, saa to + 
him L. 200 of annual falary, 

fo render the retutme of bitths and chriften- 
ings for London complete, he propofes that the 
clergymen of every religious fect, fhould be 
compelled by law, to make a monthly return of 
their chriftenings and weddings, to any appoint- 
ed church in the neighbourhood or diftrié, fpe- 
cifying their religious fe&t. And thefe he pro- 
pofes to be carried annually by. each infpector to 
the general hall. He propofes alfo, that the in- 
habitants fhould be numbered every feven years 
in the fulleft feafon of winter, and in fummer 
when the town is moft deferted. By thefe means 
the regifter of births and burials, might be ren- 
dered fubfervient to the moft ufeful purpofes. 
And the expence, Dr Black thinks, might eafily 
be defrayed by a fee of half-a-crown upon each 
death, or a {mall tax upon undertakers. And 
- for the better regulation of this important fub- 
jet, he propofes that it fhould be put under the 
control and direétion of the Royal Society, who 
fhould chufe the phyficians and infpe@tors. When 


conduéted on this footing, he thinks it might 


add to the value of the annual publications of the 
| K4 Society, 
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Society,'and ferve as a deep telervoir of 
tant! intelligetice; -a’ rich furid of medical and 

A Treatife on Sympathy, in two Parts. Part ift, 


On the Nature of Sympathy in general, and of 


 Antipathy and the Force of Imagination: 2d, 
On Febrile Sympathy and Confent, and on the 
Balance and Connection of Extreme Veffels. By 
_ Seguin Henry Jackfon; Member of the Royal 
Eollege of Phyficians, London ; and of the 
Royal Medical. Society, ‘Edinburgh's ‘and’ Phy- 
fician to the General 


N the of the Treatife: now’ before 
us, the Author endeavours to fhew’ the ‘ex- 
~tenfive influence of fympathy in the animal ceco- 
nomy. He confiders it as the firft and laft prin- 
ciple of animal life; or of itfelf the living and fen- 
fitive principle. He confiders fympathy as of two- 
kinds, mental or corporeal. The firft, he tells 


us, arifes fromia fenfation in the mind determi- _ 


ping to particular organs, or particular parts of - 
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the ‘body,and: raifing in'them certain feelings; 
actions and inclinations, fometimes agreeable; 
fometimes difagreeable: Of this fort are long- 
ings of vatious kinds, depreffing paffions, &c. 
Thefe, he thinks,’ may ‘be ‘called /ympathies of 
confeioufnefs. ‘The fecond; he obferves, depends 
upon the’ operation:of external bodies, and the 
condition ‘of the: moving: and fentient extremi- 
ties of ‘thé nerves ; and more generally: occurs 
in difeafed {tates of the fyftem. 'Thefe he names 
fympathies of impreffion. 

Thefe fympathies he confiders as being either 
inherent or acquired. The inherent ones are 
thofe which’ have an evident utility. Of this 
kind are the fympathies between the ftomach 
and the whole fyftem, and:between the ftomach, 


uterus, and fkin. © Thofe, again, he thinks may | 


be called: acquired, which’ are only brought to 
light by the occurrence of difeafe, and do not 
appear to anfwer any other apparent end. Of 


this kind are the fympathetic pains between the 


- inflamed liver and fhoulder, the uneafinefs of 
the glans penis from diforders’ of the urinary 
paflages, and the like. 
Sympathy, in general, he confiders as greater 
in young than in-old people, which he thinks 
moft 
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| moft probably arifes from the parts of a young 
— animal being more fufceptible of irritations. Sym. 
pathy he confiders as being either fimilar or dif- 
fimilar. It is fimilar when the aétions, affeéti- 
ons and fenfations are exaétly the fame in the 
part fympathizing with that firlt affected. It is 
diffimilar when they are different from the ac- 

. tions, affections, and fenfations of the part im- 
prefled. Of thefe different fympathies, our Au- 
thor gives many examples. And he fhews, that 
fympathy is moft ftrongly marked by affections 
of the ftomach. 

After thefe obfervations and diftinétions of 
healthful fympathies, the Author next proceeds 
to make fome obfervations on the fympathies 
which attend difeafes: Here alfo he endeavours 

to eftablifh many diftinétions. _He endeavours 
to fhew, that inflammations may be fympathetic 
as well as fpecific: That difeafed fympathy may 
be either univerfal or partial; and that when 
univerfal it may be either immediate or fecon-— 


dary. 
Our Author next treats of the ufes of fympa- 
thy. The natural fympathies, he obferves, are 
moft evidently ufeful. In the cafe of difeafed 
fympathies, this is lefs obvious. He next con- 
fiders 
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fiders what fyeapuahies may be applied to medi- 
 cinal ufes; and gives examples of fympathies 
which are ufeful to be known. An attention, 
he remarks, to the fympathy. between the fto- 
mach and fkin is particulasly neceflary. In obfti- 
nate vomitings, the warm bath may relieve and 
effeQtually put a {top tothem. In cutaneous dif- 
eafes, we fhould remember, that the ftomach 
may be only fympathetically affected, and that 
fuch difeafes may be cured by the operation of 
‘medicines on the ftomach. 
In the fifth chapter, Dr Jackfon treats of the 
_fympathetic operation of medicines. Medicines, 
he obferves, produce even univerfal effects by 
partial operation. Their fympathetic aétion will 
be local, when only the furrounding parts a& in 
concert with the part ftimulated. It is to be 
confidered as remote, when the remote parts 
fympathizing have fome fpecific connection with 
the part ftimulated, as the ftomach with the te- 
ftes, the head with the ftomach, and the like. 
Such medicines as produce merely local fympa- 
thy, may be claffed among the local applicati- 
ons. But if local fympathy did not affift the o- 
peration of medicines, they could have but little 
power to do good; as moft local difeafes extend 
| fome 
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fome way beyond the furface of expofure. Thus, 
medicines applied fimply to the fkin, may religve 
inflammations that go fome depth. ‘If this were 
not the cafe, how could .a fomeritation,: which 
comes only in contaé& with ‘the fcrotum, give 
eafe to a {welled tefticle: But’ the fomentation 


produces, he thinks, a healthy aétion in the-fur- 


face of contaét, and the neighbouring parts fym: 


pathize with it, and are all'relieved in a propor- 


tlonal degree. 


It has in general been fuppofed, that aqueous 
applications to the fkin, in which warmth is uni- 
ted, with moifture, have the effe& of penetra- 
ting, and thus relaxing. But although a bit ot 
dried meat, or leather, may be affected in this 


- manner, no effect of this kind can be produced 
ina living body, or even in a dead body, which 


{till retains its fluids. The ligaments, Dr Jackfon 
obferves, will not become a bit-fofter, though the 
body were foaked for any length of time. Hence, 
while it is undeniable that warmth and moifture 
have often good effeéts in facilitating the reduc- 


tion of diflocations, it is certain that they cannot 


act in the manner that has commonly been fup- 


pofed. Dr Jackfon is of opinion, that the fur- 


faee of contaét-is by their operation lulled or 
foothed ; 
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foothed ;,.and the. irritability, either of the whole. 
or.part.of the difeafed affeGtion, is put to reft. 
And itis this acquired. diminution of partial ex- 
citement, which. allows us to ufe violence more 
freely than before. 

In the fame manner alfo, he explains the ac- 
tion of unctuous and volatile applications as in- 
creafing motion. For he contends, that the oil 
cannot poffibly touch any internal part of an ani- 
mal. He thinks, however, that the good effects 
arifing from them are not entirely to be afcribed 
to fympathy, but in part arife from the mecha- 
nical motion ufed in the application of them. 
On fympathy, alfo, he explains the effeQ& of unc- 
tuous and volatile applications, in procuring the 
— refolution of indurated glandular tumors, that 
do not belong to the abforbent fyftem. As the 
remedy cannot penetrate to the part affected, its 
effects muft, he thinks, be afcribed to its fympa- 
thetic operation, from the ftimulus which it af- 
fords to the fkin. And he even thinks, that . 
when mercurial ointment is rubbed on a {welled 
gland in the groin from fyphilis, the effect is 
chiefly produced by fympathy, from the ftimu- 
lus of the remedy on the fkin, both becaufe the 
-abforption muft be very inconfiderable, and_as 

the 
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the abforbents, at the part of application, do not 
pafs through the {welled gland. He admits, 
however, that to produce a more confiderable 


effet, it is proper to apply mercurial prepara- 
tions to the leg or infide of the thigh. , 


This firft part of Dr Jackfon’s treatife, is con- 
cluded with fome obfervations on the fympathy 


_ of the fenfes, and the force of imagination. In 


this chapter he points out many inftances of 
fympathy produced by the paffions and affections 
of the mind, and many fympathetic affections of 


. the external fenfes. Here alfo, although he does 


not contend for the imagination of the mother — 
having a power over the foetus in utero, yet he 
thinks, that both fympathies and antipathies oft- 
en affect the child in the womb. : 
Before we conclude our remarks on this part 
of Dr Jackfon’s treatife, it is proper to obferve, 
that in many different places he acknowledges 
his having borrowed many of his fentiments on 
this fubje& from that diftinguifhed phyfiologift 
Mr John Hunter. And he even mentions, that 


— moft of the arguments employed in feveral fec- 


tions are to be confidered as his. It is much to 


be wifhed, that this able philofopher would com- 


mwnicate his fentiments to the public on this 
fubject 
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fubje& in his own words: For the view which 
‘Dr Jackfon has given, while it ferves in fome 
degree to gratify, muft ftill more excite the.cu- 
tiofity of the reader. 

After having treated of fympathy i in general, 
our Author proceeds, in the fecond part of his 
Treatife, to confider febrile gory: and con- 
fent in particular. 

Fever, he obferves, is a ftate of the —m 
characterized by the following circumftances. 
After an almoft imperceptible diminution of 
ftrength in the animal functions, there comes on 
fome degree of cold fhivering, followed by an 
increafe of heat, an increafed frequency of pulfe, 
and increafed general debility. After this defi- 
nition, he gives a very accurate enumeration of 
the different phenomena occurring in the cold, 
hot, and {weating ftage of fever. And he deli- 
vers it as his opinion, that fympathy lays the 
foundation of the various changes. Parts fimi- 
lar, he obferves, fympathize at one and the fame 
time with the ftomach, which he terms the grand - 
fympathizer and fountain of fympathy. 

This leads him to confider the phyfiology of 
the ftomach, and its various affections in fever. 
Thofe. affe&tions of which he particularly treats, 

are 
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are anorexia, naufea,and vomiting. Of thefe he 
thinks a more fatisfattory explanation: may be 


given, from the {uppofition of a conftriGtion of 


the extreme veffels of the ftomach, than on any 
other footing. Every one will allow, he ob- 
ferves, that there is a fufficient proof of fuch a 
fyftem of veflels being prefent. i in the ftomach, 
from the frequent inftances of large ferous fe- 
cretions, or, more. properly {peaking, effufions, 
which are collected there, and. often evacuated 
by vomiting. And if there be juft grounds for 
fuppofing a fpafm to be formed on the furface of 
the body, itis but reafonable to conclude, that 
the fame may take place in the ftomach, and even 
through the whole of the inteftinal tube. And 
if the former is in the extreme veflels of the {kin, 
It may from analogy be fuppofed, that the latter . 
depends upon a fimilar affection of the veffels of 
the firft paflages. 

In attempting to eftablith opinion, Dr 


| Jackfon has on many different occafions endea- 


voured to refute the opinion contended for by 
Dr Cullen, who will not admit that the veffels of 


the ftomach have any concern in this matter. 


On this fubjeét, Dr Jackfon beftows a whole . 


9 ces wd in which he treats profeffedly of the 


fympathy 
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fympathy and confent between the ftomach and 
fkin in fever. There he endeavours to fhow that 
this fympathy and confent depends upon the ba- 
: ‘lance and conneétion of the extreme vefiels, and 
not upon the condition of the mufcular fibres- of 
thie ftomach. And he is of opinion, that the 
balance and connection of the extreme veflels 
_ giving the confent between the ftomach and fkin, 
- . may be illuftrated both by the operation of me- 
dicines and the general phenomena of fever. 
Nay, he attempts to fhew, and in our opinion 
not without apparent probability, that the fame 
arguments which Dr Cullen has made ufe of to 
illuftrate his doétrine, afford ftill ftronger illu- 
{tration and evidence of the doctrine now ad- 
vanced. 
After thus attempting an examination and re- 
futation of Dr Cullen’s doétrine, he concludes 
the prefent work by giving a fummary view of 
his own opinion. His opinion is, that the re- 
mote caufes of fever act with a fedative effect, 
and induce a debility of the nervous fyftem, 
whereby the vital function of the heart and arte- 
ries is confiderably and particularly affected : 
That this debility in the circulation will moft 
readily be felt at the extreme veffels, which ter- 
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minate at every part of the body; but particu- 
larly in thofe at the fkin and prime vie, from 
eftablifhed connection and mutual balance: That 
a conftriétion will then be formed, and an ob- 
ftruction take place in the fecretions in general, 
in the exhalation of the perfpirable matter, and 
-effufion of the gaftric and inteftinal liquors: 


That this conftriétion not only proves a general | 


ftimulus to the circulation, in confequence of a 
fympathy between the heart and the veffels, but 
a particular one to the ftomach itfelf, as the firft 
of the fecreting organs: That this ftimulus, at 
the fame time that it increafes the action of the 
heart and arteries, excites the f{tomach to vomit- 
ing ; both which effeds are to be confidered as 
the efforts of the vis medicatrix nature, for the 
falutary purpofe of reftoring the condition of the 
extreme veflels, and the fecretory organs in ge- 
neral, to their natural and healthful ftate; which 
being fully accomplifhed,. the pyrexia and vo- 
miting abate. Thefe operations our author fup- 
pofes to be brought about upon the principle of 
a Vis INSITA SYMPATHIA. 

- Of this theory, we leave every reader to form 


a judgment for himfelf. While, however, we - 
°* obferve, that there are many circumftances in 
the 
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the phzenomena of fever, which, in our opinion, 
cannot be reconciled to this or to any other hy- 
pothefis which has yet been publifhed, we muft 
alfo add, that we confider the author as juftly 
entitled to the merit of ingenuity, and fincerely 
wifh him all fuccefs in his future fpeculations. 


He has indeed borrowed many things contain- 
_éd in the volute before us, from modern phy- 


fiologifts of the firft eminence, particularly from 
Mr John Hunter and Dr Cullen. From the 
former, he has dtawn a great fhare of the firft 
part of his work; and from the latter, of the 
fecond. But he has in many different places 
acknowledged his obligations, both to them and 
the othets; and he has delivered many opi- 
nions pééuliar to himfelf. In fome parts, he 
may perhaps be confidered as having given too 
much feopé to fancy; yet, from a candid peru- 
fal of his work, the difcerning reader will find 
no difficulty in difcovering many ftriking marks 
of fruitful invention. 
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Jo. Wences, Nachtigal, Differtatio de Submerfis. 
‘Vid. Fafciculus quartus Operum minorum Me- 
dicorum. Francifci Xav de Wafferberg. 8vo. 


Vindobonz. 
“HE treatife now under confideration i is ‘di- 


vided into two feétions; the one, * De 
*¢ caufa mortis fubmerforum ;” and the other, 
De auxiliis fubmerfis ferendis.” 

In the firft fection, our author takes into ton- 
fideration, ‘the different opinions which, in dif- 
ferent ages, have prevailed, refpecting the im- 
mediate caufe of death in perfons who have fuf- 

fered from remaining too long under water. 

Galen, he obferves, was of opinion, that death - 
in fuch inftances is produced from the too free 
accefs of water, not only to the ftomach, but to 
the lungs; and this idea was univerfally adopt- 
ed by all his followers, till towards the end of 
laft century. 

About this period, Bohnius of Leipfick, and 

after him Becker, ventured to controvert this 
doctrine of Galen. For, on diffe&ting different 
‘» fubje&s, whofe bodies had been long immerfed 
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in water, and in whofe ftomachs and lungs no | 


¢ water was difcovered, they were thereby in- 
duced to confider it as certain, that death in 
fuch inftances muft depend on fome other caufe | 


than the admiffion of water to the ftomach and 


This opinion, although for fome time much 
controverted, yet at laft came to be generally 


received. But the celebrated Mr Louis of Pa- 


ris, in the profecution of a fet of experiments on 
this fubjeét, having, in a variety of inftances, 
found the lungs and mucus of the bronchiz tin- 


"ged with the fame colour of the water in which 
_ the animals had been immerfed, was thereby in- 


duced to confider the admiffion of water to the 


lungs in fuch inftances, as the caufe of death; 


and this opinion being afterwards adopted by 
Haller and others, came at laft to be almoft 


-univerfally admitted. De Haen, however, ha- 


ving, in the diffection of different fubje&s who 
had fuffered by immerfion in water, found no 
veftige of water in the lungs, continued {till to 
fupport the opinion of Bohnius and Becker. 
Surrounded with fuch a variety of fentiments, 
all of them fupported by great authorities, it 
comes to be a matter of much difficulty, our au- 
thor 
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thor obferves, to determine which of thefe 


at once points out the propriety of an immediate 


ro 


ought to be adopted. He himfelf, however, is 
clearly of opinion, that, in all fuch inftances, 
death is to be attributed folely to the confe- 
quences arifing from a ftoppage of refpiration ; 
for the lungs, in a collapfed {tate, not being able 
to receive their ufual quantity of blaod, a great- 
er proportion muft of courfe be fent to the vef- 
fels of the head; and, as fuch an occurrence muft 
certainly terminate in apoplexy, he confiders this 
as the ultimate caufe of death. By the experi- 
ments of Ruyfch, Raau, Boerhaave, Portal, and 
others, this fact is rendered evident, that injec- 
tions pafs more readily and freely through the 
lungs, while they ‘are diftended with air, than 
when in a collapfed ftate; and if fo, no doubt, 
he thinks, can remain, of fuch people as fuffer 
from drowning, dying in a ftate of apoplexy. 

- Having thus determined the eaufe of death, 
in fuch cafes, to depend on a too great quantity 

of blood being forced into the veffels of the 

brain, he now proceeds to inquire into the mott 
means of relief in fuch inftances as ftill 


afford fome reafon to hope for fuccefs. 
_ The nature of the caufe, our author obferves, 
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lofs of blood; and, for obvious reafons, any 
blood to be difcharged, ought to be taken from 
the jugular vein. Independent, too, of the vef- 
fels of the brain being more immediately emp- 
tied by an opening in this vein, we are. more 
certain of procuring a free difcharge from it 
than from any other; for, in moft cafes of this 


kind, it is a very difficult matter to procure any 


confiderable quantity of blood from other parts 


of the body. 


At the fame time that a fufficient quantity of 
blood is difcharging, attempts ought to be ma- 
king for procuring, if poffible, a return of refpi- 
ration. For this purpofe, one of the by-ftanders 
is directed to apply his mouth to the mouth of 


the patient ; and, having by ftrong blowing in- 


flated the lungs, he muft with one hand prevent 
the efcape of air by the nofe, while with the 
other he comprefles the cheft, fo as to imitate 


refpiration as nearly as poffible. It fometimes 


happens, we are told, that the lungs cannot in 
this manner be properly inflated: in fuch cafes, 
we are defired to introduce a curved tube 
at one of the noftrils, and to fill the lungs by 
means of it. By this means, as recommended 


_ by Mr Portal, the tube falls directly in upon the 


glottis, 
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glottis, without any interference with the epi- 
glottis; a circumftance which frequently proves 

troublefome on every attempt to introduce fuch 
 atube by the mouth. 

When however even this method of inflating 
the lungs. does not fucceed properly, broncho- 
tomy is recommended as the laft refource. 

Together with thefe remedies, frictions to 
every part of the body are recommended. The 
body is directed to be kept in a moderate degree 
of heat; ftimulants to be applied to the nofe; 
and fome advantage, we are told, has been reap- 
ed from injections of tobacco-fmoke into the in- | 
teftines. 

Our Author condemns the idea of hanging 
the perfon by the feet with his head:downwards. 
This can never be productive of any advantage ; 
and, by increafing the determination of blood to 
the head, may even do much harm. Emetics, — 
he thinks, might prove hurtful; but he. agrees 
with Tiffot in recommending fome of the milder 
preparations of fquills, not with a view to excite 
vomiting, but merely to produce a gentle degree 

~ of naufea, which, in fuch cafes, he is inclined to. 
confider as a ftimulus of a very ufeful nature. 
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V. 


| Obfervations on the~fuperior Efficacy of the Red 


Peruvian Bark, in the Cure of Agues, and other 
Fevers, interfperfed with occafional Remarks on 
the Treatment of other Difeafes by the fame Re- 
_medy. By William Saunders, M. D. Member 
of the Royal College of Phyficians in London, and : 
Phyjfician to Guy’s Hofpital. 8vo. London. 


HE efficacy of the Peruvian bark in the 
cure of intermittent fevers, is now univer-_ 

fally admitted. Almoft every inftance of want 
of fuccefs is with juftice attributed either to the 


_ medicine being bad in quality, or improperly ad- 


that, if the execution of his work were equal to 


miniftered. While the beft mode of adminiftra- 
tion is a fubje& which has engaged the attention 
of many of the moft able writers, the proper © 
choice of the bark itfelf is perhaps ftill more im- 
portant in actual practice. In the treatife now 
before us, Dr Saunders attempts to throw new 
light, both on the choice of this medicine, and 
on its general application in practice. We can 
have no difficulty, therefore, in giving our affent 
to the author’s affertion, when he obferves, 
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its importance, it would challenge the attention 
of the public in a degree far above moft medical 


fubjeéts. 


_Dr Saunders introduces his obfervations with 


_ fome remarks on what has been faid by former 


writers refpecting the choice of Peruvian bark. 


He obferves, that the inhabitants of Old Spain 
hold the Peruvian bark which is in pieces of the 
largeft fize in the higheft eftimation ; but that, 


‘in England, the fmall and quill bark has been 


preferred. He mentions feveral circumftances, 
by which it is rendered probable, that the for- 
mer is furnifhed from the trunks of old trees ; 
while the latter is obtained from younger trees, 
not yet arrived at their full maturity. From this 
circumftance. alone, fome prefumption is afford- 
ed, that it is a bark of a weaker quality. But 
whatever may be the true caufe of the differ- 
ences in the appearance of Peruvian bark, in 
the treatife now before us, undeniable evidence. 
is afforded, that the bark of a large kind, ha- 


ving a coarfe appearance and red colour, is of © 
much fuperior efficacy to the white or yellow 
coloured bark which has hitherto been com- 


monly imported into this country. 
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A confiderable quantity of bark of the former 
kind, captured in a Spanifh fhip from Lima, was 
purchafed by feveral druggifts in London. Of 
this bark, Dr Saunders gives the following de- 
{cription: It is, fays he, in much larger and 


_ thicker pieces than the common Peruvian bark.. 


It evidently confifts of three diftin® layers: the 


exterior thin, rugged, and of a reddifh brown 


colour; the middle thicker, more compaét, of a 
darker colour, extremely brittle, and evidently 


containing a large proportion of refinous inflam- 


mable matter; the innermoft of a more woody 
and fibrous appearance, and of a brighter red, 
than the former. In reducing entire pieces of 
this bark to powder, the middle layer does not 
fo eafily give way to the peftle as the others; 
but when due care has been beftowed in redu- 
cing the whole to a fine powder, it is evidently 
more aromatic, and has a greater degree of bit- 
ternefs, than the common bark. To determine 
ftill farther the comparative powers of thefe ar- 
ticles, Dr Saunders inftituted feveral pharmaceu- 
tical experiments, of which he has given a detail 
at full length. In thefe, he tried them with wa- 


tery and fpiritous menftrua, by the addition of 


chalybeates, mineral acids, &’c. Irom thefe expe- 
riments, 
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_ riments, for a more particular account of which 
we muft refer our readers to the work itfelf, he 
draws the following conclufions : — 

_ 1. That the red Peruvian bark is more foluble 
than the common, both in water and fpirit. 

2. That it contains. a much larger proportion 
of active and refinous parts. 

3. That its active parts, even when sinails di- 
luted, retain their fenfible qualities in a higher 
degree than the moft faturated folutions of com- 
mon bark. 

4. That it does not undergo the fame decom- 
pofition of its parts by boiling as the common 
Peruvian bark. 

And as a proof of the fuperior antifeptic 
power of the red bark, he obferves, that both 
its cold infufion and decoétion were found to 
preferve entire their bitter and other medicated 
qualities; while the infufion and decoétion of 
~common bark, prepared at the fame time, and 
in the fame proportions, had altogether loft their 
fenfible qualities. 

To thefe pharmaceutical experi ments, DrSaun- 
ders next fubjoins fome obfervations on the ge- 
neral operation of bark on the human body. 
‘He obferves, that in health it promotes appetite. 
and 
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and digeftion, it has a tendency to bind the 
belly, and it renders the pulfe fuller and ftrong- 
er. All thefe effe&ts he.has found produced in 
a much higher degree, by the red, than by the 
common Peruvian bark. With regard to the 
ufe of the bark in the cure of intermittents, he 
obferves, that although cautious and timid prac- 
 titioners have in general forbid its ufe, till eva- 
cuations have been made; yet in thefe which 
are-endemic, in low and marfhy fituations, it 
cannot be given too early; and that the ufe ei- 
ther of emetics or purgatives, as preparatory, is 
not only unneceflary, but in fome cafes produc- 
tive of more debility, and therefore to be avoid- 
ed. By this, however, he does not mean to in- 
finuate, that no cafes oc¢ur in which it may not 
be prudent to adminifter a vomit, efpecially to 
perfons fubjeé& to bilious accumulations in the 
ftomach. But this is more with the view of re- 
moving an obftacle to the operation of the bark, 
than as neceflary to render it fafe. 

Dr Saunders agrees with moft pradiitioners, 
in thinking, that bark cures intermittents more 
readily when taken in fubftance, than in any o- 
ther form. But he thinks, that it ought rather 
to be diffufed in fome liquid, than given in the 
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form of an eleétuary or pills, which are fome- 
times difficultly foluble. As thé beft means of 
correcting the tafte, he recommends that it 
fhould be taken in milk, old hock, or a folution 
of extract of liquorice. With regard to the 
dofe, he thinks it unnecefflary to limit it; one 
dram given every hour, will remove the difeafe 
more quickly than a fmaller quantity given at 
longer periods. 

He has found in feveral inftances, that the 
red bark has removed both tertians and quar- 
tans, which had refifted the common bark. It 
is fo much warmer than the other, that it an- 
fwers all the purpofes derived from the union 
of cordials and aromatics with the common 
bark. In proof of this, feveral cafes are related. 
From the firft of thefe, it appears, that an inter- 
mittent fever, which had continued for five 


‘months, and had obftinately refifted the com- 


mon bark, although taken to the quantity of a 
dram every hour, was cured by taking onc 
dram of the red bark every fecond hour, for 
the fpace of ten days. 

_- From this, and feveral fimilar cafes, Dr Saun- 
ders began to entertain hopes, that even a cold 


——- of the red. bark would, in moft cafes, 
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cure intermittent fevers, and in all other cafes 
would anfwer every end which could be expe&- 
ed from common Peruvian’ bark, in any form 
in which it had hitherto been employed. He 
accordingly formed a cold infufion, by pouring — 


- a quart of cold water on two ounces of the red 


bark in fine powder, and frequently agitating 
the mixturé for the fpace of twenty-four hours. 
Three cafes are related of trials made with this 
infufion. In the firft of thefe, a tertian, which 
had fubfifted for many months, was ftopped in 
two days, by taking four ounces of the cold in- 
fufion every third hour. And by perfevering in 


_ its ufe for fourteen days, the patient was perfect- 


ly cured. In the fecond cafe, a tertian of five 


weeks ftanding, accompanied with a confider- 


able degree of cough, efpecially occurring in 
the cold fit, was cured by the cold infufion, 
taken in the fame manner, and the cough alfo_ 
was totally removed. And in the third, a quo- 
tidian, which had continued near a year, was 
removed by taking the cold infufion, to the ex- 
tent of a quart in twenty-four hours, for three 

days. | | 
To thefe cafes, Dr Saunders fubjoins fome 
obfervations on the ufe of the red bark in the 
cure 
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cure of other fevers. He obferves, that the fe- 
vers of this country feldom have regular remif- 
fions, until they have been properly treated, by 
evacuations, the inflammatory by bleeding, and 
the bilious by vomiting and purging. But when: 
they are brought into fuch a ftate of remiffion, 
that the pulfe becomes flower, that the reftleff- 
nefs, anxiety and tendency to delirium, abate, | 
that the mouth and fauces are moift, and that 
the fkin is more open and pervious at fome par- 
ticular time in the twenty-four hours, he thinks 
that the bark may be given with the fame free- 
dom as in fevers with diftiné& intermiffion, and 
that the red bark may be employed with pecu- 
liar advantage. | 
Notwithftanding the inflammation at the at-- 
‘tack of acute rheumatifm, and the appearance 
of the blood in that difeafe, Dr Saunders con- 
tends, that the difeafe very early affumes the 
form of a remitting fever. When this comes 
to be the cafe, he condemns the perfeverance in 
the antiphlogiftic plan, and recommends a cold 
infufion of the red bark, which he tells us, he. 
_ has found from experience to be much more 
fuccefsful than the ufe of volatiles and guaiac. 
| In 
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In putrid and malignant fevers, Dr Saunders 
thinks that the cure is to be effected by vomit- 
ing and warm cordials; and, as the beft article 
of the latter kind, he recommends the red bark, 
infufed in wine, by which means, it becomes a 
more powerful antifeptic. With the fame in- 
tention alfo, he recommends its union with 

Upon the whole, Dr Saunders concludes with 
exprefling his hopes, that the obfervations which 
he has prefented to the public, will remove all 
prejudices againft a Peruvian bark of a larger 
and coarfer appearance, and redder colour than — 
that commonly employed. And, in confirma- 
tion of his own opinion, he fubjoins extraéts 
of letters from Mr Jacob of Feverfham, Mr 

Boyfe of Sandwich, Sir William Bifhop, Dr 
| Withering of Birmingham, Mr Sherwin of En- 
field, and Dr Fothergill of Harpur-ftreet.. The 
concurring teftimony of all thefe eminent prac- 
titioners, confirm the opinion which Dr Saun- 
ders had formed from his own obfervations, and 
fhews that the red Peruvian bark is more pow- 
erful than any other kind. 
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An Account of ome Experiments on Mercury, Sil- 
- ver, and Gold, made at Guildford, in May 1782, 
ir. the Laboratory of James Price, M.D. F.R.S. 
To which is prefixed an Abridgement of Boyle’s 
- Account of the Degradation of Gold. 8vo. Ox- 
ford. 


"HE numerous fidtions with which alchy- 
mifts impofed upon the world, in darker 

ages, have long fince been fully refuted and expo- 
fed in the moft fatisfaftory manner. After what 
has already been faid and done upon this fubje&, 
it would hardly have been expected, that, in the 
end of the eighteenth century, any philofopher 
would have been found. hardy enough to lay pre- 
tenfions to the art of making gold. The principal 
intention, however, of the treatife now before us, 
feems to be, to announce to the public, difcoveries 
which, if well founded, are unqueftionably the 
moft extraordinary that have been made for many 
years. Among others, we may mention the fixing 
of mercury, fo that it is prevented from boiling 
in-a red heat, and the tranfmutation of -bafer 
metals into gold and filver. , —— 
Thefe 
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Thefe difcoveries, however, fingular as they 
- muft appear, are now announced to the public, 
not on the authority of a namelefs or obfcure 
inventor, but on that of a gentleman of in- 
dependent fortune, whofe induftrious exertions, 
and fuccefsful attainment of knowledge in-the 
line of chemiftry, have been rewarded with 
marks of peculiar diftinétion by one of the moft 
eminent and Jearned focieties in Europe, the 
Univerfity of Oxford. And ftill farther weight 
is added to the narrative, from the experiments 
having been performed in ptefence of many 
witnefles ; among whom are feveral names of 
high eminence, both in the political and in 
the literary world. We may therefore necef- 
farily fuppofe, that they could neither be decci- 
ved themfelves, nor could harbour an intention 
of deceiving others. 
Under thefe circumftances, notwithftanding 
the moft pofitive preconceived opinion againft 
the poffibility of converting bafer metal into 
gold, and of preventing the natural, and, we 
may fafely venture to fay, almoft irrefiftible in- 
fluence of fire ; yet ftill every one’ who is a real 
friend to improvement, muft-confider the trea- 
tife before us as meriting fome attention. 
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In the introduétion to this treatife, Dr Price 
obferves, that a frequent perufal of ancient che- 
mical writers inclined him to believe, that the 
wonders related in their works, though fre- 
quently exaggerated, had at leaft fome founda- 
tion; and he found that fome difcoveries, fup- 
pofed to be modern, were really recorded by 
very ancient writers. Specific gravity being 
ufually confidered as one of the leaft dubious 
marks of real identity between two bodies other- 
wife diffimilar, it feemed probable to our author, 
that mercury and gold had a bafis nearly alike; 
while the remarkable analogies between the ha- 
bitudes of filver and mercury to chemical fol- 
vents and other agents, are known to every 
chemift. Amidft thefe reflections, although be- 
wildered in a chaos of difcordant opinions, yet 
the {pecious glitter of fome broken gems allured 
him to profecute his fearch concerning thefe 
fubjects of which he here treats: And that, in 
thefe, he has obtained a degree of fuccefs be- 
yond any former inquirer, appears from the re- 
fult of the experiments, of which a detail is here 
given, and which were performed in prefence of 
many witneffes, all of'whom were fully qualified - 

to 


+ 
ah 
‘ 
a 
‘3 
¥ 
9 
4, 
% 
¥ 
te, 


COMMENTARIES. 159 


to deteé fallacy in a matter in which every man 
of common fagacity could not be deceived. 

To the introduétion of this work, as may be 
inferred from the title, is prefixed an abftract of 
Mr Boyle’s account of a degradation of gold. 
Of this it would be altogether foreign to our 
plan to give any analyfis; and, in place of at- 
tempting to give a fhort view of all the experi- 
ments in Dr Price’s treatife, we fhall here pre- 
fent our readers with a few of them at full 
length, from which we apprehend they will be 
better able to form a judgment on this. fubject, 
than from any analyfis. 


_ Experiment I. made May 6. 1782, before the 


Rev. Mr Anderfon, Captain Francis Grofe, Mr 
Rufell, a and Enfign D. Grofe. | | 


Half an ounce of mercury, provided by Cap- 


tain Grofe, bought at an apothecary’s of the 
town, was placed in a {mall Heffian crucible 
brought by Mr Ruffell, on a flux compofed of 
borax, alfo brought by him; a fmall piece of 
charcoal, taken out of a fcuttle fortuitoufly by 
Mr D: Grote, “and examined by the reft of the 
company ; ; and a {mall piece of nitre, taken alfo 
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without feleétion by the Rev. Mr Anderfon, 
from a quantity in common ufe in the laborato- 
ry. Thefe being pounded together in a mortar, | 
which all the company had previoufly infpected, 
were preffed down irito the crucible with a {mall 


_peftle. On this flux the mercury was poured 


by Mr Anderfon; and upon it, half a grain of 
a certain powder, of a deep red colour, furnith- 
ed by Dr Price, carefully weighed out by Mr 
Ruffell, was put by Mr Anderfon. 

The crucible was then put in a fire of a mo- 
derate red heat by Dr Price, who, from his 
greater facility of managing the fire from long 
habit, was thought moft eligible to condué the 
experiment. He repeatedly called the attention 


of the company to obferve the ftages of the pro- 


cefs, and to remark in every part of it, that any 
voluntary deception on his part was impoflible. 
In about a quarter of an hour from the pro- 
jeGtion of the powder and the placing of the 
crucible in the fire, he obferved to the company, 


‘who, on infpeGion, found his obfervation true, 


that the mercury, though in a red-hot crucible, 


- fhewed no figns of evaporation, ar even of boil- 


ing. The fire was then gradually raifedy with ~ 


+ aftention-on the part of the company, ‘and re- 
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peated calls for that attention from: Dr Price, 
that no undue addition might be made to the 
matter in the crucible. In a ftrong glowing red, 
or rather white-red, ‘a fmall dip being taken on 
the point of a clean iron-rod, and, when. cold, 
the fcorie fo taken and knocked off, were 


fhewn to the company, and found replete with — 


{mall globules of a whitith-coloured metal, which, 
Dr Price obferved to them, could not be mer- 
cury, as being evidently fixed in that ftrong 
heat, but, as he reprefented to them, an interme- 
diate fubftance between and a more 
perfe& metal. 

A {mall quantity: of borax, by Me 
Ruffell,.was then injeéted by him, and the fire 
taifed, but with the fame precautions onthe 
part.of Dr Price, to fubje& every thing to:the 
minute infpection of the) perfons prefent; and, 
after continuing it in-a- trong red white heat for 
about a quarter. of -an, hour;- the crucible was 
carefully taken out, and gradually cooled. On 


breaking i it, a globule-of yellow metal was found | 


at bottom, and, in the f{corie, {mall ones, whieh, 

when collected and. placed in an aceurate ba- 
lance by Mr Ruffell, were found to weigh fully 
ten grains.,. This-metal was, in-prefence of the 
M 4 above 
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above mentioned gentlemen, fealed:. up, in a 
phial, impreffed with the feal of Mr Anderfon, 
to be fubmitted to future examination, though 
every-one prefent was perfuaded that the metal 
was gold. 

The feal being broke the next in 
prefence of the former company, and of Captain 
Auften, and the metal hydroftatically examined, 
the weight-of the larger globule, the others be- 
ing too minute for this mode of examination, 
was found to be in air nine grains and a quar- 
ter, and in diftilled water of temp. Fahren. fifty - 
plus, it loft fomething more than three-eighths, 
but not quite an half, of a grain.’ The fpecific 


gravity muft have been nearly as 20: 1, and in 


this eftimate all prefent acquiefced.. 

After this hydroftatical examination, the glo- 
bule was flattened by percuffion into .a thin 
plate, and examined by Mr Ruffell,.in.the man- 
ner of artifts: for commercial purpofes. . On fi- 
nifhing his fcrutiny, he declared it to. be as: good 
gold'as.the grain gold of ‘the refiners, and that 
he would readily purchafe fuch gold as that he 


had juft.examined, at. the highelt: price: | 


The 
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- The plate being then divided, one half was, 
before the company, fealed up by Mr Anderfon, 
to be fubmitted toa trial of its purity, which 
Dr Price propofed that he fhould requeft his 
friend Dr Higgins of Greek-{treet to make. 
The remainder. being put into aqua regia of ni- 
trous acid and fal ammoniac, afforded a folution 
fufficiently rich, before the company feparated, 
to yield, with folution of tin,. a picky coloured 
crimfon precipitate. 

Captain Grofe was accidentally abfent when 
the precipitate was made, but faw it next day. 
In about four hours, the portion of metal em- 
ployed was completely diffolved; and the next 
morning, before Captain and Mr D. Grofe, and 


Mr Ruffell, Mr Anderfon being prevented from 


coming, the folution being divided into three 
portions, the following experiments were made. 

To the firft portion, diluted with water, was 
added a quantity of cauftic volatile alkali, and 
the precipitate, which was copious, being duly 
feparated and dried, about a grain of it, placed 


on a tin- plate, was heated, and found to ex- 


plode fmartly.. This experiment was. 
three times. | | 
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To the fecond portion diluted, was added a 
portion of folution of tin in aqua regia. A 
beautiful crimfon-coloured precipitate was im- 
mediately found in confiderable quantity, 
which, when dried, was mixed with a fufible 
frit, compofed of flint-powder and the fluxes 
proper for the ruby-glafs of Caffius, in the pro- 
partion of .five grains of the precipitate to two 
ounces of the frit; and, in a vitrifying heat, it 
afforded, in about .three hours, a tranfparent 
glafs, which, by, heating, again affumed an ele- 
gant crimfon colour.c The remainder, which 
continued in the fire, ,alfo affumed a bright red 

_ “The this portion mixed with vitriolic 
sether, imparted, fo it,the yellow colour given to 
this fluid. by folutions of gold; and the zther 
being evaporated.in a fhallow veffel, a thin pur- 
plith pellicle adhered to the fide, fpotted i in fe- 
veral places. with. yellow. 

_ Dr Higgins foon after receiving the piece of 
pat favoured,.the, author with an anfwer, in 
which: he notified, that.the packet came to him 
under. the: proper. feal, and,that he was well fa- 
-tisfied of the purity of the gold he had received: 
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ExpeRIMENT Il. made at Dr Price’s May 8. 
1782, before Sir Philip Clarke, Dr Spence, the 
Mr Anderfon, Captain Gro, Mr | 
_and Enfg gn Grofe. 


‘ 


- Half an ounce of mercury being procured 
from Mr Cunningham, an apothecary in thé 
town, was placed on a flux ‘compofed of ati 
ounce of powderéd charcoal, two drams of bo- 
rax, and one feruple ofnitre, and, on it, when 

“a little warm, was projected one grain of a white 
powder furnifhed by Dr Price. 

After the crucible had acquired a red heat, 
the company all faw the mercury lying quiet at 
the bottom, without boiling or fmoking in the 
leaft; and it continued in this tranquil ftate, af- 
ter it had gained a full red heat. It was conti- - 
nued in a firé gradually augmented to a white 
heat, full three quarters of an hour, a {mall cru: 
cible, previoufly infpected, being inverted on it, 
to prevent coals from falling in; and the éru- 
cible being then withdrawn and cooled, many 
globules ‘of white metal were found diffuléd 
through the whole mafs of the fcorie; of théfe, 
globules were colleéted, to the weight of ten 
before the {eparated, and con- 
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fi ghed to the care of Mr Ruffell, who took them 
with him. 

Part of the remaining globules being after- 
wards collected, by pounding the crucible, and 
wafhing over the powder, the whole melted to- 

gether amounted to thirteen grains. Mr Ruf- 
fell, in the courfe.of a few days, caufed this me- 
tal to be aflayed.in the artifts manner for the re- 
finers,. at the office of Mefirs Pratt and Dean, 
affay-mafters near Cheapfide, and they reported 
it to be filver of the moft complete purity. 

Exrearient VII. ‘made Saturday 25th of May 

478%, in prefence of the Lords Onflow, King, 
and Sir Robert Barker, Sir Philip 

"Clarke, ke. 


Two. ounces of mercury were taken from a 
sha in the. laboratory, containing about two 
hundred weight, and rubbed up with.a few drops 
of zther, in a fmall. Wedgewood’s ware-mortar. 
A grain of the white;powder was then projected, 
and afterwards rubbed up with it. The mer- 

cury, which, before’ the addition of the powder, 
had been very bright and fluid, was now percei- - 
the to bedull; and to run liea- 
vily. 
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vily. It was poured out-into a {mall glafs-veffel s 
and, after ftanding about forty-five minutes, was _ 
put into a cloth to be ftrained.’ It now poured 
fo fluggifhly that the latter portions of it feemed 
to be in a ftate intermediate between fluidity 
and folidity. Great part of the fuperfluous 
mercury being ftrained’ off, a mafs, fimilar to 
an amalgam, was'left in the cloth, and the re- 
maining mercury, which could not be preffed 
out, being driven off by fire, from a portion, 
about a fourth of the whole mafs, a globule of 
white metal, which had all the appearance of fil- 
ver, remained, and was kept in a white heat for 
about two minutes before the'blow-pipe. This 
globule weighed about ten grains, fo thatthe 
whole produ&, by means of one grain, if col- 
le&ted, would have been found to be forty grains. 
On the fame day, and before the fame re- 
{pectable company, half an ounce of mercury, 
~ revivified from cinnabar, brought by the Rev. 
Mr Anderfon, was by. him placed in a {mall 
round Englith crucible, taken from among a 
number of others in the laboratory by Lord 
Palmerftone, on a flux compofed of a fmall 
piece of charcoal and a piece of borax, both ta- 
ken cafually by ! foe of the company, from large. 
quantities, 
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quantities, and pounded in a mortar reread 
by thofe prefent. 

-This flux being preffed down in the 
with a fmall peftle alfo examined, the mercury 3 
was poured into the depreflion by one of the 
fpeftators, and on it half a grain bare weight of 
the red powder was put by Lord Palmerftone. 
The crucible being then covered with a lid, ta- 
ken in the fame manner as the crucible from a- 
mong many others, and fhewn round to the 
company, was placed in. the furnace, furround- 
ed by lighted charcoal. 

One or more of the company, particularly the 
Lords King and Palmerftone, were, during the 
whole time of the experiment, clofe to the fur- 
nace and operator, and, as requefted by him, 
gave the clofeft attention to any part of the 
procefs. 

When the crucible had poesia a fall red 
heat, the cover was removed, and feveral of the 
company faw the mercury in a tranquil ftate, 
neither evaporating nor boiling, in which ftate 

it continued even when the mercury itfelf was 

completely ignited. | 
The cover being replaced, the fire was gra- 

dually raifed to a white heat. The crucible be- 
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ing continued in this heat for thirty minutes, 
was taken out, cooled, and broke.’ 

A globule of metal was found at the: ‘bottom, 
neatly fuled, and exadly filling the cavity of the 
divided f{coriz. The globule fell: out by: the 
_ blow among the fragments of the-crucible, and 
was taken up and fhewn round to the company 
by Lord Palmerftone, and in theit prefence re- 
placed in the hollaw of the vitrified borax, to 
which it was accurately adapted. 

Many other globules were. diffufed through 
the fcoriz attached to the fides of the crucible, 

fragments of which were diftributed among the 
company at their requeft. 

The bead which lay at the bottom weighed 
about ten grains, and was found to be perfelly 
pure filver, as appeared from the report of an 
affay-mafter, recommended by the clerk of the 
goldfmiths company. 

From the experiments here related, every 
reader will, be able to form an opinion for him- 
felf concerning the fuccefs which Dr Price has 
had. But without -prefuming to offer any re- 
marks which may influence their judgment, we 
cannot help expreffing our regret, that a chemift 
in Dr Price’s fireations fhould-not have alfo pu- 
blifhed 
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blifhed the procefs by which his red and white 
powders were obtained ; ‘and that the rather, as 
we are told in the introduétion, that he has al- 
ready expended the whole of them, and does 
fot propofe to furnifh himfelf with a fecond 
portion, having obtained them by a tedious and 
_ operofe procefs, the effects of which he has ex- 
perienced to be injurious to his health, and 


that he mutt therefore avoid the a 
of It. 


VIL. 


An Account of the Fail Fever, or Typhus Carcerum, 
as it appeared at Carlifle in the year 1781. By 
John Heifham, M.D. 8vo. London. 


UR author, in his Preface, affigns as the 

motive of the prefent publication, ** That 
+ the treatment of the difeafe, which was adopt- 
“* ed and fuccefsfully purfued at Carlifle, appear- 
‘‘ ed to differ in fome circumftances from what 
‘¢ has hitherto obtained in general practice, par- 
- © ticularly in the more early application, and in 
“the much freer ufe, of bark and Port-wine. 


With refpe& to the quantity of wine; where- 


“ as Sir J. Pringle never directed more than a 
bottle 
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bottle in the day, and tarely fo much, we 
_ & have preferibed from one bottle to two bottles 
and an_half daily, and always with advantage. 
The dofes‘of the bark are alfo nearly double 
‘Sto thofe which the fame. eminent Phyfician 
ufually exhibited.” 
_ Heré>we maft remark, that the difference of 
practice’ betwixt our author and Sir J. Pringle, is — 
more ‘apparent than real, and feems to us chief- 
ly, if not altogether, to originate’ from the dif- 
ferent.fituations in which they were placed.: The 
typhous patients of Sir J. Pringle were foldiers, 
_ men generally about the prime of life, well fed, 
of plethoric habits and fanguine temperaments ; 
of courfe, inflammatory fymptoms often run 
high during the firft ftage of the fever. ‘Sir J. 
Pringle, with his ufual fagacity, fometimes took 
away a little blood, and was always during this 
period referved in the ufe of bark and wine. | 
But, in the latter period, he _judicioufly gave 
both thofe articles according to the urgency of 
fymptoms, of age, the conftitution and former 
habits of the patient, and altogether ubitained 
from the ufe of the lancet. 

Our’ author’s patients again, according to the 

account. he has given, were the pooreft and 
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meaneft inhabitants of Carlifle, all of them ill 


fed, ill clothed, and many of them paft the prime 
of life. He, with propriety therefore, altoge- 
ther omitted bleeding, and from the very be- 
ginning gave bark ant ss wine with a liberal 
hand. 

The truth 1 is, em as every where elfe, no 
general dottrine can be delivered, which is not 
varied fomewhat by circumftances and fitua- 
tion. Inthe prefent cafe, it would be equally 
unjuft to affirm, with Dr Jesasgomas that two 
given, with advantage, to an adult in the typhus 
carcerum, as to fuppofe with Sir J. Pringle, 
that one bottle only was the ftandard quantity. 


In the nature of things, this admits not of a 
 ~precife limitation ; it depends upon a variety of 


contingent circumftances, and. muft always, in 
the laft refort, be intrufted to the judgment of 


the pradtitioner, at the patient’s bed-fide. 


- Thus much, candour,,and a reverence for the 
iluftrious. dead, obliged us to remark. 
We. praceed now to the differtation itfelf. 
Dr Heifham divides it into five fections. | 
_ Inthe:firf, He treats of the hiftory and-fymp- 
toms of this fever. In the /econd, Of the pro- 
gnoftics. 
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prioftics.. Inthe third, Of the remote caufes of 
this’ ‘fever,’ and particularly ‘of the occafional 
caufes. In the fourth, Of the caufes which pre- 
difpofed, or rendered thé body more liable to 
be ‘affeéted’ by the occafional caufe'when aps 
plied. And, in the Jf, He treats of the cure. 
With refpe& to the hiftory ofthe difeafe, we 
are informed, that about the beginning of April, 
or end of March, this fever appeared in Carlifle, 
at'an houfe im Richard-gate,' which contains a- 
bout half: a dozen very poor families. It con- 
tinued during the remainder of the year, but 
was in a great meafure confined to the town it- 
felf;' and: then it raged with more violence in 
the fuburbs*than within the ‘walls. It chiefly, 


if not folely; attacked the common ‘and lower 


ranks of people, nioré efpecially thofe who lived 
in’ narrow, ‘clofe confined lanes, and in fmall 


crouded apartments. The married feemed 


more fubjeét to it than the or adults than 
children, and women than men. 

On the 6th January 1782; about fix hundred 
had been feized with it, that’ is, about one in e- 
leven or twelve of all the inhabitants of Carlifle, 
and nearly one in ten died, of thofe who were 
attacked by the diforder; for, ‘upon fearching 
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the regifter of deaths, it appeared, that two felf 
vidtims to it in the month of May, four in Juné, 


four in July, eight in Auguft, feven in Septem- 
ber, nine in Oétober, eight in November, and _ 
fix in December ; in all forty-eight, befides 2 

foldier of the firft regiment of ncn gent ane 


three ftrangers. 


- Our author next prefents us with a very di- 


: fine detail of fymptoms, which he very proper- 


ly divides into‘common and anomalous. With 
refpect to the common, they are too generally 
known to require any recapitulation. ‘The ano- 
malous are the following: A diarrhcea in the 


‘firft ftage of the fever. A cough, fometimes 


with, at other times without expectoration. 
The pulfe now and then ftronger than is ufual in 
typhus. In one or two inftances, a difficulty of. 


making water, and a {welling of the abdome#, 


with evident fluctuation, occurred. 

A relapfe was never obferved. 

Our author, though a profeffed believer in 
the general doctrine of critical days, and eager 


to have his faith fupported by fome new props, 
on this occafion, candidly confefles his difap-— 


pointment.' He obferved patients die in almoft. 


'* every day of the fever, from the fifth or fixth, 


to the fixteenth or feventeenth, and the falutary 
terminations 
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terminations occurred as frequently on the non- - 
critical, as on the critical.days.. 

As the temperature of the feafon has sia of: 
ten fuppofed greatly to influence epidemic dif- 
eafes, we have here a regifter of the weather, 
as-to cold, heat and moifture, previous to the 
appearance of the difeafe, at its rife, and —s 
its progrefs and decline. 4 

In. the fecond fe&tion, Dr Heitham treats of 
the prognottics i in this difeafe. : 

this part of the fubje&, Dr Heifham 
tents himfelf, with pointing, out, Thole 
fymptoms. which. indicate a favourable iflue ; 
and next, Thofe which portend danger and 
death... He is of opinion, that neither petechize, 
nor a bleeding at the nofe, unlefs accompanied 
with other dangerous fymptoms, indicate immi- 
nont danger: For feveral patients, with thofe 
fymptoms, recovered as well as others who were 
not affected by them. He never obferved, 
however, either petechiz, a fcarlet efflorefcence, 

or a bleeding at the nofe, in patients who be- 
gan to take the bark and wine, early in the dif- 
eafe. 

The remote caufes of this fever, and particu- 
larly the occafional caufes, are the fubjeéts con- 
fidered in the third feétion. 


Our. 
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Our author adduces the following reafons for 
believing that the {tate of the weather was not 
a very powerful agent in this epidemic. In the 
firft place, It was confined, in a great meafure, 
to the city and fuburbs of Carlifle. In the fe- 
cond place, The ftate of the air, when the fever 
raged with the greateft violence, was different 
from what it had been when it firft appeared, 
but fimilar to what it was when the difeafe was 
manifeftly on the decline. 

.. After finding the ftate of the weather an in- 
adequate caufe to produce the effedts, Dr Hei- 
fham thinks it probable, that human effluvia 
was the occafional caufe of this fever. He here 
enters upon the argument of contagion at fome 
length. In fupport of the opinion, the‘ melan- 
choly, but well known effects ef human effluvia, 
at the Affizes held at Oxford, in the year.1577, 


and during the Seflions of the Old Bailie, are — 


quoted. and appealed to, After feveral other 
general obfervations, for further information, we 
are referred ta Huxham, Pringle and Lind. 
When our author comes to treat of the caufes 
which. predifpofed, or rendered the body more 
liable to be affeéted by the occafional caufe 
when applied, inftead of attempting to explain’ 
the 
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_, the modus operandi of thofe-caufes,-he deems it 
enough briefly to enumerate them under the 
nine following heads. 

1. A poor watery dict. 
2. Uncleanlinefs. 
Cold. 
4. Intemperance in drinking. 
5 Excefs in venery. 
6. Fatigue. 
7. Grief and anxiety. 
8. Fear. 

g. Previous difeafe. 

By avoiding thofe predifpofing caufes, ae 
Doctor obferves, that perfons even expofed to 
the contagion, will, in general, efcape the dif- 

-eafe ; but to render them ftill more fecure, he 
recommends a generous diet, with a liberal ufe 

_of wine, or fpirits, the Peruvian bark, and mo- 
derate exercife in the open air. 

In the fifth fe@tion of this sai Dr Heitham 
treats of the cure. 

On this important part of the fubjeét,. our 
author is very diftin& and correét, but his prac- 
tice does not appear to us to differ very mate- 

any from that now generally eftablifhed. 
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: From the train of fymptoms, he is led to.in- 
fer, that the difeafe in a great meafure confilts 
in extreme debility, and in a tendency. of the 
fluids towards putrefaction. Hence the follow- 

_ ing indications of cure are deduced; fir, To’ 
remove the caufes, or obviate the effects of de- 
bility. Secondly, To obviate or correct the ten- - 
dency of the fluids to putrefa@tion. 

The caufes which continue to operate after 
the difeafe is fully formed are, effluvia from the 
patient’s own body, grief, anxiety, and fear. 
The operation of the firft of thofe caufes may 
be.counteraéted in a great degree by a little at- 
tention. Of this, Dr Heifham was well aware.. 
He accordingly ordered the patient clean linen 
every day. A ftream of freth air. was:direéted 
upon the fick-bed, and the chamber kept pure 
and fweet, by the diligent removal of the excre- 
tions, whether feces or urine. By thefe means, 
we doubt not, an accumulation of the effluvia 
would be prevented, and of courfe its virulence 
much diminifhed. 

- Dr Heifham next fubjoins fome obfervations 
- refpecting the regulation of paflions of the mind. 
He direéts, that if the ‘patient be anxious about - 
_., his fate, he fhould be infpired by hope; if influ- 
enced 
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enced by fear, his courage fhould -be roufed; 
and: if grieved, ‘his forrow is'to be: foothed. 
But, above all, every thing which tends to pro- 
duce fear,’ efpecially in thofe who are already 
fick, ought ‘to be feduloufly avoided. — This 
leads the author to take notice of fome prac- 
tices in Carlifle, which had a very great effect 
in that way, particularly the tolling of the death- 
bell, the mvitation to burials by the public crier, 
and the funeral pfalms fung through the ftreets. 
As foon, however, as Dr Heifham reprefented 
the evil tendency of thefe practices to the learn- 
ed Dr Percy, then Dean of Carlifle, they were 
inftantly reformed as far as lay in his power ; 
an example well worthy of imitation, at leaft on 
fimilar occafions, in other places where the fame 
practices prevail. | 
Our author: next. proceeds to the particular 
treatment of the difeafe. 
At the commencement of the epidemic, be- 
fore he had an opportunity of accurately afcer- 
taining its nature, when called early in the firft 
ftage of the difeafe, he ordered the faline mix- 
‘ture, and, in cafe of coftivenefs, fuch a quantity 
of tartar emetic. combined with it as was fufhi- 
cient to obviate that fymptom, but not to in- 
duce 
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duce any great. degree either of naufea of vo- 


_miting, which he found always hurtful. But, 


after he had more accurately afcertained the na- 
ture of the epidemic, and when not. called, 
which was generally the cafe, till the firft ftage 
was over, he rejected tartar emetic as an ufelefs 
and even noxious medicine, altogether omitted 
the faline mixture, and confided folely in the li- 
beral ufe of bark and wine. 

_ The following was his common formula for 
adminiftering the bark : 

Pulv. cort. Peruv. opt. unc. unam.: 
Rad. ferp. virgin. dr. duas. 
M. & divide in partes duodecem zquales ; fumat 
unam, fecunda, vel tertia, _—— hora, ex vin. 
rubr. hautft. 

When the patient’s ftomach ane not bear 
the bark in fubftance, a ftrong decoction was 
ufed as a fubftitute. To adults, from one to 
two bottles and a half of wine, were given in 
the fpace of twenty-four hours ; and our author 
thinks, that even more might have been given 
with advantage, as he never faw any bad effects 


from an excefs, though very often from the too 
-fparing ufe of this grateful cordial. 


Pediluvium 
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-Pediluvium was-fouad.. more prejudicial than 
ufeful ; but fomentations of the feet —_— 
were ufed with advantage. 

_ Though blifters did not appear to affedt the 
general fyftem, or raife the pulfe, they very evi- 
dently relieved the pain of the. head, which wae 
often violent. 

The fymptomatic was 
| attempted to be checked, by the free ufe of 
aftringents and opium, without any fear of re- 
‘taining a putrid fomes in the inteftinal canal. 

Glyfters were feldom employed, unlefs in ca- 
fes of irritation, from a too _ retention of 
the feces. | 

When fymptoms of catarrh were conjoined 
with fever, the wine and medicines were admi- 
niftered a little warm, and the rad. ferpent. virg. 
omitted. When the debility was exceffive, and 
the danger great, though unattended with diar- 
rhoea, our author had recourfe to opium. 

With refpeé&t to the anomalous fymptoms, 
they were left entirely to nature. * 

During the whole courfe of the difeafe, the 
patient was permitted the free ufe of fruits, un- 
lefs contraindicated by diarrhoea. 

By adhering fteadily to the above method, 
we are aflured, that all the fymptoms were alle- | 


viated, 
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Antonii Brugmans Magnetifinus, feu de Affnita- 
tibus Magneticis Obfervationes Academica. ‘8vo. 


oO" author points out a new and conve- 
, nient method, by which it may be eafily 


known, whether any body, mineral, animal or 
vegetable, is attracted by the magnet, and thus, 
whether it contains iron or not. For, although 
different bodies are known to contain iron, both 
by the teft of chemical analyfis, and by their af- 
finity tothe magnet ; yet there are others, which, 


from chemiftry, we know to be poflefled of, a 


martial principle, which, however, do not affe& 
the moft fenfible magnetic needle. . 
Our author, in the prefent work, endeavours 


to difcover the caufe of this effeét, and, if pof- 


fible, to obviate it. Nor have his labours been 


unfuccefsful ; for he has found, that different. 
bodies, which feemed altogether deftitute of 


iron, fuch as vitriol of copper, cork, and filbert- 


nuts, 
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nut, and feveral others, are attraéted 
the magnet. 

The whole of our author’s toothed turns up- 
on this, that the bodies, the martial principle of 
which we with to afcertain, fhould be rendered 
as moveable as poflible. For this purpofe, he 
recommends to place the body to be examined, 
upon either end of a very moveable non-magne- 
tic needle *, or, what is preferable, upon the fur- 
face of very pure quickfilver, or very limpid’ wa- 
ter; and, in this fituation, to approach to it a 

{trong natural or artificial magnet of a 

piped form. | 

Quickfilver anfwers exceedingly well for folid 
bodies, fuch as woods, ftones, and thofe mine- 
rals and metals which do not readily form an : 
amalgam with it. But fluid bodies, and thofe q 
minerals which eafily unite with quickfilver, and 
thus deftroy its mobility, are either to be com- 
mitted to water alone, or, if they are fpecifically 
heavier 


* We are prevented from defcribing this needle by the 
want of a plate ; but our author acknowledges, that it has 
frequently difapppointed his expectations; on which ac- 
count, it is neceflary, on examining thofe bodies which 
contain little iron, to have recourfe to quickfilver, or to 
water. 
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heavier than this fluid, or form mixtures with it, 
they are to be made to fwim on its furface, pla- 


ced upon a fmall piece of paper, or on a thin 


lens of concave glafs; upon which the approach 
of a good magnet, if the body contains iron, will 
not only difcover it, but will frequently give ita 
conftant polarity. 

Many trials, which our author made with the 
greateft' care, fhow the utility of this method. 
He found, that black earth, yellow, red, and 
green ochre, red fuller’s-earth, tobacco-pipe- 
clay, the clay of the Delft-ware, and all veffels 
made of ‘it, Englifh fuller’s-earth, the bolar 
earths, and all kinds: of terra figillata, and 
other kinds of earth and fand of a black, 
blue, or afh colour, did not refift the aétion 
of a good magnet. With the fame event, 
he examined, not only that kind of clay which 
is ufed in making” red bricks, but every other 
kind which acquires a yellow, blue, or other co- 


lour, in the fire. He found, that red bricks 


were capable of receivirig a conftant polarity. 
Whether that pure and white kind of argillace- 


ous earth, of which the china of Saxony and Ja- 
pan is made, would fhow the fame effect, he - 


cannot be certain; for although china-veflels 
are 


? 

| 


COMMENTARIES. 20 


are attracted, yet he informs us, that he has of- 
ten. met.with bodies which were deftitute of 
magnetic power, unlefs they had — the 
action of the fire. 
.Turfa, when frefh, has a 
“a the magnet. The longer, however, that thie 
foffil is expofed to the open air, the more is this 
power diminithed. 
Indurated cement | (cementum) becomes a true 
| polit magnet. White vitriol, both natural and 
artificial, as alfo green and blue vitriol, lapis atra- 
mentarius, touchf{tone, ftone of which millftones © 
are made, lapis.pumicis and: lazuli, ardefia, lava, 
‘fteatites and ferpentini lapides, tourmalinus, fuc- 
cinum, feveral-precious ftones, as ruby, hyacin- ? 
_ thus both of the Eaft and Welt Indies, chryfoli- 
thus, {maragdus, granite, lapis nephriticus, tur- 
cofa, fome jafpides and achates, as -alfo feveral 
kinds of mica and afbeftus, and the ores of iron, 
tin, copper, zinc, cobalt, and quickfilver, were 
moved fooner or later by the power of the mag- 
net, according to the quantity of iron which ~ 
they contained ; and thus clearly proved the fal- 
fity of the common opinion, that the ores of iron 
or other metals, that ftones and’ other minerals 
which, contain. iron, are not. attracted by the 
magnet, 
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magnet, unlefs they have been previoufly calei- 
ned, either by themfelves, or with fome inflam- , 
mable body. | 
Our author proceeds to fhow, that different 
S animal and vegetable fubftances, of the martial 
principle of which doubts have been entertain- 
ed, are readily attracted by the magnet, al- 
though they had not been prepared to fhow this 
affinity, either by. calcination, or any other ope- 
ration whatever. Thus, fponge, cork, Peruvian 
bark, filbert-nuts, almonds, the old bark of 
trees, cherry-ftones, the woods of rhodium and 
mahogany; and ivory, gave evident marks of this 
magnetical affinity, when a fmall piece of thefe 
bodies, about the fize of a pepper-corn (for a 
rounded figure is preferable), was put on the 
furface of quickfilver, and a ttrong magnet ap- 
proached to them. os 
Other fubftances, again, fhewed a magnetic 
power, when they were calcined, or reduced to 
afhes, or when they were, according to Boer- 
haave’s method, changed into a fimple earth fo 
called. Of this kind are the filices pyromachi, 
writing paper, foot, white wool, feveral herbs 
and fruits, the feathers. of birds, fins of fifth, fea- . 
fhells, animal bones .and hair, blood and its fe- 


rum, 
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rum, fat, and the flefh of animals; the calces of 
-fome metals, as of lead and zinc, diaphoretic 
antimony, red precipitate of mercury, turpeth — 
mineral, &’c.; for of all of thefe, a greater or 
{maller proportion adhered to the magnet. — 

By thefe experiments, our author thinks, we ‘ 
are enabled to correct the opinions of others re- 
fpecting the producing and deftroying the mag- 
netic power in bodies, and they ferve alfo as the 
foundation of new doétrines. : 

It is not in the leaft to be wondered at, he ob- 
ferves, that Becher and Geoffroy procured an ar- 
tificial iron from clay or argillaceous earth ; fora 
confiderable quantity of it enters into their com. 
pofition, and is only feparated by a chemical pro- 
cefs. A certain colour of earths, fuch as afh or 
ochery coloured, is not a neceflary mark of 
magnetic affinity; for fometimes thofe of a 
clayey or other colour, are obferved to approach 
the magnet with greater force than others whofe 
external appearance feemed to indicate a ftrong- 
er affinity: yet our author found, by repeated 
trials, that the magnetic power decreafed in pro- 
portion as the colour of bodies came nearer to 
perfect whitenefs; fo that fome earths, and 

other bodies produced from them, are found, 
which 
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which have no magnetic affinity at all. He 
thinks, that indurated cement fhould be referred 
to the martial earths, on account of the great 
quantity of iron which it contains. | 

Our author could not deftroy by any artifice 
the magnetic power of iron, which however al- 

moft all the chemifts deny the croci of iron to 
- poffefs; for whether he examined the folutions 
of this metal made in mineral or vegetable 
acids, or the crocus appofitivus of Stahl, and 
other calces prepared either from folutions or 
with fulphur, or iron itfelf expofed for alength _ 
of time to the influence of the open air and | 
moifture, he always obferved remarkable proofs 
of magnetifm ; and although this property was 
in fome meafure diminifhed, yet this diminution 
depended upon the adherence of faline matter, 
and the magnetic power was fully reftored 
when it was removed. 

In the fame manner, the feparation of phlogi- 
fton from iron had no effe& in deftroying 
its magnetic power. The fcoriz of iron, that 
had been fufed with nitre, and again feparated 
from it, ‘were readily a¢ted upon by the mag- 
net. 

Thus 
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-; Thus no art is capable of deftroying or de- 
compounding this metal, in fuch a manner as to 
deprive it of its magnetic affinity. 

Farther, although many. fubftances, fuch as the 
- filex pyromachus, different earths, and others 
which we enumerated above, become magnetic 
by calcination; yet our author does not affent to 
the opinion of Mr Buffon, who thinks this mag- 
netic power is produced by the fire ; for as iron is 
found almoft every where, even in the atmofphere 
itfelf, he imagines, that the martial principle of 
thofe bodies is only rendered more confpicuous 
by the force of the fire. 

Red coral, the external habit of which bears 
marks of an admixture of iron, even when pre- 
pared by calcination, did not fhow any magnetic 
affinity: Hence our author infers, that the co- 
lour of mineral bodies depends, in fome in- 
ftances, upon the martial principle, and in others 
upon an inflammable matter alone. 

The magnetic attraction, which fome bodies 
fhow after calcination inftituted with inflam- 
mable fubftances, does not always depend upon 
the iron contained in the calcined body, but up- 
on the martial principle of the inflammable mat- 
ter. Thus, white chalk calcined per fe has no 

O magnetic 
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magnetic affinity ; but when tallow is added du- 
ring the calcination, the whole mafs is attracted 
by the magnet. Hence, in order to afcertain 
the prefence of iron in any body, it ought to be . 
calcined without any addition whatever. 


SECT, 
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SECT. IL 


| Medical Obfervations. 


Obfervations on Regimen and Preparation under 
Inoculation, and on the Treatment of the Natu- 
ral Small Pox, in the Weft Indies. To which 


are added, Striciures on the Suttonian Prac- 
tice ; in a Letter to Dr Andrew Duncan. By 


James Makittrick-Adair, Fellow of the Royal 
College of Phyficians at Edinburgh. 


Antigua, Fuly 24. 1780. 
C'OME years ago, I had prepared for the 
1 prefs fome obfervations on the Suttonian 
regimen and pradtice under inoculation; but 
my 
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my fudden and unexpected return to this co- 
lony, and the multiplicity of my avocations here, 
prevented even the recollection of my former 
intention, until the fmall pox broke out in the 
metropolis of this ifland, when a general inocu- 
lation became neceflary. 

I take the liberty of tranfmitting to you a nar- 
rative of my praétice, not only under inocula- 
tion, but in the natural fmall pox, as concerted 
with, and, I believe, generally adopted by, your 
quondam pupil, and our mutual friend Dr Sa- 
muel Athill; and fhall fubjoin fome ftrictures 
on the Suttonian mode of treatment. _ | 

Should it be objeéted, that I have been anti- 
cipated in fome of my ftrictures, I anfwer, that 
allowing this to be true; yet, befides fome hints 
that are new, no author that I have read, has, 
on his own experience, fo fully pointed out the 
bad effects which may refult from the repellent 
plan. If, therefore, a due attention to the fol- 
lowing remarks, fhall tend to awaken the fufpi- 
cion of medical men, and thereby lead them to 
watch its effects, I fhall not have oe in 


vain. 
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Sect. I. Treatment under Inoculation. - 


The unavoidable communication between the 
llaves in each plantation, made it neceflary to 
inoculate, without regarding the circumftance 
of pregnancy or chronic complaints: A few 
were inoculated by a faturated thread; but, in 
general, by a lancet loaded with the matter of 
a maturated puttule. 

The ordinary diet of the flaves are fimple, 
little change was neceflary ; nor was I very ri- 
gid with refpeé to the regimen even of waite | 
patients. 

In compliance with cuftom, I purged twice 
before inoculation, and once between that and 
the eruptive fever; to all the healthy, above 
three months, purging pills of jalap, calomel and 
emetic tartar were given; for very young in- 
fants, magnefia, mercurius alkalifatus and ipe- 
cacuanha, were directed ; and fuch as-were con- 
ftitutionally weak, or reduced by difeafe, were 
put upon the ufe of bark, — animal food 
and wine. 

I did not purge the mothers of facking in in- . 
fants, deeming the practice to be unneceflary, 
uncertain and abfurd. 
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To avoid unneceffary repetitions, I fhall di- 
vide the fmall pox into four ftages; the febrile, 
eruptive, fuppuratory, and that of incru/tation. 

_ Though the writers on the {mall pox, in ge- 
neral, endeavour to aflign a certain number of 
days for the commencement and termination of 
each of thofe ftages; yet I have found that a 
variety of circumftances may either precipitate 
or retard them. oe 

About three days before I expected the erup- 
tive fever, 1 direéted, for all but infants at the 
breaft, a folution of emetic tartar, acidulated 
with vitriolic acid, adding as much laudanum 
as fhoyld prevent fevere naufea and vomiting : 
To. children above fix months, it was given 
without the acid; but few under this age took 
it, except fuch as from difturbed fleep, twitch. 
ings and ftartings, {eemed to be threatened with 
convulfions ; and, in thefe cafes, I generally 
preferred a tinfture of ipecacuanha with lauda- 
num. 

It was a general dire&ion, that warm water 
fhould be kept in readinefs, for the immediate 

- immerfion of fuch as were threatened with con- 
-vulfions ; and a dofe of the above medicine was . 
| 
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direéted to be given, and repeated every hour, 
or two hours, until the fpafms ceafed. 

This diaphoretic, which generally fweated, 
and fometimes vomited, was continued till the 
eruption appeared ; after which period, no me- 
dicine was given, unlefs a profufe eruption, or 


- fome other circumftance, demanded it. 


When the puftules were nearly dried on the 
face, I purged twice or thrice with the prepara- 
tory medicines, but in a larger dofe. 


Srct. Hl. Natural Small Pox. 


Febrile Stage] As foon as I fulpe&ted the 
fever to be variolous, I gave to adults about fix 
grains of calomel, and one grain of emetic tar- 


tar; and the operation being finifhed, I conti- 


nued the medicine in half that quantity, every 
four, fix or eight hours, until I could pretty ex- 
adily determine the quantum of the eruption: 
lf it was likely to be copious, I continued the. 
medicine till the commencement of the third 


ftage, otherwife I defifted: If the patient was 


confiderably vomited or purged by it, I order- 
ed.an opiate at night, but not otherwife. To. 
all children above fix months, calomel and ipe- 

cacuanha 
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cacuanha were given ; to infants under that age, 
magnefia, ipecacuanha and mercurius alkalifatus! 
To the infirm of any age, bark and mercurius 


alkalifatus; ufing the precautions enumerated 
' above, to obviate or remove convulfions. In 


one cafe, the patient was bled, on account of 
confiderable pains, anxiety and febrile heat. - 
Eruptive Stage.| If the eruption promifed to 
be moderate, tepid drinks only were prefcribed, 
and the chamber kept cool. If very coftive, a 
glyfter, or gentle aperient were given. I have 
already related the method of treatment, when 
I fufpected the eruption would be profufe ; and 
whether before or during the eruption, if the 
mercurial medicine opezated brifkly, an opiate 
was given at night, with great advantage; the 
patient was expofed toa free current of air, 
and permitted to drink cold water, if defired. | 

Stage of Suppuration.| ‘This ftage, I believe, 
commences very foon after the eruption, or in- 
flammatory effufion, and proceeds fucceflively 
in the different parts of the body, in proportion 
as the puftules appear and fill, until they have 
attained their full fize, and acquire that yellow. 


nefs of the apices, which is rarely obferved) - 


however, except in the diftingt {mall pox: A 
proof 
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proof that in the confluent fmall pox, a genuine 
fuppuration does not take place. Hence it ap- 
pears, that the ftage of fuppuration really com- — 
- mences and continues longer than is generally 
believed ; and indeed the three ftages run fo in- 
fenfibly into each other, that their periods can- 
not be afcertained. | 
If the puftules were few, warm drinks were 
preferred to cold, and even the gentleft aperi- 
ent avoided. If the eruption was copious, and 
the mercurial had been properly employed in 
the former ftages, it was now difcontinued, and 
only an opiate given at night, provided the pa- 
tient was very fore or reftlefs ; and even repeat- . 
ed at midnight, if the firft dofe had not a pro- 2 
per effect. But when the evacuating medicines 
had either been omitted in the former ftages, 
or ufed too {paringly ; or when the eruption had 
been premature, and very precipitate, and the 
inflammatory fuffufion in the intervals of the | 
puftules was confiderable, efpecially if of a dark 
red colour; the mercurial was ufed through 
this ftage, but in fuch fmall dofes as not to ha- 
zard a profufe purging. 3 
Stage of Incruftation.] This ftage is fuppofed 
to commence from the time the apices of the 
pultules 
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puftules in the face begin to be difcoloured and 
hardened: But this is not ftridly true; for at 
this time, the procefs of maturation is really go- 
- ing on in the body and extremities: A more 
certain and important mark of its commence- 
ment is a fenfible diminution of the fwelling of 
the face; which, though it takes place pretty 
regularly about the eleventh day in the diftiné& 
{mall pox, is fometimes later in the confluent. 
The commencement of the fecondary fever de- 
pends chiefly on the detumefcence of the face ; 
but in feveral cafes it appeared earlier; the e- 
vening exacerbation becoming more gradually 
fevere, and the morning remiffion lefs diftiné, 
except in a patient who died on the nineteenth 
day; for in this cafe it came on with great ri- 

_ gour, and the firft hot fit deftroyed him. 
The treatment under this. {tage of danger 
was regulated by circumftances.. If the fecon- 
dary fever was flight, the patient was kept cool 

and quiet, and the belly gently foluble. — 
But if the fecondary fever came on with any 
| degree of feverity, I again had recourfe to the 
mercurial evacuants, bliftered the back, or, 
more frequently, the f{crobiculus cordis; and if 
the patient was reftlefs at night, the opiate was 
given, 
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given, and generally wafhed down with weak 
warm punch. 

The relics of the difeafe were purged off by 
jalap, calomel and tartar emetic, ~~ earlier 
_ than under inoculation. 

Soft vegetable drinks, and fometimes weak 
broths, were given through the difeafe. 

I loft two inoculated patients; one, an in- 
fant, whofe mother having died about a month 
- before, of a puerperal fever, it was neglected by 
the nurfe; the other, an infant of ten weeks 
old; of the confluent {mall pox, contracted, I 
believe, before inoculation. 

Though a confiderable proportion died of the 
natural {mall pox during this epidemic, two on- 
ly died under my care; one, an, old man of 
feventy, neglected in the firft flages ; and a boy 
who had long laboured under diarrhoea: He 
had been inoculated, but without effect: He 
had very few puftules. 


Sect. III. 


Before I proceed to the remarks on the pre- 
ceding fections, I fhall affign fome reafons for 
the prefent publication. | 
In 
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_ In the year 1766, when I fettled at Andover 
in Hants, 1 found, that in the town and neigh- 
bourhood there were feveral inoculators, who 


? either had been, or were then, partners of the 


Suttons. I was led chiefly by curiofity, to en- 
quire into the mode and effects of this novel 


practice ;_ and from a {trong predile€tion for the 


cooling regimen in inflammatory and putrid fe- 
vers, I confidered it as a valuable extenfion of © 
Sydenham’s plan; and, in the only cafe of ino- 
culation in which I was at that time confulted, 
I adopted the reducing regnen with all the ri- 
gour of a Suttonian. 

Soon after, feveral patients, chiefly women, 
applied to me for advice. Almoft all their cafes 
were complicated and anomalous; fome patients 
were fallow and cachectic, with irregularity or 
obftruction of the menftrua; others, apparently 
athletic, were become hyfterical or hypochon- 
driacal ; fome laboured under irregular fevers, 
with perverfion of all the fecretions and excre- 
tions; others were manifeltly hectic, with the 
fymptoms of phthifis pulmonalis. 

_Of thofe feveral died ; others, tired out with 
my unavailing efforts to relieve them, applied to 
fome other medical men, and perhaps without 

-fuccefs. 
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fuccefs. . Out of more than twenty cafes, I hall 
fele& the following: Thofe of the farmer and 
his wife firft excited my: 
the caufe. 

By defire of the late Sir John Elwill, I vifited 
a farmer and his- wife, his tenants at Dean near 
Salifbury. 

They had been inoculated twice ; but + eal 
they remained fix weeks in the inoculating houte, 
they had no eruption. | fa 

They informed me, they had both been re- 
markably healthy before inoculation, but had 
been ill ever fince. 

I found the farmer peipetually tortured with 
pains in his bowels, with conftipation, and hec- 
tic fever : He was relieved chiefly by caftor oil, 
and apozems of linfeed and fal diureticus. 

The wife, a corpulent athletic woman, with a 
train of hypochondriacal fymptoms, which feem- 
ed to depend on catamenial obftruations, was, 
at times, fubject to fevere hyfterical paroxyfms. 
She was relieved, as far as depended on a refti- 
tution of the menftrua, by extract of hemlock 
and the aloetic pill; but, her nerves continued . 
very irritable long after I left her. 


A 


\ 
t 
* a 
x 
> 
4 
‘ 
| 
“4 
Way 
~~ ag 
4 
% 
>» 7 
% 
wy 
{ 
Sa 
\ 


A farmer’s daughter in a neighbouring vil- 
lage confulted me: I found her in the laft ftage 
of a confumption, and therefore attempted pal- 
_ lation only. The patient and her parents af- 
fured me, that, before inoculation, fhe had been 
ftrong, florid and healthy, and confidered her as 
a martyr to the new practice. 

A female, fervant to an old bachelor my 
neighbour, foon after being inoculated, in which 
the puftules were few, was feized with convul- 
fions. They feemed to partake more of the na- 
ture of epilepfy than of hyfteria. Their returns 
were frequent and fevere ; and, in the intervals, 
fhe complained of an heavy conftant pain at the 
fcrobiculus cordis. Ali the means I could devife 
for her relief were unavailing,-and fhe died at 
the end of fome months of an afcites.. This wo- 
man dated the commencement of her illnefs 
from the time of her being inoculated. 


But as the purfuit of truth is my fole aim, I | 


acknowledge, that feveral difeafes wére attribu- 
ted to the relics of {mall pox, long before inocu- 
lation was practifed in Europe; but I believe 
the difeafe was rarely productive of complaints, 
unlefs where the eruption was much more co- 
pious than under the prefent mode of inocula- 

| | 
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tion; and I fhall hereafter endeavour to ¢x- 
plain, how a defeét, as well as an excels, of 
eruption, may injure the “future health of the — 
patient. It cannot be doubted, that the Sutto- 
- nian mode of imoculation has rendered the im- 
mediate danger much lefs than under any for- 
mer mode; but I am perfuaded, that, to render 
it more fafe in every refpeé, it is neceffary, in 
general, to be much more moderate in the ufe 
of the reducing and repellent plan, and, in fome: 
cafes, totally to defert it. | 
This. leads me to take notice of a circum- 
{tance which merits our moft ferious attention, 
fo far as regards the probable confequences. 
The Suttons having remarked, that their plan 
always leffened, and often totally prevented erup- 
tion, they were induced, not only to adopt it in- 
difcriminately, but often to carry it to excels; 
becaufe, by a quick rotation of patients, their 
profits were confiderably increafed. This me- 
thod of treatment was alfo very agreeable to the 
patients; they were gratified by the profpect of 
being foon relieved from a rigid difcipline; and 
the females were affured of their beauty being 
unimpaired. 
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- Baron Dimfdale’s candid and judicious publi- 
cation did not tend fo much to regulate and mo- 
dify this practice, as to apply the principles of it 
_to the treatment of the-natural fmall pox. 

- From fome cafes which have occurred to me, 
in which Dr Dimfdale’s plan was adopted, I 
have been led to with, that, well qualified as he 
is, he had been more explicit in pointing out 
thofe circumftances under which a mitigation of | 
the general regimen would be neceffary ; and 
_ indeed, that he had been lefs implicit in adopt- 
ing that plan in its utmoft extent ; becaufe 1 am 
perfuaded that it ts a and has been 1 in 
fome cafes unfafe. 

More than twelve years ago, the late Dr 
Kirkpatrick, author of a treatife on inoculation, 
was of the fame opinion: Dr Gatti, who inocu- 
lated at Paris with the utmoft fuccefs, repro- 
bates, in the ftrongeft terms, all preparation 
whatfoever; and attached as I am to mercurials. 
and fudorifics, as preparatory to inoculation, I 
fhould deem my patient more fafe without any 
preparation whatfoever, than under that adopt- 
ed by Dr Dimfdale: But medical men mutt of- 
ten fubmit-to modes of practice, merely becaufe 
they are in fafhion. : | 
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Before we proceed, it may be neceffary to en- 
quire into the probable caufes of thofe difeafes, 
which ‘have’ ‘been confidered as confequent of 

imperfe& crifis of the natural and inoculated 
 f{mall:pox, that we may be enabled to 
obviate, or remove them. | 

a. In the natural fmall pox.| Firft, The affi- 
mulation of fuch a quantity of -variolofe matter, 
that part, not being depofited on the furface, is 
retained in the habit. 2d/y, The whole being 
depofited; a part falls back again on the‘ habit, 
and is not properly difcharged, either from ge- 
neral weaknefs,'an unfitnefs of the organs to fe- 
parate it, or a neglect of proper evacuants. 

Under inoculation. |: ‘Firft, Debility of the 
contftitution, either natural, or from improper 
regimen; by which the matter is not duly de- 
pofited on the furface. 2dly, The efforts of the 
conftitution being fo difturbed during the pro- 
cefs of eruption and maturation, either by re- 
fifting the determination to the furface by cold; 
dc. or by promoting ‘counter-determinations, 
efpecially to the inteftinal: canal, and thereby 
preventing the natural crifis of the difeafe. 
That much-mifchief may arife from interrupt- 
ing critical efforts in this difeafe, is evident, fir/?, 

From 


@ 
: 
‘ 
t 
> 
4 
‘ 
‘ 
3 
uA 
Riy 
a 
& 
a 
+3" 4 
. 


226 D I AL 


From the alarming fymptoms, nervous and fe- 
brile, often produced before the eruption. 2dly, 
The dangerous and fatal commotions excited, 
. when the eruption is imperfect, or totally inter- 
rupted. 3dly, The exceflive and often fatal di- 
fturbances produced by part of the virus being 
abforbed, and ftimulating the internal organs. 
4thly, The chronic difeafes meer by the re- 
Tics of difeafe. 

If, therefore, we confider the frnall pox as 3 
difeafe, whofe natural and neceflary crifis is by 
a complete depofition on the furface, the motives 
and indications for inoculation and concomitant 
treatment mutt be, 

Firft, So to prepare the body, thet the vario- 
Jofe matter generated in the habit fhall be mild 
in quality, and moderate in quantity. 

2dly,, To prevent any violent or dangerous 
commotions, or changes, being produced in 
the fyftem, during the feparation and expeltion 
of the variolous matter. 

3dly, To render the depofition of this matter 
| complete and fafe ; and, 
| 4thly, To prevent the future health from be- | 
ing injured by a return of the virus into the 
habit. 

SECT. 
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1V. Remarks on the preceding Se(Tions. 


The means neteflary for fatisfying the prece- 
ding indications, may be confidered under the 
_ heads of diet, drinks, air, and medicine; anid, un- 
der thofe heads, fome obfervations on the treat- 
ment of the natural {mall pox will be fubjoined. 
1. Diet.) Abftinence from the ufe of ftimula- 
ting food and fauces, and a moderate ufe even — 
of bland nourifhment, to prevent repletion, have 
a tendency to leffen the inflammatory diathefis, 
and weaken the propulfive powers of the heart; | 
and I have been told, that fome of Sutton’s part- 
hers pretended, that they could fo regulate the 
regimen, as to afcertain the number of puftules; 
afferting, that even a fingle meal of animal food 
has prodiiced a frefh crop of puftules. This I 
know, that feveral of Sutton’s patients, by re- 
turning too quickly to a full diet, have had a 
freth crop of puftules, or impofthumation. Thefe 
circumftances: afford a proof, that the regimen 
has been too rigid, and may fometimes be inju- 
rious, as appears even from fome of Bera 
Dimfdale’s cafes. 
Whatever other evils may arife from this 

seg there is one, of which, I believe, it is fre- 
P 3 | quently 
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quently produttive, viz. too fudden . repletion, 
from too quick a tranfition to full diet, perhaps 
often. excefg.'in ‘proportion to the, former ire- 
ftraint, To this probably may be owing: fonie — 
the. difeafes attributed to retention of the 

virus, BAS Sint: 
Some years: ago, the was introdu- 
ced into this ifland by a fhip from the coaft of A- 
frica. Several of the perfons inoculated at that 
time, were feized with alarming fymptoms;. 
the eruptions had not their ufual/afpeé ; feveral 
died ; fome, inftead of eruptions, had immenfe 
fwellings .of the inoculated arms, and ill-condi- 
tioned impofthumations and ulcers. Thefe un- . 
toward events deterred fome of the practitioners 
from farther inoculation at that time,;from a fu- 
| fpicion that there was a degree of : malignity in 
the virus. Of thofe who had:then been ‘repeat- 
edly inoculated, without eruption, fome were 
feized in the natural. way during the late. epide- 
mic. I will not deny that there might be fome-. 
thing unfavourable in the ftate of the air; but, 
from fome circumftances that have occurred: 
lately, | I am inclined to fufpect, that the reducing 
pian being carried too far, was a principal caufe - 
of thofe untoward accidents ; for 1 know expe: 
rimentally, 
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rimentally, that perfons in hot climates will not 
bear the repellent treatment to a degree which 
may be inoffenfive in Europe. Another remark 
arifes from the foregoing fact, that thefe and 
other inftances fhew, that, by reducing the pa- 
tient too much, we may abfolutely incapacitate 
him for receiving the infection fo long as he re- 
mains in‘ that {tate ; and yet, under a different 
degree of health, he may be neverthelefs fufcep- 
tible of it: A memorable inftance of this fort 
happened at Marlborough in Wiltfhire, which, 

without my would have 
a law-fuit. 

I fhall finifh my remarks on this head, by ob- 
ferving, that, when the eruptive fever was fe- 
vere, and therefore threatened a profufion of 
puftules, I confined my patient to a liquid vege- 
table diet. . In a few cafes, however, I directed 
broths, and a little wine, when the eruption 
feemed to be tardy, and the puftules did not fill 
properly, owing to contftitutional debility: But I 
am perfuaded, cafes of this kind occur more 
rarely than the nurfes fuppofe ; and it was.with 
the utmoft difficulty 1 could reftrain them from 
the ule of cordials, where the apparent oppref- 
fion of the fpirits, and depreflion of the puftules, 
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were really the effeéts of over fulnefs, and ex- 
cefs of fever. Nurfes in general are fo ftrongly 
under the influence of this prejudice, that. the 
utmoft vigilance is not fufficient to prevent their 
purfuing this deftructive practice. 
_ 2. Drinks.] Sutton’s punch, as he called it, 
_ may be of ufe in the confluent {mall pox, as {e- 
dative and antifeptic; but I never had occafion 
to ufe it: Tamarind beverage was fometimes 
_ given as an eccoprotic. In the laft ftage, warm 
four punch, negus, or wine-whey, were of ufe in 
the evening, to wath down the opiate, efpecially 
after the operation of a purge. 

3. Air.] Inno circumftance has the treatment 
of the {mall pox been fo much improved, as by 
a free perflation of the fick chamber; and we 
may juftly attribute the mortality of the difeafe 
formerly, to confinement of the patient to hot 
unventilated chambers, affifted by the liberal ufe 
of cordials. The public is much indebted to 
Baron Dimfdale, for introducing the liberal ufe 
of cold air and cold drinks in the natural {mall 
pox; but are we therefore to conclude, that ex- 

. pofure to extremely cold air is neceffary under 
inoculation ? That it will extinguifh febrile heat, 

I have had fufficient expérience ; but if there is 
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no rifk of the fever running beyond that degree 
which is néceflary for a moderate and complete 
eruption, to what purpofe do we apply this” 
powerful fedative? If it were a neceflary part of 
the regimen, inoculation would not fucceed fo 
well in the Torrid Zone, where this advantage 
cannot be procured: Indeed I am fully convin- 
ced, that the benefit derived from expofure ta 
the air, does not arife fo much from the degree 
of cold, as from a conftant change of the at- 
mofphere, immediately furrounding the pa- 
It is however peculiarly incumbent on a me- 
dical writer, candidly to produce every fa& or 
argument that may tend to invalidate his own 
opinion and experience ; ‘and under this idea, I 
think it juft to obferve, that Governor Hollwell, 
in his account of inoculation in the Eaft Indies, 
tells us, that from the time of incifion, to the 
‘commencement of fever, cold water was pour- 
ed on the patient morning and evening ; but © 
- defifted from until the eruption was complete ; 
and continued after that time, until the puftules 
dropped. This practice feems, prima facie, to be 
fimilar to the repellent plan of Dr Dimfdale, 
and therefore to militate againft my arguments. 
But 
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But I would remark, that the regimen was lefs 
rigid. It does not appear that purgatives were 
ufed. ‘The temperature of cold water in hot 
climates is not many degrees different from that 
of the atmofphere, : The application of cold, 
even in this degree, was omitted during the fe- 
ver and eruption, and therefore could have very 
little effect as a repellent. And as the puftules | 
were all opened, and re-abforption leffened or 
prevented, the effufion of the water in the laft 
{tage had no other effe& than that of fimple 
ablution. 

Medicine.}] Under this head I fhall 
fome remarks on purgatives, fudori febrifu- 
ges, fedatives and ftimuli. 

1. Purgatives.| Itfhould feem, that the Sutto- 
nians rely much on the effect of purgatives in 
leflening the eruption ; and in compliance with 
the cuftom of others, I ufed aperients as prepa- 
ratory; though, when I praétifed in this coun- 
try more than thirty years ago, I never gave a 
preparatory purge, unlefs when I fufpeéted 
worms; but for fome time before inoculation, 
and in the interval between-that and the erup- 
tion, kept my patients on a courfe of mild mer- 
‘urial alteratives ; ‘yet our fuccefs then was much 

greater 
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greater than under thelate epidemic; for though 
more than ten thoufand were’ inoculated, 1 do 
not recolleé&:that in the whole ifland more than 
two -perfons died under inoculation: Our fuc- 
cefs in the treatment of the fmall pox in the na- 
tural way, was then much -lefs than under the 
late epidemic ;: a proof that-the Suttonian prac- 
tice is more favourable: under: the natural thas 
the inoculated fmall pox. : 

. Dr Sydenham, and moft of the fince” 
his time, feem to have been exceedingly averfe _ 
from promoting any kind of evacuation during — 

the ftages of eruption and maturation ; left they 
fhould interfere with the eruption, ‘fuppuration, 
falivation, and fucceffive tumefaétion of the face 
and hands. And iindeed,:though Drs Freind 
and. Mead had often {natched their patients from 
deftruétion, by. purging’ in the fecondary fever, 
yet they remained fo much under the influénce 
of prejudice, as not to fee the propriety of pre- 
venting, rather than removing thofe dangerous | 
fymptoms,. by early purging in the firft ftages. 

The late Dr Simpfon of St Andrews,. feems’ 
to have hinted at the advantage of this pra¢tice; 
but we certainly owe to Dr Dimfdale the. judi- 
cious application of this and the other parts of 


the 


+ 
4 
we 


MEDICAL 


the fedative plan, to the cure of the natdral 


{mall pox; and I certainly faved feveral of my 


late patients by adopting his praétice, when the 
eruption was copious ; though when the puftules 
were few, whether in the natural or artificial 
{mall pox, I deemed purging to be, at /ea/t, un- 
neceflary ; and therefore purged fome days latet 
after the incruftation than is commonly prac- 
Though I confider the application of the re- 
pellent plan to the treatment of the confluent 
{mall pox, as a moft valuable acquifition to me- 
dical practice’; yet, from fome cafes which fell 
under my care in England, and under the late 
epidemic, I apprehend that: it is not totally 
free from inconvenience: and danger, though 
certainly much overbalanced by the advan- 
tages that attend it. The operation of purga- 


tives cannot always be fo -regulated as not to” 


exceed; and cold, by acting too powerfully on 
the furface, may either reprefs eruption too 
much, or repel the matter too fuddenly and co- 
- pioufly, and thereby produce fome diftrefling 
fymptoms, if it does not find a ready outlet by 
the inteftines or kidneys. 
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In all the cafes of natural {mall pox related 
by Dr Dimfdale, fo far as I recolle&, he had an 
opportunity of putting his plan in execution ei- 
ther before, or immediately after the commence- 
ment of eruption; but it does not appear what 
fteps he would have taken, had he been called 
when the puftules were in a ftate of matura- 
tion. 
I did not, in confequence of a miltake, fee an 


old man, until the ftage of fuppuration was pretty 


far advanced. ‘The pock was highly confluent, 
and his {pitting was copious. About the twelfth 


day he died, a few hours after being feized = 
rigor and dyfpncea. 


Refle&ting on this cafe, and on the motives 
which have induced Phyficians to avoid purging 
and the application of cold at this period of the 
difeafe, I fufpe&ted that falivation and diarrhoea 
are fo far from being effential concomitants of 


the confluent fmall pox, that they are merely — 


adventitious, and confequent only of the excefs 
of the variolous matter, all of which could not 
be depofited on the furface; and I was after- 
wards confirmed in this opinion, by remarking, 


that | fuch as were purged early, had very little 


falival 
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-falival. difcharge, and this merely from the irri- 


tation of fome puttules in the throat. 

When I had the management of ‘my patients 
from the commencement of the eruptive fever, 
I had. time to regulate that ‘and the eruption ; fo 
that very little was neceflary to be done during 
maturation, which I did not think it right wan- 
tonly to interfere with, being tolerably affured 
that 1 had done enough to fecure my. patient 
from the effects of the fecondary fever. 

In a very few cafes, however, I did not fee 
my patients till the eruption was complete, and 
therefore ventured to put the repellent plan in 
practice even at this late period, and with fuc- 
cefs, the fecondary fever being moderate, though 
perhaps lefs fo than if purging and cold air had 
been applied earlier. I was indeed lefs averfe 
from this trial, becaufe,; as I have already re- 
marked, it is difficult to determine with preci- 
fion, when the ftage of: maturation commences, 
or terminates. The cafes were, however, much 
too few to eftablith a rule of praétice; and it 


_ yet remains to be determined, whether it would 


be more eligible to purge during the matura- 
tion, or follow the practice of Mead and Freind, 
and 
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_and begin: the .courfe Purging in the: 
next flage. 

have remarked (Seat. II. cheat one circum- 
flance which to mie indicated. purging, was in- 
flammatory fuffufion and tenfion round the bafes 
in thofe parts of the body where the puftules run 
leaft into each other. I purged under. thofe: 
circumftances, not fo much becaufe I deemed 
this inflammation to be a dangerous fymptom,,. 
as from an aflurance, founded in, experience,, 
that with fuch an afpe& of the pock, there was. 
lefs danger of injuring the patient by this evacua- 
tion, than when the interftices are pale and flac-. 
cid. In the negroes, the colour of the fkin. 
prevents ‘our remarking the degree of inflam-. 
matory fuffufion fo diftin@ly as in white per-. 
fons; and yet thofe who attend. carefully, 
may partly from the afpect, but chiefly from the 
degree of tenfion under the fingers, determine 
the degree of fuffufion. The: increafe of the 
evening paroxyfm is perhaps till a more certain 
indication, as it portends a fevere attack: of .fe-. 
condary fever, unlefs the fever of maturation is 
of pain, and guided: by the opiate.’ 

2. Sudorifics. | Medical men ought to be ex-. 
ccedingly cautious in drawing their inferences. 
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from the apparent effects of any particular mode: 
of practice. The Suttonians attribute their fuce: 
cefs to the repellent plan; Dr Gatti fucceeded 
equally well without any preparation, and Mr. 
Clarke, an ingenious Surgeon at Caftle-carey. in 
Somerfetfhire, fweated his patients every night, 
between the incifion and eruption, and with the 
greateft fuccefs: The Ruflians alfo have render- 
ed the natural fmall pox more mild, by fending 
the patients to the bagnios, where they fweat 
profufely ; and Sydenham has obferved, that in 
the diftin@ {mall pox, the patients had a great 


propenfity to fweat from the commencement of 


eruption to the end of matpration. - May not 

this difpofition of the fkin have contributed to: 
render the eruption lefs copious, by carrying off 
a part of the affimulated matter?’ Firmly be- 
lieving, that, by this practice, I fhould at leaft en- 
danger the future health of my patients lefs than 

by the Suttonian pradtice, I promoted a gentle — 

{weat every night before the eruption. To the — 
emetic tartar or ipecacuanha, | joined a fmall 
proportion of opium. By this addition, I ren- 
dered the fudorific effeét more certain ; and, at 
the fame time, I believed I fhould quiet that 


‘perturbation of the fyftem, which in younger 


fubjeéts 
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fubje&s produces convulfions, and in all tends 
to render the eruption too tardy from fpafm, or 
too precipitate from excefs of determination ; 
and, under both thofe extremes, incomplete and 
dangerous, if the quantity of variolofe matter 
happens to be great. 

3. Febrifuges. | Whether the ative antimonials 
and ipecacuanha have any power of leffening or 
preventing the eruptive and fecondary fevers, 
by anticipation, I fhall not determine ; but in 
other fevers they are jultly deemed febrifuges. ~ 

Though the doétrine of fpecific powers has 
(perhaps too haftily.) been exploded by many of. 
the-moderns; yet I am of opinion, that there 
is in mercury fome quality by which it corrects 
the variolofe virus. It certainly conttituted a 
part of Sutton’s noftrum, and Baron Dimfdale 
has recommended it. | 

In the remittent and topical inflammatory fevers 
of this climate, mercury adds much to the efficacy 
of the active antimonials,and of ipecacuanha; and © 
in one or two cafes of natural fmall pox, where 
‘it affe€ted the mouth a little, the fecondary fe- 
ver feemed to be more moderate than might 
otherwife be expected from the degree of erup- 
tion: I ufed the mercury and antimonial, or ipe- 

cacuanha, 
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cacuanha, in larger dofes than it is prefcribed by 
Baron Dimfdale, and it generally operated both 
upward and downward ; {fo that it was rarely ne- 
ceflary to fubjoin purgatives. 

4. Sedatives. | Such of this clafs as are : fuppo- 
fed to weaken the force of the heart, and leffen 
the impetus of the circulation, are enumerated 
under the preceding heads, though the follow- 
ing, under certain circumftances, may be faid 
to have a fimilar effe& ; yet their more imme- 
diate operation is on the nervous fyftem. 

Warm Bath.| To fuch as are properly con- 
verfant with medical philofophy, there can be 
no difficulty in accounting why cold and warmth, 
qualities apparently oppofite, are neverthelefs 


both fedatives. 


_ White children generally ufed the warm pe- 
diluvium for fome nights before the period of 
eruption ; but the number of the negro patients 
was fo great as to render it impracticable, at 
leaft very inconvenient: One only of each had 
convulfions. In the natural {mall pox, I direé- 
ed it as foon as the nature of the difeafe was 


known ; ; and I am perfuaded, that, many years 


ago, an entire warm bath was very beneficial to 


‘efome of my young patients, efpecially when the 


eruption 
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eruption v was tardy, and the se = not fill 
kindly. 

How does this fa& correfpond with Gover- 
nor Holwell’s obfervation? ‘* I have (fays he) 
“ been an eye-witnefs to the marvellous effect 
‘“¢ of the external application of three or four 
‘¢ collons of cold water (each containing about — 
* two gallons) where the puftules “have funk, 
“¢ and the patient appeared to be in imminent 
_ danger, which never failed of filling the pock, 
“ as it were, by enchantment.” 

Before I proceed, 1 would remark, that im- 
perfeé& narratives of medical cafes have contri- 
buted very much to retard the improvement of 
the fcience. A judicious Phyfician would, after 
‘reciting the foregoing fact, have taken notice 
of the habit of body, the ftate of the pulfe, the 
degree of heat, and other fymptoms; he would - 
alfo have related, whether any internal medi- 
cines were given, and, if any, whether of the 
cooling or cordial kind. 

It is by an accurate obfervation of all the nice 
difcriminating circumftances, ftrict analogical 
reafoning upon thefe, and a judicious accom- 
- modation. of means to the end, that a Phyfician 
is —— from’ an unqualified obferver, 
= Q2 whether 
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whether he be a philofopher or a quack; and it 
is with concern I remark, that the obfervations 
and reafonings even of the moft refpectable phi- 
lofophers Boyle and Berkley, when they enter 
on medical difquifition, favour more of empiri- 
cifm than of found medical philofophy. 

It may reafonably be doubted, whether either 
the Governor or Bramin inoculators, were com- 
petent judges of the ftate of the eruption; pre- 
fuming them to be equally fkilful as an old Eng- 
lifh nurfe. Our nurfes certainly commit egre- 
gious miftakes in this refpect; and, under the 
idea of the flattening-of .the puftules, have for- 
merly done infinite mifchief to the poor patients. 

But, admitting the faé in its utmoft extent, 


ftanding fingly as it does, can any medical man 


believe, that the affufion of fome gallons of cold 
water, could alone, and in every.cafe, promote 


eruptions, and fill the pock when flattened and 
funk? By no means; for, befide irrefragable 


proofs of the contrary, the Bramins themfelves 
feem to have been aware, that the application of 
cold water tended to impede eruption; and 


therefore, as I remarked before, they defifted © 


from the ufe of it, in ordinary cafes, during the 
_ febrile and eruptive ftages. 


Some 
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_ Some ufeful information, however, may be 

derived from enquiring into the circumftances 
under which the application of cold in'this mode 
may beufeful, unavailing, or injurious. * 

From Sir John Chardin’s account of the treat- 
ment of the Gombroon fever, which feems to 
have been a malignant remittent, it appears, 
that, whilft cold rofe-water was poured on the 
patient, the moft heating cordials were given ; 
and it is not improbable but the practice was 
‘fimilar under a fuppofed depreffion of the vario- 
lofe puftules ; as the vicinity of India to Perfia 
‘may have favoured a fimilarity of medical ideas 
and practice. Be this as it may, it will readily 
be admitted, that the application of cold, as an- 
tiphlogiftic and antifeptic, may be beneficial, 
efpecially in the young and: plethoric, when a 
temporary depteffion of the pulfe, ftrength and 
{pirits, is produced by exceflive febrile heat, ge- 
_nerated by the ungrateful ftimulus of exanthe- 
matous virus on the internal organs. 

But when the eruption, or filling of the pock, 
are impeded by a permanent conftitutional debi- 
lity ; in fuch cafes, the heat and pulfe being be- 
low par, the application of cold alone would at 
_ leaft be unavailing, without the afliftance of in- 
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ternal ftimulants; but we may venture to fay, 
it would in general be injurious, and that a hot 
bath would, in fuch a cafe, as certainly be ufe- 

Opium. 1 have already made fome remarks 
on the ufe of the anodyne diaphoretic under 
inoculation. In the natural {mall pox, opiates 
and purges, given alternately, rendered the ufe 
of each more fafe; for, as the former were apt 
to increafe fever, by locking up the groffer fe- 
cretions, fo, when purges lowered the patient, 

opium was an excellent cordial. 

Stimulants :—Cordials.| Under this head I 
bring all fuch remedies as increafe the power of 
the heart, as wine, bark, bitters, dc. They are 
not only admiffible as preparatives for inocula- 
tion, when the patient is weak and low, but are 
equally ufeful in conftitutional debility under 
the natural {mall pox, though, in the latter cafe, 
they ought to be ufed with great caution. Sy- 

denham recommends a few fpoonfuls of fack 
in the decline of the difeafe; and I have found 
punch or wine-whey very ufeful, not only at 
this period, but even in the more early flages, 
after purges. 
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Blifters and Sinapifms.| There were formerly 
ufed very frequently, either before the com- 
mencement of the fecondary fever, to obviate 
bad fymptoms, or after the fever was formed, 
with a view to compenfate for the defect of fa- 
livation, or when the fwellings of the hands and 
feet were not fufficient; and fome years ago, 
Dr Clofs, an ingenious German Phyfician, re- — 
commended the application of blifters on the 
approach of. the eruptive fever; and that they 
fhould be kept open through the feveral ftages 
of the difeafe. But, under the prefent mode 
of treating the {mall pox, blifters are not fo ne- 
ceflary, more certain and beneficial evacuations 
being fubftituted. 

I fhall conclude with the following inferences, 
which are, I think, fairly deducible from the 
premifes. 

ift, The {mall pox being a difeafe, the natural 
crifis of which is by a cutaneous eruption, it is 
‘not warrantable to prevent a depofition of the 
whole matter on the furface, unlefs the quantity 
thereof fhall be fo great as to — the life 
of the patient. © 

2dly, Many dangerous and fatal difeafes have a- 
rifen from the imperfect depofition of this mat- 
ter, or from its retroceffion. 


Q4 3dly, 
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3dly, Inoculation having ‘been inftituted to 


Jeffen, or totally prevent the hazard of defor- : 


mity and danger, whatever regimen is found 


from experience to anfwer thofe valuable pur- 


pofes, ought to be fteadily purfued ; but all be- 


this becomes unneceflary, perhaps injuri-_ 


ous. 

4thly, Repeated experience fhews, that very 
little, if any, preparation is neceflary, to render 
the inoculated fmall pox fafe and moderate ; 
therefore, the rigid regimen of the Suttonians 
is unneceflary, and often deprefles the powers 
ef the conftitution too much below the healthy 
ftandard. 

sthly, No general mode of preparation can 
be equally fafe and beneficial; the habit of bo- 
dy, the former modes of life, and the prefent 
ftate of health, are therefore to regulate the 
manner and degree of preparation. __ 

6thly, In the treatment of difeafes, every o- 
ther confideration muft yield to that of the im- 
mediate fafety of the patient ; therefore the re- 
ducing and repellent plan, though generally un- 
neceflary under inoculation, though not without 
its hazards and inconveniencies, even in the 


‘patural {mall pox, ought, neverthelefs, to be 


very 
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very frequently adopted, as. tending, beyond 
every other method hitherto known, to lefien 
the immediate danger arifing from a copious — 


eruption. 


Faéts and Obfervations on different Medical Sub- 
jects, by Mr R. M‘Caufland, Surgeon to the 
Ring’ Regiment of Foot 


the. year after I at Niagara, 
the number of intermittents amongft the 
troops, feamen, and perfons dependent on the 
poft, was fo large, that I foon found that the 
quantity of Peruvian bark with which I was pro- 
vided, would be totally inadequate to the de- 


mands. As it was impoflible then to procure 


any more, it became abfolutely neceflary to fall — 
on fome other method of treatment. One of 
the firft remedies which I turned my thoughts 
towards, was emetic tartar; and the advantages _ 
which I experienced from it, foon encouraged 
me to make its ufe more general. Since that 
time, I have given it with fuccefs, in a great 
number of intermittents : I am confident I {peak 
confiderably within bounds, when | fay, that 
from the year 1775, to 1781, this remedy alone 

has 
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has removed three hundred agues. In a great 
many Of thefe cafes, it was not in my power to 
keep any regifter: I cannot, therefore, give an 
exadi account of the refult of the whole num- 
ber of cafes in which the tartar emetic alone 
has been exhibited; but in thofe where I have 
been able to keep an account of the treatment 
and fuccefs, I have very conftantly found, 


that, upon an average, it fucceeded in two 


cafes in three. ‘ In 1780, during the three 
months of Auguft, September, and O&ober, I 
had upwards of two hundred intermittents un- 
der my care: I here give the refult of feveral | 
of thefe cafes, with this neceflary remark, that 
upon the prefent fubjeét, as well as many others, 
I have been prevented from pufhing my en- 
quiries as far as they might have been, by the 
want of medicines ; an inconvenience which the 
remotenefs of this fituation, and the uncertain- 
ty of navigation during a time of war, have al. 
ways fubjected me to. With regard to the me- 
thod of exhibiting the tartar emetic, I found (as 
will appear by the tables) that the form of pills 


-fucceeded better than folution; and for this 


purpofe, nothing further than a few drops of 


fyrop, or a fall quantity of elect. lenitiv. was 


employed, 
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employed. I regulated the dofe in fuch a man- 
ner, that at firft fome evacuation, by vomiting 
or purging, might be brought on; afterwards, 
it was fufficient to excite naufea, which fome- 
times ended ina fingle difcharge of the con- 

tents of the ftomach, or an extraordinary ftool 

ortwo. I never gave it before breakfaft, as it 
would then have. been more liable to excite vo- 
miting; nor did I ever give it till many hours 
after dinner, left the body fhould have been de- 
prived of its neceflary nourifhment. 1 general- 
ly, therefore, gave the firft dofe two hours be- 
fore dinner, and the fecond dofe on going to 
bed, except when circumftances refpecting the 
recurrence of the paroxyfm rendered fome de- 
viation neceflary. From the fmall quantity. of 
tartar emetic I had, 1 was feldom able to give 
above two dofes in twenty-four hours; but I 
am apt to believe, that a third might be added 
with advantage: The time I have generally 
pitched upon for it, was about two or three in - 
the morning, or as near that time as the patient 
might happen to awake. 


Neo. 
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* -No. I. Cured. Not Cured. 
e 
4 10} 2] 2 2 
Py 3]; 1 2} 2 5 
I; If 20 I 2 2 
= 26! 9 | 16 | 617413 
— 
AS Total cured, — 51 Total not cured, 26 
= |Relapfed, 
Total of the exact 
number, of -days 
286 
Average of the num- 
+ ber of days cure, $3 
Cured. Not Cured. 
} 6 2123/6 
s | 8 6 5 5 | 6 
2} 10 10 6 
=} 15 77 
20; xr] 3 
10/18] | 22 
= } Total cured, 33 Total not cured, 23 
& 
'Relapfed, 4 
= Total of the exact 
G34 number of days 
cure, 174 
Average of the num- 
ber of dayscure, 5; 
The 
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_Explanation of Table No. 1. 

The quantity of tartar emetic ufed for a dofe 
is placed at the head of each column, and re- 
fers perpendicularly. The mark of various 
quantities fignifies, that in thofe cafes fometimes 
one grain, fometimes half a grain, or lefs, was 
taken. The figure marking the number of 
_ days that the tartar emetic was ufed, refers ho- 
rizontally. The firft horizontal column con- 
tains thofe who took the remedy five days, or 
under ; of thefe were cured fixteen at one grain, 
three at various quantities, thirteen at half a 
grain. Not cured, one at one grain, one at 
various quantities, and four at half a grain. 
To avoid prolixity, the cures were thus noted 
only every five days; fo that all perfons cured 
between the fifth and tenth day, appear ip the 
column of the tenth day; but in order to ftrike — 
an average for the length of the cure, it was 
neceflary to come to greater precifion, by fum- 
ming up the exact numberof days of all the cafes. 
The total was found to be 286; and this divided 
by 51, the number of cafes gives 5 and 6-1oths, 
or 5; nearly for the average. When the folu- 
- tion was ufed, the average appears to have been 
nearly the fame, wiz. 5. 2. The relapfed are 
thofe who had a relapfe in the fame year. 

The 
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The obfervations that occur from the above 
table are, 1/7, That one grain for a dofe fuc- 
ceeded oftener than fmaller quantities; and, in 
- general, the larger the dofe that the ftomach 
would bear, the more certain was the cure. 
2dly, That the greateft number were cured on 
or before the fifth day. 3dly, That pills were 
more fuccefsful than folution, which feems'to be 
explained by obfervation firft ; and they feemed 
alfo more gentle in their operation. 4thly, That 
under the head of not cured, are comprehended 
a great many cafes, in which the tartar emetic 
might more properly be faid to be inadmiffible 
than efficacious, as it was continued but for a few 
days: Thefe were cafes in which it generally 
excited vomiting. I have, however, compre- 
hended both under the fame head, becaufe a 
remedy that cannot be ufed, is not better than 
a remedy that wants effect. To thefe may be 
added, a few obfervations which could not ap- 

| pear in the table. 1/7, That the tartar emetic, 
on firft taking, fometimes feemed to change a 
tertian into a quotidian, or fometimes rendered 
the firft fits more fevere; but both thefe effeéts 
were uncommon. 2d/y, That the patient fome- 
‘times relapfed during the continuance of the 
fame 
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fame dofe that had removed the fit ; but this 
would probably not have happened, if they 
had the advantages of a reftorative diet and eX: 
ercife. 3dly, The tartar emetic, in a few cafes, - 
effeé&ted a cure without ever having occafioned 
vomiting ; and thefe perfons, in general, took 
pretty large dofes, viz. a grain and a half, or 
two grains. 

I am now to obferve,, that mae one hundred 
‘and thirty-three cafes above fpecified, occurred 
‘in the courfe of a fummer which was uncom- 
monly hot, the thermometer being frequently _ 
above ninety, fometimes at ninety-two, and. 
once at ninety-four. I have at other ,times 
found the tartar emetic more fuccefsful than it 
was during this period, and know no other 
caufe to attribute it to than the coolnefs of the 
weather. ‘The year 1781 was remarkably cool, 
and in ninety-five perfons who took the tartar 
emetic, only twelve were not cured. The 
number of relapfes does not appéar to be pro- 
portionally diminifhed; but this may perhaps 
arife merely from the circumftance of many of 
thefe cafes having happened early in the fum- 
mer, and confequently the patients being ex- 
pofed for a greater length of time (viz. during 
all 
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all the remainder of the fummer and autumn) 
to relapfes. 


Second Part of Table No. I. 


Number 
of days | Not cus 
Cured. | nfed. red. 

5 

24 10 5 

7 T5 4 

4 20 2 

Total cured, 83 
Relapfed, 
Average of the number of days cure, 6: 


In this fecond part of the firft table, I have 
not thought it neceflary to trouble the reader 
with all the detail that is found in the firft part. 
The quantity of tartar emetic ufed is not {peci- 
fied; but it is to be underftood, that the dofe 
_ was regulated in the manner formerly mention- 
ed. In all thefe cafés, the tartar emetic was gi- 


ven in the form of pills. 


No. II. 


Cured. | Relupfed. Not Cured, 
20° 


A draught of liquid laudanum fifteen drops, 


crude fal ammoniac two fcruples, was given at 
the 
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the commencement of each hot fit. In moft of 
the cafes, the patient was under a courfe of tar- 
tar emetic. 
No. IL. is intended to thew, in fome meafure, 
the effeéts of anodyne draughts given at the 
commencement of the hot fit. Affer a confi- 
derable number of trials, it appeared pretty evi« 
dent to me, that anodynes given in thefe cir- 
cumftances were rendered much more effica- 
cious by the addition of a neutral falt, as crude 
falammoniac. This draught fearcely ever failed 
-to remove all the painful fymptoms of the hot 
fit, to procure fleep, to bring on a copious fweat, 
and to fhorten'the paroxy{m. Such effects were 
certainly very defirable, and, in fome cafes, 
_ worth procuring at all events; and yet I am in; 
clined to think, that thefe. palliative draughts 
tended to protract the difeafe, and to hinder a 
perfect cure. I cannot pofitively affirm this, 
becaufe I am well aware that a confiderable 
number of the cafes in No. II. were rather more 
fevere than the generality ; and if obftinacy in 
intermittents fhould invariably be found to b¢ 
connected with the feverity of the paroxyfms, it 
will be neceflary to ftrike off at leaft one-third 
of the cafes from this table, as being rather a- — 
bove 
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"Dove the medium in refpect to the degree of vio- 
lénce. Upon the whole, the effeéts of thefe 
draughts feem. fo defirable, that experiments 
Should be’ made in greater number, and with 
more aceuracy than the prefent, before they 
ought to be rejected. 


No. III. 
Cured, | Relapfed. 
By tartar emetic, either in pills or 7 
folution, according to No.l, 84 | 19 
By Peruvian bark, -  - 60 | 34 


By No. III. it appears, that there were much 
fewer relapfes after the tartar emetic than after 
the Peruvian bark; and it only remains to en- 

_ quire, how far the circumftances were fimilar in 
which thefe trials were made. And, fir, in fa- 
vour of the bark, it muft be obferved,; that in 
about half of the’ cafes in which the Peruvian 
bark was given, the tartar emetic had already 
been exhibited without fuccefs. Suppofe, that 
of thefe thirty cafes, it had been inadmiffible in 
fifteen; and that, in the remaining fifteen, it 
had been fairly tried without fuccefs: It will 
then be reafonable to fuppofe, that thefe laft fif- 

* teen cafes were in their nature more obftinate | | 
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than the medium. On the other fide of the — 
queftion, it may be urged, fr, That as inter- 
mittents here ceafle (with a very few exceptions) 
on the fetting in of the cold weather, and as the 
trials of the tartar emetic were made in, the fum- 
mer, whilft thofe of the cortex were made at 
the clofe of the feafon of intermittents, it muft 
be allowed, that there were more time and Op- 
portunities for relapfes in thofe who took.the 
tartar emetic, than in thofe who took the bark ; 
more efpecially when we confider, that a fol- 
dier, as foon as he was difcharged from the fick. 
lift, became liable to all the inclemencies of the 
weather, often being wet up to his middle all 
day, and lying in the woods: all night, expofed 
to the fogs, rain, and moilture of the earth. 
adly, It muft be obferved, that a confiderable 
_ number of thofe who took the bark left Niagara 
immediately after, fo that there was no oppor- 
tunity of. noting relapfes, if there ,were any. 
Upon the whole, I am of opinion, that the ar- 
guments on both fides feem fo nearly balanced, 
_ that we may venture to take the table as it 

ftands. | | 
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No. IV. | 
Cured. Relapfed. Not Cured, 
12 9 1 


' A pill compofed of tartar emetic two grains, 
opium half a grain, taken two, three, and fome- | 
_ times four times in twenty-four hours. 
- N.B. The average of the time required for a 
cure was feven days. . 


No. IV. thews the refult of fome experiments 
formerly made with a combination of tartar e- 
metic and opium in intermittents. © 

The faccefs here appears to have been great, 
and yet, upon the whole, I do not think it isa 
method that can be recommended. The ob- 
je€tions were, firft, The difagreeable circum- 
ftance of an almoft conftant ficknefs. The fe- 
cond is a confequence of the firft, viz. The pa- 
tient not being able to take nourifhment; he 
therefore remained weak; and to this, in a 
great meafure, muft be attributed the great 
number of relapfes ; at the fame time, it ought 
to be obferved, that thefe trials having been 
made early in the fummer, there were more 
opportunities for relapfes that feafon. I made a 

*’ few trials with the cuprum ammoniacum and the 
flores 
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flores zinci.. The former fucceeded in fome 
cafes, but excited confiderable ficknels, and 
fometimes vomiting. The zinc feemed to have 
not the leaft effe& on the intermittent. I have 
cured feveral intermittents, by putting the pa- 
tient’s feet in warm water, and giving a draught 
of liquid laudanum from. twenty-five to thirty 
drops, with one dram of crude fal ammoniac, 
about an hour and a half before the fit was ex- 
pected. I mutt, however, acknowledge, that it 
has likewife very often failed: Perhaps its fai- 
lure is as often owing to the difficulty of fixing 
upen the exact time of exhibition, as to want of 
efficacy in the remedy. I think I have heard it 
obferved by Dr Cullen, that if the ftimulant ef- 
fe&ts of an opiate were over before the time of 
the recurrence of the paroxyfm, it would not 
fucceed in preventing it. Suppofing this to be 
the cafe, the difficulties are evident: 1/, The 
period of the ftimulant effe&ts of opiates is to be 
fixed. 2dly, It is neceflary to afcertain whether 
the conftri€tion upon the furface is not irreme- 
diable (at leaft by any means we would chufe to 
make ufe of ) many minutes before there are 
any manifeft figns of it. Thefe are difficulties 
even fuppofing the returns of the paroxyfm to 
be 
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be regular to a minute ; how feldom this is the 
_ cafe, I leave to every practitioner to judge. It 
has been obferved in general (but with. many 
-exceptions), that if the above remedy fucceed- 
ed in raifing a fweat, it prevented the return of 
the paroxyfm: Whether this was not rather a 
concomitant effect than a caufe, may, I think, 
be very juftly doubted ; certain it is, that I have 
frequently known a profufe fweat fuddenly dif- 
appear, and a regular paroxyfm inftantly fuc- 
ceed. 

I hall now clofe this fubje& with a few gene- 
ral remarks; and the firft that occurs is, that 
in all the above cafes the diet was the moft un- 
favourable that can be fuppofed, the only alter- 
natives being falt pork, or bread and tea. It is 
but reafonable to fuppofe, that if a nourifhing 
diet, of eafy digeftion, could have been procu- 
red, the proportion, both of failures and relapfes, 
would have been confiderably diminifhed. 2d/y, 
Before an intermittent .is completely formed, 
there is for many days a ftate of laffitude, dimi- 
nifhed appetite, and tendency to thirft, with 
aching in the limbs. .The tartar emetic given - 
in thefe circumftances has never failed ‘to re- 
move the fymptoms, and prevent the formation 
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of a regular ague; but it muft be acknowled- 
ged, that obfervations of this kind were not 
very extenfive, as foldiers feldom complain till 
they have already had a paroxy{m ortwo. 3dly, 
From what has been faid, it appears, that tartar 
emetic is an ufeful remedy in intermittents. In 
the cafes in which it fucceeds, it is probable that 
it will be found to have two advantages over 
the bark; fr/?, That the patient will be lefs liable 

to relapfes. 2d/y, That it leaves him with a bet- 
ter appetite, and, upon the whole, ina better 
ftate than the bark. But if, on the contrary, 
after five or fix days trial, it fhould not be found 
to have leflened or retarded the paroxy{ms, it 
will at leaft be attended with this advantage, 
that no time will have been loft, and the patient 
will have been as well, or perhaps better prepa- 
red for the exhibition‘of the bark, than he 
would have. been by any other courfe in the 
fame time. ‘There are, however, cafes in which 
little can be expected from it, and others where 
it might be highly injurious; amongft the for- 
mer, I imagine may be reckoned intermittents 
of long ftanding, where the ftrength is much 
impaired. Amongft the latter, great irritability 
of the ftomach inteftines, or perhaps even of the 
R4 fyftem 
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fyftem in general. There is one circumftance 
worth remarking, viz. that though in North 
Atmerica intermittent’ are very common in the 
vicinity of all the large lakes that ate to the 
fouthward of 45 degrees of latitude, yet 1 have 
hever feen-a quartan, or met with any practiti- 
oner that had feen one. Whether the tartar 
emetic’ would be equally efficaciots in fenny fi- 
' tuations, and countries where quartans are met 
with, I cannot pretend to fay. There is ano-. 
ther. phenomenon, which, from the defcriptions 
of intermittents 1 have generally met with, I 
fhould be led to imagine was rather peculiar to 
this part of the world, I mean the frequent 
want of a lateritious fediment in the urine. In 
this particular, I have taken all the precautions I 
was acquainted with, viz. taking my obfervations 
only from urine paffed at the termination of a 
paroxyfm, and in cafes where the intermiffions 
were perfect; and yet the proportion of thofe 
where there was no fediment was as four to 
one. 
I have faid above (p. 260.) that if the patients 
- could have had the advantages of a nourifhing 
diet, it was reafonable to fuppofe, that the num- 
* ber of failures and relapfes would have been di- 
minifhed. 
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minifhed. Succeeding obfervations have not 
abfolutely contradiéted this fuppofition; but I 
muft acknowledge, that they have by no means 
tended to confirm it; and, in the few cafes I 
have had an opportunity of feeing, I have cer- 
tainly not found all the benefit I expeéted from 
the article of diet. As far as I have been able 
to obferve, the foldiets were cured as foon as 
the officers and othet perfons who had every 
advantage that could arife from a nourifhing 
dict and the ufe of wine. I am apt to believe, 
therefore, that the benefit of a cordial and nou- 
tithing diet muft be limited to cafes of fome 
ftanding, and that, in the firft days of an inter- 
mittent, a diluting diet may be more proper, 
even though there are no figns of an inflamma- 
tory tendency, and although the primes viz are. 
already cleared. The want of appetite, and a- 
verfion to wine, which take place at this time, 
feem to point this out. If this be really the cafe, 
it is an eafy matter to perceive the reafon why 
the tartar emetic, which in general performs a 
cure in the firft fix or eight days, fucceeded as 

well with the foldiers as with the officers. 
‘From the obfervations which I have been able 
to make, riding on horfeback appears to be 
much 
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much more entitled to the name of a {pecific in 
intermittents than in confumptions. Unfortu- 
nately the inactivity of mind and body which 
this difeafe induces, feldom allow the patient to 
pufh it as far as is neceflary. Riding fhould 
certainly never be carried fo far as to fatigue; but 
_ every day will remove this limit to a greater di- 
ftance. In countries where intermittents are 
endemic, daily riding on horfeback may not on- 
ly be ferviceable as a preventative, but it is alfo 
attended with this further advantage, that in 
cafe of ficknefs it can be pufhed much farther 
without fatigue than if the patient had never 
been accuftomed to it, — 


I come next to mention a few trials which I 
made of a remedy faid to be of much repute a- 
mong the Indians and Woodfmen of North A- 
merica, for the cure of the dyfentery. 1 had | 
often been told, that wood-afhes, mixed in rum, 
was a very effeClual cure for this difeafe ; at laft, 
an officer who had been out with Indians on a 
— fcout, affured me, that he himfelf had been cu-. 
red by it. | Suppofing that the virtue of this re- 
‘medy muit depend on the fixed alkaline falt, I 
*made.a lixivium of afhes in water ; and after the 
previous 
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previous evacuations by a vomit and purge, I 
gave it to eight perfons: Of thefe, feven were 
cured by it; and. this in the courfe of eight or 


ten days upon an average. It is remarkable ¢- 


nough, that this remedy, although fo acrid as to 
excoriate the fauces, if not largely diluted, al- 
ways eafed the belly, and removed.-the gripes 
very foon after it was fwallowed, and gradually 


diminifhed the number of ftools. There was 
reafon to imagine that it fometimes had a flight 


purgative effect. After fome trials, I at laft 
fixed upon what appeared to be the moft ad- 


' vantageous dofe, and by evaporating it, found 


that it contained about forty-fix grains of refi- 


duum, which was nearly all fixed alkali. I ge- 


nerally gave this dofe every night, and fome- 
times repeated it in the morning. I muft now 
obferve, that the above eight cafes were not of 
the moft violent kind, as the number of ftools 
in twenty-four hours did not in general exceed 
ten or twelve ; but encouraged by this fuccefs, I 
afterwards made trial of it in more violent ones, 
and particularly in two or three, in which the 
number of ftools in twenty-four hours exceeded 
one hundred. I cannot fay, that in thefe cafes I 
perceived any benefit from it ; at the fame time, 
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it is but juitice to acknowledge, that I did not 
repeat the remedy as often, or perfift in its ufe 
as long as the violence of the difeafe might re-. 
quire. Notwithftanding wuat I had experien- 
ced, I could never free my mind fo far from 
prejudice, as not to dread the effects of fo acri- 
monious a- medicine, in a difeafe where the parts 
mult always be in fome degree in a ftate of in- 
flammation whenever it is violent. Neverthe- 


— Jefs, if I fhould ever be in fuch a fituation as to 


be deftitute of other remedies for the dyfente- 
ry, authorifed by the teftimony of fo many per- 
fons, and by my own experience, I fhould make 
no f{cruple to puth my experiments with this re- 
medy much farther. 1 muft not omit obfer- 
ving, that in the laft mentioned cafes, in which 


it did not fucceed, and particularly in the two 


or three violent ones there fpecified, on its firft 
exhibition it inconteftibly, gave cafe, and the 
{tools came away with much lefs pain ; fucceed- 
‘ing dofes had certainly not an equal effect, and 
I even began to fufpeét that they increafed the 


difeafe ; whether or not I did not take the alarm 


too foon, I will not pretend to determine. The 


| patients afterwards recovered by the common 


‘methods, and there is therefore reafon to fup- 
pofe 
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pofe, that at leaft the lixivium did no effential 
injury. I have ftated thefe faéts as they hap- 
pened; and if they fhould tend to throw any 
light, either on the theory or method of treat- 
ment of the dyfentery, my purpofe will be an- 
fwered. 


Regifter of forty-fi Cafes of Lwes Venerea. 


_ Explanation of the following Tables.| The 
firft two columns mark the ftate of the difeafe 
at the time the cure was undertaken; the firft, 
_fhewing the number of days that the patient 
had had the complaint; the fecond column 
_ marking the degree; and, for this purpofe, I 
have diftinguithed three ftages. 1/f, Excoria- 
tions or ulcerations confined to the prepuce or 
glans. 2dly, Eruption, tumour, or ulceration, 
in any other part of the body, without noétur- 
nal pains, or affections of the bones. 3dly, 
Noéturnal pains or affections of the bones, 
The figures in this column, therefore, fignify, 
firft, fecond, third ftage; and, for further pre- 
cifion, the degree of violence of each ftage is 
fubjoined by the initial letter of Slight, Mid- 
dling, or Violent. I do not pretend to enter 

into 
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into the merits of thefe diftinétions; all that I 
can fay is, that fomething of the kind was abfo- 
lutely neceffary for reducing cafes to a table, 
and that this form was the firft that fuggefted 
itfelf to me., The third column gives the fea- 
fon of the year, and the patients names, which 
are numbered merely for the convenience of re- 
ferences. The fourth and fifth fhew the refult. 
The fixth and feventh fhew the removal of the 
fymptoms ; the fixth pointing out in how many 
days this was effected, and the feventh by what 
quantity of the remedy. It often happened, 
that warts, or a thickening and hardnefs of the 
prepuce, remaining after the inflammation was 
gone, rendered the exact time of the fymptoms 
difappearing rather doubtful; all thefe cafes, 
therefore, are marked with the letter D. With 
regard to the eighth and ninth, intended to 
fhew the evacuations caufed by the mercury, I 
am fenfible that this head is in a very imperfeé, 
and a very incorreét ftate. In general, the fi- 
gures fhew in how many days the {pitting be- 
gan, and by what quantity of mercury; and 
where the letters U or S occur, they fignify, 
that the Urine or Sweat was increafed. The 
“tenth and eleventh refpeét the whole courfe; the 
_tenth 
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tenth fhewing the number of days that it conti- 
nued, and the eleventh the quantity of the re- 


' medy employed. It will perhaps be objeéted 


by fome, that even in the averages of thefe ta- 


~ bles there appear great inconfiftencies, the con- 


firmed lues venerea in its laft ftage having fome- 


times required but a fmall quantity of mercury, 


whilft the firft ftage has required a.very large 
one. But this obfervation will only tend to con- 


firm what I with to reprefent, viz. the infufi- 
ciency of confined obfervations, and.the necef- 
fity of extenfive ones. 


In almoft all the cafes of lues venerea, the 
infection was communicated by Indian fquaws, 
and I have been fometimes inclined to think, 


that it was more virulent than in white wo- 


men. 
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Metuop I. Corrofive Sublimate Mercury one- 
fourth grain in half an ounce of fpirits, twice, and 
in fome cafes thrice a-day, 


Symptoms [Evacuation. 
State. Names. Refult. {difappeare courte. 
| 
Ot. M [Feb. 1. Wills. 13 | 62 63.) 22 
1.S [July 2. M‘Cann. | 4 2 * 114] 7 
3. Gellaughar.} 10 19 10 
23|2.M 4. Patmore. 10 5 24} 12 
t. S. [Sept. 5. Overhead. | 12 6 18] 9 
1 S [Nov. 6. Embery. 12 6 : 36 | 18 
7. Affel. 40 | 20 5° | 25 
21\2. . 8 Tarling. | 57 | 28 
2.M[Nov. 9. W. Wright | ar 10 15 
M. 19. Pearce. — 1 | 59 | 29 63 | 31 
\July 11. M‘Lanigan. | 9] 42 24] 12 
21|2,M.!\Jan. 12. Flaharty. 46 | 26 | | 53} 31 


Cured, 8 
Not cured, 2 Total. 
Relapfed, 2 Bot 4 


Cured, 5 
Stage, Not cured, I . 
Cured 3 
ad Stage, Not cured, 3 
Averages of a Courfe. 
Days. Grains. 
9 ad Stage, 40 23 
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.. Number of days 
ftanding. 
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Il. Acrid Corrofive Sublimate Mercury 
one-fourth grain, twice or thrice a-day. 


State. | 


Degree. 


| 


Names. 


March 1. St Robifo 
Feb. 2. C. Hains 
3. Liddle 
4. Prefcot 

5. Stopple 

6. St Pierre 
Afhron 

8. Roebuck 
9. Williams 


‘10. Ruffen 


Symptoms yacuation. 
Refult. {ifappeared | Courfe. 
Spitting be- 
| | gan. 
1 U. 34 |. 20 
42 23 fo) 8 | 56 | 33 
24 7] 43] 39] 54 
24 7 20 | «5 
35 2 
st | 25 | 29 | 21 | 28 
1 | D. 8i 4150] 8 
42 } 30 | 56 | 41 
1 | 20 12 36 | 24 
48 35 52 | 38 | 42 
Remarks, 


The fublimate was here made acrid, by the addition, of fal 


ammoniac. 


The folution was in water. 
Not cured, 1 2 Total. 
Relapfe 3 Not cured, 4 
Cured 
Stages) Not cured, 
Cured 2 
ad Stages 4 Not cured, 2 ‘ 4 
Cured I 
3d Stage, Not cured, I 
Averages of a Geurfe. 
Days. Grains. 
mht Stage, 46 36 
2d Stage, : 5t 24 
3d Stage, - 28 
METHOD 
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Meruop Ill. Acrid Corrofive' Sublimate Mercury 
one-fourth grain, twice or thrice a-day. \ Decoétion 
of the woods four ounces, twice a-day: The warm 
bath, five, fix, or more times during the courfe. 


a |Symptoms |= vacuation 
State.. Names. | Refult. we ; Courfe. 
gan. 
8 5/81.) 2a 
10 |March 1, Baker 22 | 15 | 29 | 15 | 36] 29 
10 |2.$ 2. S. Wells | 19 |} 12] § 31 20 
3. Hully 25 1! 4 2137117 
ft. VIApril 4. Johnfon 26) 15 | 9 | 36] 29 
10 Flaherty 59 | 43 727 53 
35 |1. S.jJune 6. °C. Robifon} =| 9/ 5] 8] 5] 23] 
21 |1.MJApril 7..Atkins | | ° | D. 20] 8:1] 72} 19 
611. Ss. 8. Wills 1 26] 13 55] 
62 9. Buf D. 52>] 27 
10 j2.M.JJune 10, Pearfon 37 | 27 48] 326. 
3 s.ifune 11. Keyfal | 32] 17 | 19 | 14 32 | 17 
Remarks. 


N. B. In the eleventh cafe, as the medicine was obliged to 
be omitted (on account of another complaint) the fame day 
the fymptoms dilappeared, it is called irregudar, and not in- 
cluded in the general fumming up of the cafes. 


Cured, 
Not cured, 1 2 ,: Total. 
Relapfed, I Nor 
Stages} 
Averages of a Courfe. 
Days. Grains. 
th Stage, - 44 17 
ad Stage, - 


One irregular Cafe not cured. 


PART 
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PART I. Metuop IV. Fridtion with ‘Mercurial Ointment. 


State. | Names, efult] Symptoms] Evacuatians. | Courfe. jReferences. 
ifappeared Spitting began: a? 
A 6013. M |Dec. t. -Lamb 5S} 2 
VjMay 2. Maycock ‘(4231 28 41|40 
457|2.M 3. Ling 2c} 6 I-3d] 7] 2. 
1803. V.[March 5. Wal 3 28) 5 
3 3{1.M. 6. Bayes 3 Vide 
4|t. S. 8, Bayes 2 28}3 1-3d 
69}1.M.jJuly 9. Godfrey 22-3ds 2-3ds 
80 2. 10. Hubber 2 2. of IV. 20. 
352.8. Sept. 11. Lewis 2 12. of IV.18. 
21jt- VjO& 12. D. Derry 2 3 
69 )2. S. 13. Miner 4 2-3ds 2. 
150|1.S 14 Ward 1-3d 1-3d 
60}1.M jSept. 15. Almon 2 2: 3ds 
5|1.MJNov. 16, Swiney 1=3d. |5213 2. 3ds 
365 |2.M 17. M‘Laughlay. 3 1-3. [45/8 2-3ds 
18. Burrows 2 2-3ds 56/3 2-3ds/2. of IV. 19, 
60 |2. M. 19..Cooper, A. 2 1-3d 
D.|2. V.jMarch 20. Cooper, P. 2 4316 2-3ds 
3)1.S. 21. C. Moran 6 4jit 1-3d 
D. {2. S. 22. Pickering 2 2-3ds [37 
5|1.S.1May 23. A. B. 9 1-3d 
M 24.C. D. I 1-3d {35|10 
240 |2.M. 25. Allen 3 1-3d [44)7 1-3d 


N. B. To avoid all miftakes occafioned by the different ways of 
preparing mercurial ointment, the quantity of extinguifhed mercury 
is here marked, and not the quantity of ointment. 


Cured, ‘sh 
Not cured 5 > Total. 


tif 


$2 In 


The Warm Bath, five, fix,'or more. Times. 


M £.D.1 A.L- 
Cured, 
“Days. | Drams of Mercury. 
f the Removal of Symptoms, 
| In Days. By Drams of Mercury. 
General average, 23 5 
Average of the 1ft Stage, age . 6 
ad Stage, 20} 
3d Stage, — 9 . 3 
PART 
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PART Il. The Method of No.1V. viz. 
Frictions and Bathing, tried upon Patients who had — 
previoufly ufed fome other Method without Succe/s. 


State. | Names. |Refule) Symptoms | Evacuations. | Courfe. 
| | Hifappeared Spitting be 
Q 
70 }2.M4Nov. 3..Wright-4— 4 --}-—}- 
from 1. 8. 9/3 1-2d | 7] 3 2 
87 2.M\i-— 2. Tarling, 
from I. 7° | 10 2 
250 |3.M Mar.3 S.Robifon,|. . 
from II. 1. 1317 10|7 1717 
go tt. SJMay 4. Williams, 
42 |t.MiJune 5 Keyfal, | 
& fr, WI. irr. cafe} | 
D. Os 6. | 
rom Il. 10, I 6 2¢ 
om Il]. &. 1/42 2 I- 
180 V. uly 8. Buh, i 
from 9. 19|7 8 | 31-3d 
rom I. 9. 18 5 | 22-3ds8o18 
method unkn. 10/2 2-2ds [202 2° 
_D, |2.M ——— 11. Mrs P. 
fr. irr. cafe. 28:7 1214 42110 
220 | 
ex rom II. 7. 2 2-3ds 2 1-3¢ 
270 |2. V. 12 Wright, | 
from 2. of IV. 1 189 6 | 2 2-3dsi385 1-3d 
150 |j1. S.O&. 14. Keyfal, | 
from 2. of LV. § 2-3ds 2.2-3ds/30 5 1-3d 
259 |2. 15. | 
rom 2 of FV.7.. | 1/922 3ds| 11 | 3 1-3d 
180 |2. S ——16. Roebuck, 
| from lV. 7. 12/4 1114 14 2-3ds 
|2. S|Nov.17. Young, 
method unkn. 812 2-3ds| 7 | 2 2-3ds,26)2 
130 |3. S.——— 18. Lewis, | 
from 1V. 11. 2315 1-3d | 15 | § 1-3d 4418 2-3ds 
200 |2.M.\Apr.19 Burrows, 
from IV. 18. 114.2-3ds] 6] 2 
rom IV, Id. 10/2 2 34 2-3ds 
377 21. Miner, | 
| from V, 2. = | 6 2 25 1-3d 


Refers 


VIS. 


V.V.5. 


Not 


ces. 
13. 
14. 
4 
f 
at 
t 
3 


M EDL E 


- Cured, a: 
cured, 


Not. cured, 


2d sage, 


a¢ Stage, 


Cured, 
Not Cured, - 


3 
Bhs 


Averages of a Courfe. 
| Days. Drams of Merc. 


In 17 cured, 
In 4 not cured, — 


37% 


343° 


| Averages of the Removal of Symptoms. 
| Drams of Merc. 


General average, 


In the rft Stage, 
2d Stage, 
3d Stage, 


In Days. 

202 
163 
383 


35 
4: 
10 / 
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Meruop Plummer’s Pills : Decettion the Woods. 


State. Names. Refaly mptoms Evacuations. 
| appeared ing began 
a 
& Jay @ 
320 |2. $,|Dec. 2. Wills. 

from 2. 1V. 15.4 | £15313 7. | 3 
120 |2 Mifan: 2. Miner, 
from lV. 13. | 1 | 22 | 12 
Cured, 
Not cure 
>R clapfe d, Not cured, 


; 


‘Courfe. 


Scruples. 


7 1-2d0|V. 2. of lV. 28. 


» 4 


7 
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F Reference. 


_ Average of ac ourfe. 
Days. — 
50 


In 2 not cured), 


of Pill. 


N. It ‘was not to raife a falivation in 


‘Si ummary the ables Lues Ventrea, 


Metuop I. Van Swieten’s folution of fublimate, 
II. Sublimate-rendered acrid, 
METHOD III. Sublimate. rendered acrid 5 ; warm 
bath ; decoction of the woods, - 
METHOD IV. Mercurial frictions, and warm bath, 
Part ll. of IV. Where fome other method. had 


been previoufly tried without fuccefs, © - : 
MetTuop V. Plummer’s decoction of the 
weods, 


Cured Not Symptoms 
Cured. ‘removed 
| in Days. 
8 | 4 | 225 
6 | 4 353 
8 2 | 28 
20 5 | 23 
17 | 4 | 203 
a 


N. B. The Author bast never had it in his power to make any trials 
of the farfaparilla, which were fufficiently accurate for publication. 


S4 


Query. 
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‘Query. As the 3d ‘method (fublimate-ren: 

! dered acrid, and the warm bath) appears to have 
been attended with the feweft relapfes, and as 
the 4th (mercurial: fri€tions and warm bath) 
was never found to fail in removing the fymp-. 
toms for the prefent time’; might not a judici-. 
ous Combination of thefe methods, at leaft, me-_. 
rit a trial? the 4th method being ufed for three 
weeks, or longer, if the fymptoms did not give: 
way, and the third being afterwards purfued for . 
a fortnight, or longer. 

Ihave not intruded the above cafes of lues 
venerea upon the public, with a view of draw- 
ing any conclufions refpecting the different me- 

_ thods of cure therein made ufe of. Iam fen- 
fible their number is by no means adequate to 
fuch a purpofe. My fole intention was, to fup- 

‘port an attempt which I think every individual 

_ of the Faculty is bound to make, towards draw- 
ing his profeffion out of that ftate of uncertain- — 
ty in which it ftill is, with refpeé& to one of the © 
moft interefting points, I mean the effects of © 
medicines. How far ingenious theories, and 
fubtile difquifitions, have tended to throw light — 
upon the nature of difeafes, and the operation 
of remedies, may be difficult to determine: ~ 

Thofe 
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Thofe:who ‘are difpofed to be fatirical, allege, 
that we have changed, our theories as. often as 
we have our fafhions; and that, neverthelefs, 
men in all ages: have feemed as. perfectly fatisii- 
ed with the infalibility of the. prefent theory, as 


they were with the fuperiority of the prefent cut 


of their coat. Politenefs obliges us to fuppofe, 
that the: theories of this age will be more im- 
mutable. Such; however, is the inconfiftency 
of human nature, that the moft ftrenuous oppo- 


fers of dogmatifm might probably be detected 


every minute in making ufe:‘of fome degree of | 
it, though almoft: unknown to themfelves ; and 
I imagine, that a pure empiric will as rarely be — 


found among men of. fenfe and learning, as an 


Atheift will be among philofophers. If we next . 
turn our views towards obfervation, and exa- 
mine what afliftance we have. derived from it 
upon the prefent fubje&, I am afraid we fhall ~ 
find, it far fhort of what might have been ex- 
pected. It-is well known, that as long as mer- - 
cury has been in ufe, the comparative fuperio- _ 
rity of its different preparations is fo far from — 
being afcertained, that the moft oppofite opi- | 
nions: have -been entertained by the firft autho- 


tion. 
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tion. , Almoft as much might be faid of ‘ant? 
mony, opium, hemlock, ’neutral falts, the diffe: 
rent methods of blood-letting, and, in thort, of 


‘the generality of remedies. It is -difficulr to 


find, not only two nations, but even two indi- 
viduals in the fame village, who have precifely 


the fame opinions of the virtues and efficacy of 


of a remedy. If we endeavour to trace the 
fource of this contrariety of opinions, this re- 
proach’ to médicine, I believe, we fhall find none 
more obvious than the fallacy of obfervation; 
arifing from mens drawing decifive conclufions 
from the limited number of experiments which 
they may have had it in their power to make. 
The irregularities of a patient are induftrioufly 
concealed: from his Phyfician: Pride, fhame, 
fear, or other motives, often caufe him to hide 
or mifreprefent the true caufe or nature of his 
complaint: If he is difgufted with a naufeous 
medicine, he will fupprefs its good effe&s, or 
perhaps unjuftly afcribe bad ones to it: Defeéts 
in the quality of the medicines, diet or air, and 
the complication of other difeafes, perhaps not 


| always obvious ; are all circumftances that daily 


defeat attempts towards obfervation and’ expe- 


* iment. When the moft efficacious remedy is 


given, 


~ 


| 

| 


COMMENTARIES. 28: 


given, .it is a chance that one or other of thefe 
caufes fruftrates. its effedts ; and if, by fome of 
the unaccountable, though not uncommon, ca- 
prices of; fortune, this fhould happen: feveral 
times fucceflively to a pradtitioner, he becomes 
difgufted, and. (not having it in his power to 
know the real caufe of his want of fuccels) finds 
himfelf little difpofed to rifk his reputation, or 
expofe himfelf to further difappointments, by 
perfifting in the ufe of a remedy which has re- 
paid him fo ill. On the contrary, an effort of 
Nature, or a concurrence of lucky circumftan- 
ces, may occafion virtues to be attributed toa 
remedy which it never poffefled. Every candid 
obferver, I believe, will allow, that this is often 
a true hiftory of the peculiar, and fometimes ex- 
traordinary, opinions of practitioners. As long 
as there is no public repofitory of facts, nor any 
channel by which they might be conveyed to 
the world, fo long will medicine probably la- 
bour under the imperfeétions we have been en- 
deavouring to defcribe ; for I believe it will rea- 
dily be acknowledged, that in the proportion 
that experiments increafe in number, in the 
fame proportion are they fet out of the reach 
and influence of the above mentioned cafualties. 

It 
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It follows, therefore, that folid and invariable 
conclufions upon any fubjeét, can only be drawn 
from a very large number of experiments or ob- 
fervations. If this pofition be true, and its uti- 
lity univerfally acknowledged, nothing, 1 fhould 
imagine, can be eafier than the means of bring- 
ing it into effect. With refpec to military ho- 
fpitals, all that is requifite is an order for that 
purpofe: A yearly regifter of. any form could 
then be given in by each general and regimen- 
tal hofpital. As to.the public hofpitals and in- 
firmaries, now fo common in every part of 


_ Great Britain, it ts to be fuppofed, ‘that a zeal 


for the jmprovement of. medicine, and -humani- 
ty to their fellow creatures, would’ induce the 
heads of each to keep exa& regifters, and to 
make regular publications of them. Perhaps 
the mechanical regularity that fuch inftitutions 
would introduce into hofpitals, might not be 

entirely void of its fhare of advantage.  Befides 
the immenfe fund of obfervation which would 
be found in the military and civil hofpitals, it is 
further to be hoped, that’ private praétitioners, 


 fenfible of the advaritages of fuch an inftitution, 


and having at length a known channel to con- - 


vey their would greatly enrich the 


collection. 
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colle&tion. It is almoft needlefs’ to mention, 

how beneficial fuch‘a plan mult be to gentle- 
"men entering on the practice of medicine, who, 
often diftraéted by the contrariety of opinions, 
know not which to chufe, and are obliged, at 
laft, to reap knowledge in the tedious and limit- 
ed path of their own experience, encompafied 
by deceptions, and difgufted by difappointments, 
It muft be obferved, that in afcribing all the op- 
‘pofition of affertions, and peculiarity of opi- 
— nions, to the fingle fource of the fallacy of ob- 
fervation, we have confidered men as not ac- 
tuated by prejudice, obftinacy or caprice: That 
‘their praétice is fometimes influenced by thefe 
motives, we muft be obliged to acknowledge, 
and I hope it will appear as evident, that the 
public eftablifhment of faéts would greatly tend 

to check fuch improper influence. In fuch re- 
| gifters, the chief requifites feem to be, 1 ft, To 
throw the different means of cure employed in- © 
to acertain number of methods, fo that they | 
may be conveniently compared together. 2dly, 


To record the principal circumftances in the. 


cure, in fo concife a mannér, that they may not 
exceed thé bounds of a table. How far thefe 
purpofes are anfwered by the above tables, I 

will 
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wilt not pretend to determine: -All that I will 
fay concerning them ‘is, that it ‘was the firft 
form that happened to occur; and that, though 
I have found it fufficiently convenient, 1 am fen- 
fible that it is capable of great improvements. 
It will undoubtedly be objefted by fome, that 
the great variety in different cafes, requires a 
variety in the methods. of treatment; and that 
this muft be an-infurmountable objeétion to ar- 
ranging the different methods of cure, and re- 
ducing them to fo fmall a number, that compa- 
rifons maybe drawn between them. To this 
it may be anfwered, That though we now and 
then meet with irregular and complicated cafes, 
in which the method of cure mutt neceffarily 
evade every attempt to reduce it to any head, 
yet thefe are by no means fo common as might 
at firft fight be imagined; and as the practice 
of medicine is becoming every day more fimple, 
the difficulties on this head muft, of courfe, di- 
minifh, 1 am confident, that there are few 
chronic difeafes that might not be fubjected to 
-fuch a plan ; and, with refpeé to cafes that could 
not, with. precifion, be reduced to any of the 
-# general heads, they might be comprifed under 
the title of the irregular cafes of that difeafe, 

Such 
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Such a plan I have, for my private. fatisfadion, 
adopted for fome time paft ; and though I have 
‘Dever :metiwith any thing of the. kind, from 
which |, might. draw..affiftance or diredtion, I 
have not found fuch difficulties in the profecu- 
tion, as could be faid to balance the advantages 
which I foon perceived I fhould reap from it. 
I cannot help obferving one circumftance in its 
favour, which is, that the fimple ftatement of 
_afet of faéts, feems always to carry ftronger 
conviction with it, than the moft pofitive affer- 
tions of men even of the firft repute; Atthe . 
fame time, it would be very unjuft, to fay, that 
‘this prejudice was always well founded. I 
Should imagine, that the colle&ion of obferya- 
tions would be conduéted with more regularity, 
and to much greater. advantage, were all the 
hofpitals of each kingdom put under the in- 
fpection and direétion of their refpeétive Col- 
leges of Phyficians, fo far as that the latter 
might be authorifed to iffue orders for the trial 
of fuch remedies, and conduéting of fuch expe- 
riments as might. feem moft neceflary to them, 
for the improvement of medicine. .We might 
then hope to fee the pharmacopceias quickly 
weeded of their ufelefs articles, whilft the vir- 

tues 
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tues of every truly valuable remedy would be 
publicly known, and eftablifhed upon the moft 
inconteftible footing: With regard:to thofe of 
an intermediate rank, we would at leaft have 
the fatisfaction of knowing exaétly, what degree . 
of dependence was to be put upon them; and = 5 
could even, were it neceflary, calculate to the gs nn 
greateft nicety, what were the chances of fuc- ee 
cefs. If tables were judicioufly arranged and 
executed, I do not believe that even very nu- 
merous obfervations, given in a detail fimilar to 
the above tables of intermittents or lues vene- 
rea, would exceed the bounds of publication ; 
but if that fhould be found to be the cafe, the 
refult of the whole might alone be given, as is .& 
done at the end of each of thefe tables. 
I thall, in the next place, make a very few re- 
_marks on the dyfentery, a difeafe which I have 
had confiderable opportunities of feeing. From 
fome accidents, needlefs to mention here, Ihave 
it in my power to give only a trifling number of 
cafes, and which, indeed, feem to point out 
little or nothing. As, therefore, the following 
affertions are not fupported by faéts, the reader - 
* is welcome to place what degree of confidence 
in them he pleafes. In general, I fhall obferve, 
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1/t, That I have never been fo lucky as to reap 
any advantage from opiates given by the mouth, 
though Ihave made long and fepeated trials, 
and though I have given them, not only alone, 
— but alfo combined with ipecacuanha, or with a- 
ftringents, as in the pulvis e bolo compofitus 

fpecies fcordio, rhubarb likewife being fome- 
times added. Whilft the ftools were in any 
' confiderable number, and there were any re- 
mains of painful fymptoms, | found fimall dofes 
of ipecacuanha mote effe€tual; and when the 

ftate of the difeafe was different from this, I 
found aftringents alone the beft remedies, be- 
- ginning with mild ones, and ending with tine- 

‘tura corticis Peruviani. 1 have, however, expe- 
rienced great benefit from ftarch glyfters, with 
"Yaudanum, their effeéts being often furprifing, 
particularly when the re€tum was principally af- 
feted, and the tenefmus violent: Their only 
ufe was, however, as far as I have been able to 
difcern, in recent cafes.° 2dly, With refpe& to 
purgatives, I have thought rhubarb and calomel 
the beft; for although cathartic falts fometimes 
procure a more free, fpeedy and plentiful eva- 
cuation, yet I have had fufpicions, that by their 
fedative and refrigerant properties, they weaken 
T the 
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the tone of the primz vie, and tend to prolong 
the difeafe, at leaft when it is neceflary to re- 
peat them often. 3d/y, Although the vitrum 


-ceratum antimonil is frequently of great fervice 


in recent cafes, yet the moft remarkable effects 
that I have experienced from it, were in thofe 
of fome ftanding, where | have often feen it 
fucceed after many other things had failed. It 
is true, that.in perfons with red hair, and thin 
fkins, it fometimes operates rather roughly, but 
neverthelefs fafely, as far as I have feen, pro- 
vided the dofe is managed with caution. Iam 


much inclined to think, that it is liable to con- 


fiderable uncertainty in ftrength, from circum- 
{tances not only in its preparation, but likewife 
in the preparation of the glafs. ‘To this, I ima- 
gine, muft, in a great meafure,. be owing the 
different opinions that have been entertained of 
it at different times, and by different perfons ; 
fome fpeaking of it as eafy and fafe in its ope- 
ration, whilft others look upon it as a rough 
and dangerous medicine. From what | have 
feen of it, I think it deferves a ftricter enquiry 
into its preparation and effeéts. 4thly, I have | 
found {mall dofes of ipecacuanha of great ufe in 
the beginning of the dyfentery; but towards 
the 
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the end of the difeafe, and in chronic cafes, it 
certainly is not equally efficacious: 1 have often 
known it gripe; and when the ftools were re- 
duced to the number ‘of three or four in twen- 
ty-four hours, 1 have had reafon to believe that 
it retarded a perfect cure. 5thly, With regard 
to aftringents, | have never had fuch a fufficien- 
cy, either in variety or quantity, as to enable 
me to make any experiments worth mentioning 
here. Ican therefore only obferve, relative to 
the tincture of the bark, that however free the 
patient might be from gripes or tenefmus, the 
inteftines would feldom bear it, till the ftools 
were teduced to two or three in twenty-four 
hours. As perfons in this difeafe are very fub- 
ject to relapfes, on changing their diet, it is of- 
ten neceflary to continue the tindtura corticis 
for fome days after the belly is become quite 
regular, in order to reftore the tone of the in- 
teftines. 6¢h/y, The irregularities of patients in 
this difeafe, in which diet has the utmoft influ- 
ence, render obfervations very difficult, and con- 
clufions very doubtful. 

In the following tables, Ihave arranged the dif- 
ferent means of cure employed, under four fepa- 
rate methods. In the firft table are found what I 

| have 
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have called the regular cafes, viz. thofe in which 
only one method was ufed throughout the 
courfe of the difeafe. The mark of each me- 
.thod is placed at the head of the column, and 
refers vertically. The figure of the number of 
days that the method was continued, refers ho- 
rizontally. In the fecond table, I have placed 
what may be called the comparative cafes, viz. 
where, in the courfe of the difeafe, it was found 
neceflary to change the method. In this way, 
any means of cure that a practitioner may be 
defirous of trying, may be comprehended in a 
method, and a feparate column affigned to it, 
by which its fuccefs will foon be feen. By com- 
paring the firft and fecond tables together, the 
fuccefs and failure of each method will be de- 
termined. In thefe tables, they were never no- 
ted as cured, until they were reduced to one 
ftool in twenty-four hours, unlefs when the per- 
fon was accuftomed to have more whilft in 
health, which was very. rare. 
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Regifter of twenty Cajes of Dyfentery. 
Table Regular Cafes. Table Wl. Irregular Cafes. 


Unfuccefsful | Names. | Succefsful 
November. on of | Method. Method. 
December Days ethad.|/Days 
January. | cure. ufed. ufed. 
2]. 5 I. 15 |Wood. Ill. 6 
4] ro} a 22 Brown] 6 
15 | 3 Il. 20 j&arp. IV. 5 
20 1 IV. 16 Il. 18 
25 IV. 19 |Bobbit: Il. 82 
go | 2 IV. t3 |Palmer. | II. | 24 
Total curedj 2} 4 7) 
|__|} 
Average of 
the number} - | | 
of deys re- | 
quired for | | | 
a cure i8 | 7 


Remarks. | 
Moft of the patients in the fecond table were much af- 
flicted with the difeafe, and fubje&t to frequent relapfes. 


Cured 
Method, Not cured, 


I 
| Cured 3 

2d Method, Not cured, 
2 

I 


3d Method, 28 d, 


Cured 
Method, caved: 3 

; In the firft table, the different methods placed at the 
head of the columns, refer perpendicularly ; the number 
of days refers horizontally to beth fides. 

In the fecond table, the method which had fuiled is ex- 
; preffed in the firft column, and the number of days that it — 

had been ufed in the fecond; the patient’s name is in the: 

third column; the method that effected the cure in the 
fourth ; and the number of days it was ufed in the fifth. 
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MEtHop I. Emetics and cathartic falts, occafionally re- 
peated; ipecacuanha in fmall dofes; aftringents. 

MetTuHop II. Emetic, fometimes repeated ; cathartic of | 
rhubarb and calomel, repeated way third or fourth day ; 


ipecacuanha ; aftringents. 


MertHop III. Emetic; dofes of vitrum ceratum anti- 
monii, every third or fourth day ; ipecacuanha ; aftringents. 

Metuopn IV. Emetic; dofes of vitrum ceratum anti- 
monii, every third or fourth day. ? 

Anodyne injections were ufed in all 


the four methods. 


I cannot clofe thefe remarks, without adding 
a few words on thé method of arranging dif- 
eafes, which has, of late, defervedly engaged the 
attention of the public. I have often thought, 


that if the claffes and orders were entirely ex- 


punged from a nofologia methodica, and no- 
thing but the genera and fpecies retained, the 
book, though lefs fyftematical, would be equal- 
ly ufeful, and, at the fame time, contain fewer 
inconfiftencies. Although the genera and the 


fpecies mutt be of the higheft utility, for giving 


accurate diftinctions of difeafes, and affixing pre- 
cife ideas to each term, yet I could never per- 
ceive, that the claffes and orders ferved any 
other purpofe than to perplex the author, to 
caufe him to be guilty of abfurdities, and to 


produce affemblages that never exifted in na- 


ture, 
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ture. Without entering into the different me- 
thods that have been taken to clafs difeafes, or 
into all the difficulties that have occurred, in 
conftraining nature to put on a fy{tematical re- 
gularity, for which fhe has given no foundation, 
and of which fhe is perhaps not capable, | will 
only obferve, in general, that although this fy- 
ftem fucceeds pretty well in fevers, and fome 
other difeafes, yet there are many that feem to 
elude every effort of the kind. The rickets, 
the jaundice, the fcrophyla, and fome others, 
feem to be individuals, totally unconnected with 
every thing around them, and only reducible 
to the definition of a clafs or order, by catching 
at fome trivial circumftance in their phenomena, 
It muft undoubtedly be allowed, that method, in 
all {ciencés, conduces greatly to aflift the ope- 
rations of the mind; for which reafon, it may 
be very neceflary to fall upon fome form of 
_bringing certain difeafes into one point of view. 
If, as has been alleged, there is not in all cafes 
a foundation in nature for aflemblages, and that 
therefore we are obliged to form them in an ar- 
bitrary manner, we would certainly wifh to be 
directed by utility, in the choice of a method. 
The principles upon which fuch affemblages 

were 
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were to be made, might be, 1/, Similarity in 
the nature and caufe of certain difeafes., 2d/y, 
Similarity in their method of cure. diy, Simi- 
larity in their phenomena. With refpeé to the 
firft, as long as our theories remain in the fame 
uncertain and fluctuating ftate in which they 
have been hitherto, it will be in vain to expect. 
a fteadinefs and permanency from the fuper- 
{ftructure, of which the foundation is deftitute. 
The fame objedion lies againft the fecond: 
Whilft the phznomena of difeafes remain the 
fame, fo long will there be, in fome cafes, a 
foundation in nature for the third method. 
Difeafes that are moft:liable to be confounded, 
being brought together, will more readily ad-— 
mit of a comparifon ;.and, I believe, moft prac- 
titioners will admit, that, to diftinguifh and de- 
termine the difeafe, is often the moft intricate 
part of their office. It will perhaps be alleged, 
that the aflociating of difeafes, by a fimilarity in 
their phzenomena, is neither more nor lefs, than 
the method that is followed in every nofologia 
methodica. ‘To this it may be anfwered, that 
in the claffes and orders, there are feveral of 
the fubdivifions fo far from being in danger of — 
'* being miftaken for each other, that they do not” 
agree 
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agree in any circumftance, except fome trifling 
one, which is laid hold of merely becaufe it en- 
ables them‘to come under the general defini- 
tion. If, inftead of this, aflemblages were form- 
ed of difeafes which refembled each other, in 
feveral of their effential and moft ftriking fymp- 
toms, and when fuch fimilarity was wanting, | 
no aflemblage was attempted, the form would 
certainly be more agreeable to common fenfe. 
Timagine, that fuch aflemblages fhould rather 
be treated of under the fame chapter or fection, 
than comprehended under the title of a c/a/s or 
order; the latter implying a neceflary connec- 
tion in nature, whilft the former has no fuch im- 
port, and is not reftri€ted to the fame regulari- 
ty. This propofal may appear very trivial; but 
it fhould always be remembered, that inacch- 
racy in words tends to produce inaccuracy in 
ideas, and that it is as eafy to make ufe of a 
proper term as of an improper one. 

I thall now finith thefe remarks with this a- 
pology, that if they are found to contain many 
defects, and if things are faid in them that may 
have been faid before, it'is to be hoped that 
fome allowance will be made for an author, 
who, for thefe laf thirteen years, and ever fince 

he 
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he left the fchools of medicine, has been almoft 
entirely cut off from all communication with 
the literary world. 


III. 


A curious Cafe of a very remarkable and furprifing 
Recovery in a Private Soldier of the fecond Bat- 
talion, 73d Regiment, ferving in Gibraltar, 

with a Fracture of the Cra- 
nium, requiring the Trephine,—a compound 
Fracture of the lower Extremity, requiring am- 
putation,—and feveral other wounds. By Mr 
Andrew Cairncrofs, Surgeon to the fecond Bat- 
talien, 73d Regiment. 


Ona_p Ross, .aged thirty-nine years, was 
{tanding fentry in the King’s lines, in the 
night of the 17th September 1781, during a 
very heavy canonade and bombardment, both 
from the Spanith lines, and alfo from their gun 
and mortar-boats in the bay, when he was 
knocked down by the wind of a thirteen inch 
hell, which fell clofe by him: The fhock and 
fear had fuch an effet upon him, that he was ~ 
rendered entirely incapable of making any ef- 
forts | to fave himfelf by running away: The 
fuze 
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fuze burnt’ only a few feconds, when the fhell 
exploded. He was foon after taken up fenfelefs 
by fome of the guards, in a miferable mangled 
condition, by the fplinters of the fhell, and pie- 
ces of ftone thrown about ; and he was convey- 
ed in a litter to the hofpital of the 73d. When 
brought there, his appearance was fo fhocking, 
that I really was almoft at a lofs what part of 
his body to pay attention to firft; not appre- 
 hending that I could by any means whatever 
fave the poor man’s life: There was an wound 
on his forehead, juft above the orbitar procefs 
of the right eye, extending in a line upwards, 
and, with the point of my probe, I could plainly 
perceive the bone bare and fractured. There 
was a compound fraélure of the left arm, a little 
above the infertion of the deltoid mufcle ; the 
bone was broken very obliquely; and lower 
down, about three or four fingers breadth above 
the elhow, there was a fimple one. At times 
he was feized with fevere fpafms, and during — 
- that period, the arms, in confequence of the ac- 
_ tion of the mufcles, almoft made an acute angle 
between the joint of the fhoulder’and elbow. 
There was alfo a compound fracture about the 
middle of the lower extremity: of the fame fide, 
both 
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both bones broken very much, with feveral 
loofe fplinters, and which fuffered equally with 
his arm, during his former agitated ftate. A 
great part of the fkin and mufcles were lacera- 
ted from three of his fingers of the right hand, 
and the bone of the middle one was fhattered to 
pteces. His body was contufed all over; the 
{crotum and penis particularly fo. The Britith 
regimental furgeons aflifted me; and.indeed we 
were all of opinion, that the unfortunate man. 
could not live, at all events, undergo fo many 
operations as it appeared neceflary to perform 
upon him. Unwilling, however, that any thing 
fhould be left undone,’ as the wound on the 
forehead feemed more immediately to affect his 
life, I refolved upon removing the integuments 
from that part of the os frontis, to examine the 
~ flate of the injury there. On laying the bone 
bare, I found a fra&ture running about an inch 

anda half upwards in the direction of the wound; | 
and there was a particular dint in the lower part 
of the bone, which feemed to be the point ftruck. 
No time was loft; the trephine was immedi- 
ately applied on the part; it cut well; the 
{fawing was complete, without injuring the dura 
- ‘mater, and was removed eafily by the elevator. 
On 
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On examining the bone removed, the fracture 
did not extend through both tables, only the 
outer one ; but a thin lamina from the inner ta- 


. ble was found wanting. On wiping away a little 


extravafated blood from the furface of the dura 
mater, the bit of bone was found drove through 
the membranes into the brain, and fticking faft : 
It was immediately removed ; on which a pretty 
confiderable hemorrhage enfued, and was per- 
mitted to flow freely; fo as to take away about 
ten or twelve ounces; it was afterwards eafily 
ftopt by the application of dry lint. At that 
time, he had a fevere fpafm, which did not laft 


long, and began to know me and the people 


about him. The other gentlemen affifting, con- 
curred in opinion with me, in deferring any 
other operation for the prefent, as the moft ma- 
terial injury had been attended to: His wounds: © 


were dreffed lightly, and a ftool was procured 


by a glyfter. On calling next morning, 18th 
September, to enquire if he was in life, to my 
furprife [ found that he had flept well from the 
time I left him in the night, was perfedtly fen- 
fible, and not fuffering any great degree of © 


pain; his pulfe was exceeding good, and not 


more than feventy. The pofition of his leg 
and 
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and arm being altered in the night, and nof 
pleafing me, was put to rights. The faline 
_ draughts were prefcribed for him through the 
day, with thirty drops of the thebaic tinéture in _ 
the evening, and a glyfter was defired to be re- 
peated, if neceflary. igth, Every thing went 
on well: He had been at ftool early in the even- 
ing, which was a work of much difficulty, on © 
account of fo many wounds; had refted well 
during the. night; was clear in his fenfes; and 
pulfe as before. 20th, A fmall alteration for 
the worfe; pulfe rather quicker, and fkin hot- 
tifh ; has had a pretty good night’s reft, anda 
— Joofe ftool. Ten grains of nitre were now added 
to each dofe of his faline medicine, with the 
opiate as before. 21ft, Upon the whole much 
as yelterday ; ; complains of a flight headach ; | 
. the ténfion upon his leg and arm exceedingly tri- 
fling ; belly continues regularly open. 22d, No 
quicknefs to be perceived in his pulfe; head- 
ach, and heat of fkin, gone off; belly as before; g 
his hand fmelis pretty {trong of fuppuration ; 
and there is an oozing upon the eighteen-tailed | 
| bandage upon his leg. 23d, Much as yelter- 
, days removed as much of the dreflings from — 


"his different wounds as would come away eafily ; 
the 
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the lint adhering firmly to the dura mater, was. 
not attempted to be removed; the dreflings 
from his fingers and hand came moftly off with 


eafe: The lacerated teguments looked well, but 


there was no profpeét of faving the middle fin- 
ger, as the bone of the third phalanx was fhat- 
tered to pieces, up to its articulation with the 


- metacarpus: The wound in the atm was almoft 


clofed, requiring only a bit of lint with a fmall 


pledget of cerate above it; and the tailed ban- 


dage was frequently moiftened with fpirits and 
vinegar, to difperfe the ecchymofis which was 
confiderable. The wound of the leg had but an 
indifferent afpec&t; the difcharge was bloody and 
ichorous, but without inflammation or tenfion 
upon the limb; and there was an utter impofli- 
bility of replacing the bones in an exact pofi- 
tion, from fome unforefeen obftacle: As there | 


was no chance of cure here, but by amputation, 


or tedious fuppuration, it was dreffed in the moft 
fuperficial eafy manner. He continued free from 
fever and pain, and every thing went on much 
as before. On the 26th, the ninth day from. 
the accident, the lint came eafNy away from the 


. dura mater, which looked well; and had begun 


to flough off. The wounds on his hand had 
| alfo 
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knee, whilft he lay in bed in the hofpital cradle. 
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alfo as good an appearance as could bé expect: - 


ed. As the difcharge from the wound itt the’ 


arm was fo fmall on the laft dreffing, the ban- 


dage was not now undone. From the above 
period, till the fourteenth day after the accident, 
the appearance of his different wounds continu- 


ed much the fame, and the granulations from — 


the furface of the brain had a healthy afpeé; 
but he‘then complained of an exceedingly acute 
pain in the middle of the fra¢tured part of the 
limb, which made him ftart frequently: On exa- 
mining it, a tenfion was found coming on faft ; 


‘ the difcharge was ftill ichorous and bloody; his 


pulfe was getting up: In fhort, I expected no- 
thing but gangrene and its confequences to fol- 
low; and this now appeared to be the critical 
time to remove the limb entirely, as the only 
probable chance of faving the patient’s life. On 


confulting with my brother furgeons, they all — 


agreed with me in opinion, that it-was fo; and. 
as no time was to be loft, it was determined to 
be done immediately. As foon as the neceffary 
appatatus was got ready, that I might not di- 


fturb my patient by placing him on a table, I 


took off the limb in the ufual place below the — 


He 
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He bore the operation exceedingly well, all cir- 
cumftances confidered, and foon after fell faft: 
afleep. On diffecting the amputated extreniity, 
the tibia was found fratured quite through in @ 
very oblique diretion, the fibula into many pie- 
ces, and a pretty large fplinter adhering to the pe- 
riofteum, was wedged quite acrofs the interoffeal 
mufcles, which in all probability was the obftacle 
to the reduétion of the limb. He was ¢xceedingly. 
free from pain during the remaining part of that. 
day,and had a good night of it, with tolerable reft : 
‘Next morning, | found him in good fpirits, with- 
out any quicknefs of pulfe; the appearance of 
his head and hand as before. ‘The opiate was 
repeated in the evening, and every thing conti- 
nued to go on as well as could be wifhed. On 
the fifth day from the amputation, the fuppura- 
tion being eftablifhed, the dreflings were remo- 
ved, the {tump looked well, granulations were 
fhooting faft out upon the ends of both bones, 
and there was next to no tenfion upon the fkin, | 
of which a confiderable portion had been faved. 
The poor man was now exceedingly happy ; faid, 
he was-fure he would recover, but withed. his 
finger to be taken off alfo, as he could not bear 
to look at it. . Every day afterwards added to 
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his recovery, all his fores looking well, and the 
fpace in the cranium filling up faft. On the 
tenth day after the amputation, finding every 

. thing fo favourable, and that nothing but the re- 
moval of the middle finger prevented his reco- 
very, which gave a good deal of pain all up the 

_ arm,and was very offenfive to the {mell, I yielded 
to his folicitation, and removed it at the articu- ; 
lation of the metacarpus. The inflammation 
fubfequent was inconfiderable, and in three 
weeks it was perfectly cured. The other fores 
all kept pace in their cure, without any further 
material occurrence; and in ten weeks from 
the firft date of the accident, he was perfealy 
well, but weakly. eo 


IV. 


Obfervations on Canine Madnefs, by Dr Houlfton 
- of Liverpool, communicated to Dr Duncan. 


HEN men of undoubted profeffional 

knowledge, candour, and humanity, 

ftand forth to deftroy the public confidence, in 
a matter of fuch moment as a preventative for 
madnefs, this can only be fuppofed to arife from 
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a thorough conviction of the inefficacy of the 


‘means propofed, and an ardent zeal for the 


caufe of truth. Well aware that they are heré- 


by depriving numbers of that great cordial 


Hope, and reducing them to a ftate of horror 


-and apprehenfions, little fhort of that which 


they with to guard againft, nothing but a defire 
of obviating the fatal confequetices of an ill 


_ grounded confidence, and of exciting the en- — 


deavours of men of fcience, to difcover more 


_ certain remedies than are yet known, could in- 


duce them to take fuch a ftep. _ 
Dr Fothergill, in the cafe of Mr Bellamy, 
and Dr Vaughan of Leicefter, in three cafes — 


which he has publifhed, have fully proved, that 


all the methods recommended for that end, are 
infufficient for the cure of. the hydrophobia, | 
when once commenced. The patients all died 
in the courfe of one ot two days from the ap- 
pearance of this fymptom, notwithftanding the 
moft attentive and judicious treatment. From 
thefe cafes, they conclude, that tio dependence 
is, in reality, to be placed on the Ormfkitk me- 
dicine, before fo much confided in; and they 
have each declared their opinion, how doubt- 
ful and uncertain, not to fay ufelefs, are’all-the 

Ua - other 
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other methods hitherto propofed, to prevent 
the ill confequences fometimes refulting from 
the bite of mad animals. The attempt, then, 
. to recommend and enforce a plan of treatment, 
agreeable to reafon, and fupported by experi- 
ment, muft meet with approbation, and may be 
- productive of effential fervice to fociety. May 
it not very eafily happen, that a remedy, the 
_ gradual exhibition of which may prevent the 
attack, would prove wholly infufficient for the 
cure of the hydrophobia? Or is the inference 
juft, that becaufe the-aGtion of mercurials, ap- 
plied for three or four days at moft, will not 
cure the difeafe in its laft hafty ftage, the fame 
remedy would have been of no avail in the in- 
terval between the bite and the attack, which 
was (in thefe cafes) of one, three, and nine 
months? During that period, a gradual and ~ 
fufficient action of the mercury might have been 
excited; whereas, when the hydrophobia: has 
appeared, there is fcarcely ever time for any 
fuch effect. There is fome reafon to conclude, 
too, that under certain difeafes, the fyf{tem is 
lefs capable of being aéted upon by mercury, 
which, though applied in large quantities, feems 
then not to produce its ufual effects. I mean 
not 
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not to dwell upon the reafonablenefs of a prac- 
tice, in which the aétion of the remedy is prin- 
cipally determined to the part where the virus 


~ chiefly exerts its baneful powers, viz. the fali- 
_ vary glands; nor yet upon the authority of the 


late Dr James, and the celebrated Sauvages, who 
have largely infifted on the beneficial effects of 


mercury, to prevent the dangerous confequen- 


ces of the bite of mad animals. Not to {well 
this paper to an improper bulk, I purpofe only 


to give a brief account of a pamphlet, publifhed 


at Paris by order of government, entitled, “* Me- 
“« thode éprouvée pour le Traitément dela Rage,” 


wherein we are informed of the fuccefs of a 


mode of treatment, of which mercurial in unc- 
tions is the bafis and moft effential part, laid 
down by Monf. de Laffone, firft Phyfician to the 
King of France, and tried on eleven out of fif- 
teen perfons dreadfully bit and torn by a mad 
wolf, on the 8th and oth of December 1775, 
within twenty-four hours of each cther. Three 


of thefe unhappy people, trufting to powdered 


oyfter-fhells, and fimilar remedies of no ufe, 


were not fubjeéted to this treatment, and died 


in a few days, raving mad; as did alfo a young 
woman, who did not apply for relief till two 
U 3 days 
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days before fhe died, and after the fymptoms of 
hydrophobia had commenced. ‘The remaining 
eleven were, by the States of Macon, near which 
- place the accident happened, put under the care 
of a Phyfician of Cluny, Monf. Blaife; and the 
account he gives of the fuccefs attending the 
method of treatment purfued, of which a fum- 


mary is fubjoined, is as follows: One man, who, 


for ten days, exaétly followed the plan laid down, 
whofe wounds, though very large, fuppurated 
well, and were in a good flate, and in whom 
the mercury feemed to begin to act, became me- 
- lancholy, was feized with a horror and dread of 

liquids, and died within forty-eight hours after- 
wards, though placidly in his fenfes, and with- 
out being convulfed. A fecond, whofe mouth 
and gums had been lightly affected by the mer- 

cury, which he ufed near a month, grew deliri- 
ous and furious, and after experiencing the fymp- 
toms of hydrophobia for two days, died coma- 
tous. This man, however, it was found, had 
privately drank very large quantities of wine, 


for three days together, preceding his delirium ; 
and, it is fuppofed, this contributed greatly to. 


his death. A third, a boy, who continued the 


* ufe of the mercurial frictions and antifpafmodic 
medicines 
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medicines for eighteen days, and was doing 
well, being removed home by his friends, died 
there three weeks after, as is believed, only 


from the wound ift his head not being taken 


due care of, and not from madnefs, as he drank 
freely an hour before he died. The remaining 


eight recovered, although one of them, during — 


the courfe, became fad and melancholy, and 


another, a woman, delivered of a child during 


the time, manifefted an averfion to liquids. Sali- 
vation took place in moft of them, upon which, 
gradually excited, (though they endeavour to 
guard againft it by repeated purging), ‘depends, 
moft probably, in fuch cafes, the only rational 
hope of fecurity from canine madnefs. Dr 
Blaife adds, That ‘ the treatment was conti- 
‘¢ nued, in all, above a month in the eight who 
** sot well*, fix of whom had been grievoufly 
U 4 bit 

'* In the Hiftory of the Royal Society of Medicine at 
Paris, Vol. II. we are informed by Monf. Biaife, that of 


thefe eight, one died with Hydrophobia fix weeks after he 
was difcharged apparently well; but it appears, that four 


_ days before this attacked him, he had pafled his arm down 


the throat of an ox, believed to be mad, thongh the man 
is not faid to have been bit by it. Monf. Blaife alfo men- 


tions his having fince fuccefsfully treated two other chil- 
dren in this method; whereas a third, bit by the fame 
‘dog, and not fo treated, died mad. | 
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«bit in parts nat covered with the clothes; 
¢* and that moft of them experienced, nearly at 
the fame time, fymptoms of nervous affec- 
. * tions, which might be attributed to the virus 
** too much attenuated and weakened by the re-_ 
<¢ medies, to produce a manifeft acceffion of hy- 
‘¢ drophobia.”’. He concludes with thefe judicious 
remarks: ‘ It is moft certain, that the remedies 
“¢ we have employed have been very fuccefsful ; 
‘s but they would have been much more fo, had > 
** they been ufed early; and particularly, if al- 
** moft immediately after the bite, thofe exter- 
‘© nal means had been made ufe of, which ap- 
‘“¢ pear to me indifpenfibly neceflary, viz. deep 
‘¢ {carifications, cutting away the lacerated parts, 
‘¢ and thofe adjoining to the wounds, the cau- 
“tery, applying cupping-glaffes, and eftablifh- 
‘ing copious fuppuration, for a long time, in 
** the part bit; becaufe it fometimes happens, 
that the faliva is lodged in the cellular mem- 
<¢ brane, where it remains, as it were, fixed and 
‘inert, till, brought into action by fome caufe, 
¢¢ it enters into the circulation, affects the nerves, 
¢¢ and produces the train of fymptoms of this 
© moft terrible of difeafes.” It now remains 
anly to give the mode of treatment propofed, 

| which 
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_ ‘which 1 with to do as concifely as I can con- 
ia fiftently. After opening the body by laxative 
glyfters, bleed once or twice, efpecially if there 
be any fymptom of madnefs, or any wildnefs in 
the looks; ufe, morning and evening, for an 
hour, a warm foot-bath,. or, if it can be had, a 
warm bath; wafh the wound repeatedly and | 
long in warm water, in which common falt, or 
rather fal ammoniac, is plentifully diffolved ; 
making, at the fame time, deep {carifications, 
cutting away lacerated parts, or, which is pre- 
ferable, (when it is an animal which is bit), ap- 
plying the actual cautery: This done, rub a 
dram of mercurial ointment lightly round about 
the wound, which may be dreffled twice a-day, 3 
with bafilicon or digeftive, wafhing it each time § 
with the fale and water. The mercurial oint- j 
ment, however, is only to be applied once in 
twenty-four hours, and in the above dofe. The | 
body muft be daily kept open by glyfters, to 
which add one fpoonful of honey, and two of 
vinegar; every four or five days, a gentle pur- 
gative is given, to prevent falivation. ‘To ex- 
gite vomiting once or twice, will be of fervice, 
efpecially at the firft, if there be frequent nau- 
fea or inclination to vomit. Once, or if no in- 
| convenience 
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convenience follows in its ufe, twice a-day, 
morning and evening, give a {poonful of wine, © 
with twenty or twenty-five drops eau de luce, 
topromote a gentle fweat. Let the patient take 
every day four grains of camphor, two grains — 
of mufk, and fix grains of nitre, made into a. 
bolus, with honey. In cafe of great reftlefinefs — 
and want of fleep, give, in moderate dofe, an 
opiate; but do not repeat it feveral fucceflive , 
days. -The patient ought freely to ufe diluting 
_ drinks, mixed with honey and vinegar; but | . 
fhould the hydrophobia already have come on, 
thefe and the foregoing medicines may be ad- 
miniftered in glyfters. The food thould confift 
chiefly of vegetables; but milk is to be avoid- 
ed. This mode of treatment mutt be continu- 
ed till the wound is healed firmly; a month at 
leaft, and longer when the wounds have been 
- confiderable, or any fymptoms have manifefted 
_themfelves. Should the wounds put ona bad 
appearance, give the bark in {trong decoétion, 
as alfo when great weaknefs and Janguor re- 
main.. Ufeful animals, when bit, may be treat- 
ed nearly in the fame manner, only a triple 
quantity of the mercurial ointment fhould be 
employed. They fhould be kept up from mix. 
ing 
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jng with others ; and, on the appearance of any 


fymptoms of madnefs, they fhould be immedi. 
ately deftroyed; as ought alfo dogs, and ani- 


__mals of lefs ufe, without hefitation. Thus far 
- Dr De Laffone. Several ftrong proofs of the 
-  fuccefs attending the ufe of mercurial friction, 


are inferted in the fecond volume of the Me- 
moirs of the Paris Royal Society of Medicine, 


of which the inftances given by Mr Odoardi 
_ deferve particularly to be noticed. Of nine 
_ + perfons bit by a mad wolf, one. (treated by an- 


other furgeon, but not with mercurial frictions) 


died of the hydrophobia the forty-fixth day af. — 


ter. The eight others, who ufed this remedy 
under that gentleman’s care, all did well. He 
mentions feveral inftances which have fallen 
under his care or notice, in which mercurial 
frictions on the wounded part have preferved 


the patient from all danger, fometimes without 


producing falivation. Notwithftanding this fuc- 


cefs, however, he alfo efteems it the fureft me-_ 


thod to excite a flight degree of falivation ; and 
perhaps this will be found to anfwer beft, when 
attempted foon after the accident, and brought 
about not too haftily. 


V. 
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Hiftory of a Cafe | of Rheumatifm, cured by Elec- 
tricity. By Dr Simon Lanphier, Phy/ician, Wa- 
te rfo r d. 


A. aged fifty-eight, an woolcomber, in 
* the month of December 1778, was af- 
feéted with a coldnefs and fhivering, fucceeded — 
by heat and partial fweats, pains of the fhoul- _ 
ders, extending to the elbows, wrifts, and fin- : 
gers, attended occafionally- with rednefs and " 
fwelling. His hips, thighs, and legs, were foon 
attacked in the fame manner, but were particu- 
larly painful at the joints of the knees and ankles, 
appetite impaired, thirft moderate, bowels tole- 
rably regular. By the advice of his friends, he 
had recourfe to a variety of matters, particular- 
ly warm porter, brandy and water, and fulphur, 
all with a view of promoting fweat. After the 
ineffectual ufe of thefe for fome days, he applied 
to the late Dr Backas, an eminent Phyfician of 
this place, who ordered him turpentine drops, 
with fome other medicines ; but, in confequence 
i of the fudden death of that gentleman, he did 


| 
‘ 
, 
| 
be | 
¥ 
4 
a> 
| 
¥ 
¥ 
| 
8 
| 
. 


~ 


COMMENTARIES. 315. 


not experience the benefit of his advice that he 
otherwife might have expected. 

He fent for me on the 4th of Auguft 1779, 
at eight months from the commencement of his 


complaint.. He was confined to bed, could not 


fit up, or put.on his clothes without affiftance. 
He then complained of pains in his fhoulders, 
elbows, wrifts and fingers ; pain in the {mall of 
the back, extending occafionally to both‘hips ; 


_ confiderable fwelling of the knees and ankles, 


attended with excruciating torture; was eafier 
lying in bed than in any other pofition ; pains 
not aggravated by additional heat ; appetite 
extremely delicate, in confequence, as he fup- 
pofed, of having taken garlick for fome days; 
no material thirft, except at intervals; bowels 


regular; pulfe rather frequent, but not full or 
hard. After premifing the warm bath, and a 


ftri& attention to vegetable diet, I ordered him, 
on the sth of Auguft, thirty grains of Dover’s 
powder; at the fame time, directing that he 
fhould lie in blankets, and forward fweating, 
by keeping quiet, taking occafionally draughts 


of white-wine, whey; and every fecond houra . 


julep, with fpiritus mindereri. 
_ 6th, Sweated profufely from ten in the morn- 
ing until fix in the evening; pains eafier for 
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fome hours whilft fweating, but returned as vios 
lent as before. 8th, The medicine repeated; 
and with nearly the fame effets. On the roth, 
he was ordered a mixture with equal parts of 
elixir guaiacinum volatile, fimple fyrup, and mu- 
cilage of gum arabic, a large fpoonful of which to 
be taken night and morning, wafhed down with 
wine-whey. ‘This promoted fweating, which 
was not a little increafed by the addition of 
fome volatile {pirit of fal ammoniac. The pain- 
ed parts were gently rubbed, morning and night, 
with camphorated oil and fpiritus cornu cervi. 
In the courfe of ten days, he found himfelf bet- 
_ ter, was able to get out of bed, and affift in put- 
ting on his clothes: The pains, without any 
obvious caufe, returned, and were extremely 
troublefome. Bhiftering plafters were applied 
to the fhoulders, with direétions to remove them 
as foon as they became painful; next to the el- 
bows and knees, which experienced great relief 
from their application. The medicine was ftill 
continued. Notwithftanding its ufe, and the 
occafional application of blifters to the. parts 
principally affected, a {tri& attention to warmth 
and regularity, on the sth of September follow- 
'» ing, his recovery feemed very doubtful; I was 
| therefore 
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therefore determined to try what effe& might 
be produced by eledtricity, having given him di- 
rection to lay afide the elixir guaiacinum. 

On the 1oth of fame month, a few flight 


 ftrakes were fent through the parts molt affe@- 


ed, which were the fhoulders, elbows, wrifts, 
and joints of the fingers; the fhocks were re- 
peated three times weekly, but feemed rather to 
aggravate his difeafe. A temporary relief was 
experienced during the ufe of the application ; 
but matters appeared worfe at the fucceeding 
vifit. However, as I have known the fame ef- 
fects enfue upon firft ufing electricity, I deter- 
mined to perfevere and not repeat the operati- 
ons oftner; but, to put it to a greater extent in 
point of ftrength and number of fhocks, I alfo 
infulated him, and by that means took large 

fparks from the pained parts; at length the. 
_ fwellings began gradually to difappear, and were 
even fenfibly lefs in any one part, when eleétri- 
fied for fome minutes, either by drawing fparks 
from the part, or fending fmall fhocks through 
it. Immediately after the ufe of electricity, he 
could move much better than beforé, and acqui- | 
red fo much ftrength as to walk tolerably well 
any afliftance. 
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I fhould have obferved, that for many days 
on his firft vafiting me, he was obliged to be at- 
tended by two affiftants. In the month of Fe- 
bruary 1780, he was able to comb a ball of 

' wool, which he had not done for near fifteen 
months before. The electricity was continued 
until the April following, when he found him- 
felf well in every refpect; the pains removed, 
and natural heat of the parts perfeétly reftored. 
In order to prevent a relapfe, I ordered him to 
ufe the cold bath, which he began in June, and 
continued until Auguft. He is now extreme-. 
ly well, and works at his bufinefs as ufual. 

I have lately had. frequent opportunities of 

_ trying electricity in old rheumatic complaints, 
particularly where the pain was confined to one 
or two parts, and have always experienced the 

- greateft advantage from its ufe. The above 
cafe fhews the good effects.of eledtricity in a 

- moft troublefome and painful difeafe, and, at 
the fame time, indicates, that much may be ex- 
pected from it, even where internal remedies 
have proved ineffectual. A chronic rheuma- 
tifm, which is confidered as being in a great mea- 
fure a local complaint, I am fatisfied, will fre- 

quently be removed by its ufe. 
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VI. 


The Hiftory of a Cafe, where the Pifirynx was 


wounded through the Mujfcles and Membranes 
which connect the Larynx and Os Hyoides, with- 


out proving fatal. BythelateDennisRyan,M.D. 


Communicated in a Letter to Samuel-Foart Sim- 
mons, M. D. F. R.S. Phyfician in and 
by bim to Dr Duncan. 


Necro, named Harry, who lived as watch- 
man on Winchefter eftate, near this 
place, was furprifed in the night, about the end 
of laft February, by two negroes, with an in- 


tention to put him to death. He is about thirty 
years of age, and of a flender habit of body, 


with a remarkably long neck; and, his being 
fickly for fome time, rendered all the refiftance 


he could make of little effeét. From the pre- 


fent appearance, they feem to have made feve- 
ral thrufts or incifions with a knife, between the 


upper edge of the right fide of the thyroid car- 
_tilage and the os hyoides. One incifion was — 
made tranfverfely. It began below, and oppo- 


fite the middle of the bafe of the os hyoides, 


and extended almoft as far as the right carotid. 
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It feems to have totally divided the fterno-hyoi- 
dzus and hyothyroideus mufcles. This inci- 
fion was crofled by another, which was made in 
a longitudinal dire&tion. Where both meet, 


: there is .a confiderable orifice, into which one 


might eafily introduce the top of the little fin- 
ger, three weeks after the accident happened, 
when I firft faw him. And, upon my removing 


the drefling, which confifted of a coarfe rag, and 


fome oat-meal and water, there was difcharged 
a great quantity of mycus through the wound, 
the edges of which had now become callous all 
round.) On his attempting to drink fome wa- 


ter, the moft part of it rufhed out by the ori- 


fice ; but when it was clofely ftopped up, by the 
application of another’s hand, he fwallowed 
pretty freely, though not without fome cough- 
ing. It is always neceflary to make a preflure 
of this kind, when he takes any food. I had 


‘his mouth and noftrils clofed for fome time, but — 
he breathed through the wound. The orifice 


has of late become fo fmall, that it has been 


thought proper to enlarge it by an incifion, to 


allow a free paflage for the mucus, which is dif- 
charged from it very copioufly. When he holds 
up his chin a little, the thyroid cartilage is about 
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an inch and a half diftant from the bafe of the 
os hyoides, and about three-fourths of an inch, 
when he attempts to {wallow any thing. ‘The 
attack was made on him in the beginning of the 
night, and he lay till morning expoféd to the 
night air. He was then found, with a piece of 
blanket wrapped about his neck. Thofe who 
firft faw him, fay, that the lofs of blood he fu- 
ftained was very trifling. They gave him fome > 
drink, but it all came out through the wound; 
and they, as well as he bimfelf, declare, that till 
the thirteenth day after the attack, he fwallow- 
ed nothing whatfoever. Hence he was almoft 
totally exhaufted, and his fituation thought fo 
defperate, that recourfe was had to none of the 
means ufually employed in fych circumftances, 
in order to fupport life. From the time he be- 
gan to fwallow, he has gradually recovered 
_ fome ftrength, and he can now eat plantains, 
the chief fare of negroes. He walks about to- 
lerably well; and though he breathes in ge- 
neral with fome difficulty, he will probably live 
for fome months, and afford a ftriking proof of 
the powerful efforts of nature, without the affift- 
ance of art, even in +. moft ceaguons circum- 
ftances. 
Xa VII. 
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VII. 


Account of the fuccefiful Operation of the Trepan 
on the left Temple, with the Extraction of a 
Splinter of Stone, penetrating the Dura Ma- 
ter. By Mr George Borthwick, Surgeon, 
14th Regiment Light Dragoons. 


Dracoon of the 14th regiment received 

a blow from a fharp {tone on his left tem- 
ple, which gave him a confiderable wound, and 
knocked him down. He foon recovered him- 
felf, and walked without affiftance to his bar- 
rack, which was a quarter of a mile from the 
place where he met with the accident. On exa- 
mining him, about an hour after he received 
the blow, I difcovered a wound in the tegu- 
‘ments and temporal mufcles, of two inches in 
length, the wound being in the direétion of the 
fibres of that mufcle; and, by my finger, with- 
out the help of a probe, could plainly difcover 
a fra€ture of more than an inch in length, with 


a confiderable depreffion in the temporal pro- | 


cefs of the os frontis. ‘The courfe of the frac- 
ture was in the direction of the fibres of the 
temporal muicle. 


Finding 
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Finding matters thus ‘circumftanced, I re- 


moved fuch a portion of the fkin, tendinous 


aponeurofis, and temporal mufcle, asl reckoned 


- would be neceffary for allowing the crown of a 


middle fized trepan to be applied ; and having 
removed a fufficient portion of the pericranium, 
to enable me to examine fully the extent and. 
nature of the fraéture and depreffion, and to al- 
low the operation to be performed, I difcovered 
a fracture of near two inches in length, and the 
depreffion fo very coniiderable, that the end of 
a common fized blunt-pointed probe could eafi- 


_ ly be introduced obliquely through the fragture, 


under the cranipm. This being done, I imme- 
diately took out a circle of bone with the trepan, 
which enabled me to remove entirely the de- 
prefled fragments of bone, that amounted to four 
in number. ‘There was no extravafated blood 
found on the furface of the dura mater, (though 


_ this membrane was entirely feparated from that 


portion of the fkull which conftituted the de-— 
prefied fragments); but on removing the circle 
of bone with the trepan, I difcovered a {mall 
wedge-like ftone, thicker than a fhilling, of the 
fize of a filver three-penny piece, that penetra- 
ted the dura mater obliquely oppofite to the 

fra@ture, 
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fra€ture, and had infinuated itfelf under that 
part of this membrane, ftom whefice the circle 
of bone was removed, and had, no doubt, been 
broken off from the ftone with which the blow. 
was given. 
_ During the fealping, feveral branches of the © 
temporal artery were neceflarily divided, which 
made the needle and ligature to be frequently 
ufed, and the removal of a portion of the tem- 
poral mufcle, particularly in this tumefied ftate, 
made the opefation have a more formidable ap- 
peararice, than in thefe parts of the cranium 
where it is more frequently performed. 

After the operation, the wound was drefled 
: in the ufual manner, and the patient recovered, _ 
without any bad fymptoms fupervening, and 
| 


was perfeétly well in ten weeks. 

I think it proper to add, that ina few hours 
it after the operation, the patient complained of a _ 
q | great ftiffniefs in the under jaw of that fide ; but 
I it did not increafe to fuch a degree as to pre- 
| Sis vent his being able to admit a table-fpoon into 
his mouth. It continued, however, for the 
: fpace of a week, and went of. If the operation 
tt ~*~ had been performed in any other part of the 
, | cranium, I fhould have been alarmed at the ftiff- 
nels 
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nefs of the jaw; but in this cafe, I attributed it 
to the inflamed and {welled ftate of mufcular 
fibres of the temporal mafcle; and the event. 


- fhewed, that as foon as a proper fuppuration 


had time to come on, the inflammation, and, of © 


-courfe, the fwelling, ceafed, and the ftiffnefs was 


at an end. : 

- Was this event the fooner brought about, 
from his having taken every night three grains. 
of opium, during the firft fortnight after the o- 
peration ? | 


VILL. 


The Hiftory of a Cafe of Hydrocephalus, fuccefsfully 
treated by the Ufe of Mercury. By Dr Alex- 
ander Eafon, Phyfician, Manchefter. 


WN the 12th of September 1781, I was de- 
fired to vifit John Norman, a child of 

two years and a quarter old. His mother in- 
formed me, he had been in an indifferent ftate 
of health for fome time paft; and that, during 
the three laft weeks, he had convulfive fits fo 
frequent, and often of an hour’s continuance, 
both by day and night, that fhe hourly expeé- 
| | X 4 ed 
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ed his death. I found him lying on a pillow, © 

_ fupported by his mother’s knees, quite ftupid ; 

: his eyes fometimes open, but more frequently 

\ half fhut; the pupils greatly dilated, and inca- 

i pable of direéting them to any objeé&t. Being 
unable to fupport his head, it fell to either fhoul- 
der, or behind, according to its inclination ; 
the fize nearly equalled that of an adult; the 
fontanelle open, the futures clofed, and I think 
the bones were thicker than ufual; the back 
part, of the head was very large, in proportion 
to the fore part. When he was moved, or held 
up, he was generally feized with a fit. A cough 
of fome months ftanding was now more trou- 
blefame, and refembled a convulfive one. His 
feet were cold, and frequently had an cedema- 

- tous appearance. His pulfe was quick, fmall, 
and irregular. He was greatly emaciated, and 
the very fmall quantity of food he took was fre. 

quently thrown up. 
From thefe fymptoms, I had very little doubt 
that his difeafe was an hydrocephalus internus, 
and no hopes of his recovery, under fuch cir- 
cumftances, could be entertained 
As the infant was in fo low a ftate, I thought 

‘+ it moft prudent to proceed by flow degrees in 

the 
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the ufe of mercurial medicines. At firft; he 
took a few grains of rhubarb, then one grain 
of calomel every night at bed-time, and ‘on the 
- fourth day, a few grains of rhubarb, as at firft. 

After an interval of two days, he took three grains 
of calomel. every night; but during the firft 
week his fymptoms. grew worfe; the parietal 
bones plainly appeared larger; the head mea- 

fured more in circumference, and the fits con- 
: tinued as ufual. He then took the calomel eve- 
ry night, with a tea-fpoonful of oxymel of {quills, 
twice or three times a-day. This gave him a- 
bout two ftools in twenty-four hours. No great 
alteration happened, till towards the end of the 
third week; from:that time the pupils of his 
eyes began to contract; he took notice of feve- 
ral objects, and eat rather more food, which was 
-feldomer thrown up. His water, when any 
could be faved, was of an amber colour, and let | 
iall a white fediment. His fits were not altoge- 
ther fo violent, nor fo frequent, and his head 
nieafured lefs in circumference. 

1 mentioned*this cafe from time to time to my 
friend Dr Percival, who fuggefted to me the 
advantages of mercurial frictions, along with 
the ufe of the calomel. As the infant was 

ftronger, 
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ftronger, and appearances more favourable, I 
ordered fifteen grains of the ftrong mercurial 
ointment to be rubbed in, three times every 
day, and that he fhould take the calomel at 
night as ufual. This anfwered beyond expec- 
tation, and his recovery was rapid. In about 
five or fix days, after the firft rubbing with the 


ointment, the mucus was difcharged from his — 


nofe, which, from the commencement of his 
ilinefs, had been entirely dry. His urine was 
more in quantity, ftill letting fall a white fedi- 
ment; he could hold his head in an ereé& po- 
fture, during the fifth week; and his fits, gra- 
dually declining, on the 2oth Odober entirely 
ceafed, except a flight return on the evening of 
the 24th. 

Towards the end of Odtober, he could walk 
with help, and now walks by himfelf; is lively ; 
his complexion is clear; gains ftrength and 
flefh daily ; eats moderately ; the fontanelle al- 


— moft clofed; fleeps found, and his head much 


reduced in fize, in fo much that fome of his 
night-caps, which were too fmall, and even thofe 
of his younger brother, flip on with eafe. He 
continued the ufe of his medicines for fome 
time, as he found no inconvenience from them, 
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for the mercury never affe€ted his mouth,. fali- 
vary glands, or bowels, which have been in a 
proper ftate, and his urine without any white 


fediment. At prefent, he takes a fingle grain 


of calomel every fecond night, which I propofe 


to continue for fome time longer. 


 Hiftories of two Cafes: The Difcharge of a large 


calcareous Concretion, and the Extraction of the 
Bones of a Fetus by the Rectum. By Dr Sa- 
muel Fitzgerald, Phy/ician at Mullingar. 


Lapy of rank in this neighbourhood, 

whofe name delicacy forbids to mention, 
had laboured for eighteen months under the 
moft excruciating torture and pains in the hy- 
pogaltric region, particularly towards the back 
and os facrum. For the laft three months of 
her illnefs, fhe was fo reduced for want of food 
and fleep, that fhe could not leave her bed, ex-_ 


cept when taken up to the tepid baths, in which 


only fhe enjoyed any tolerable degree of eafe. 


In fhort, life now had become a burden, and 


death defirable to her and all around her. In 
| | this 
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this deplorable fituation, upon the difcharge of 
an emollient anodyne glyfter, fhe fortunately 
with it paffed from the reé&tum a large hard ball 
of an oval figure, exceeding in fize an ordinary 
orange, and fo folid: that nothing lefs than the 
ftroke of a hammer could break it. It was of 
a dark cinneritious colour, and of a calcareous 
quality in fubftance, weighing eight ounces and 
three drams. A total liberation from pain imme-. 
diately followed its expulfion, and, in a very fhort 
time, the heétic and other alarming fymptoms 
vanifhed, and the lady is now perfeétly re-efta- 
blithed in health. 


The other cafe is that of Mary Dardis, a na- 
tive of this town, who, on the firft day of June, 
f | after the ufual term of geftation, viz. nine 

months from her fecond marriage, was taken ill 
of labour-pains ; but thefe being rather tedious, 
and cold, as the midwife termed it, I was fent 
for; and, upon examining the ftate of the ute- 
rus, I could not poffibly find its orifice, though, 
at the fame time, I clearly perceived a round 
hard bulk through’the teguments, which I con- 
cluded was the head. In this fituation, I defi- — 
red fhe might be properly fupported, and pati- 
ently 
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ently wait the increafe of more efficacious pains, 
and then to apprife me of it. For three days I 
heard nothing from her, and then calling at her 
placé of refidence, I found her engaged at her 
ordinary bufinefs, quite well, but uneafy at not 
having been delivered. _ I told her the right time 
‘was not yet come; that when it did, all would - 
be well, and not to fret herfelf on that account. 

On the 1oth of February next enfuing, being. 
nine months and ten days, her hufband, at mid- — 
night, called upon me, to. let me know fhe was 
in high labour. Curiofity, as well as humanity, 
induced me to vifit her; and, to my great fur- 
prife, the firft obje& that prefented to the touch 
was the foot and leg of the fkeleton hanging — 
forth from the rectum. This, by merely hand- 
ling it, readily feparated at the articulation of 
the knee; and, as no entrance to the womb 
through the vagina was yet to be found, I was 
teduced to the painful neceflity of extracting the 
entire fkeleton, bone after bone, through the 
anus. This loathfome manceuvre continued for 
the beft part of three fucceflive days; for the 
intolerable ftench, and difficult accefs, were fo | 
great, that I could not bear it longer than an hour 
at any one time. I fuppole the obliquity of the 

womb’s 
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-womb’s elevation was the caufe of this very pre+ 
| | pofterous birth, that its orifice had reached that 
part of the re€tum through which the heel of 
the fkeleton muft have gradually found its paf- 
fage; for fhe had uninterrupted pains in the 
lower part of her back during the laft three 
months, which fhe called a dry colic. By clean- 
fing vulnerary injeCtions, and a liberal ufe of the 
Peruvian bark, the woman is reftored to health. 
Though this feems fcarce credible, yet it is lite- 
rally true, as may be attefted by a furgeon I 
was obliged to call in, to affift now and then in 
the delivery. 


The Hiftory of a Cafe of Hydrocephalus fuccefs sfully 
treated by Mercury. By Dr Aery, 
Phyfician, Whitehaven. 


ANUARY 4. 1780, I was called to Mr olin, 
oe aged nine years, of rather a pale complexion 
and relaxed habit. He had been feized, a week | 
before, with an acute pain of the whole head; the _| 
teguments of it were fore to the touch; he com- 
plained of naufea, anorexia, erratic pains of the 
extremities and fide; thirft in the afternoon; 
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tongue clear; pulfe rather frequent. I gave hima 
cathartic, an emetic,and one dofe of the pulvis fu- 
dorificus of the Edinburgh Pharmacopeea ;_ bli- 


. fters behind the ears were kept open with the mild 
_ epifpaftic ointment of the Edinburgh Pharmaco- 


poea; and, in the interval of the evacuations, 
the faline mixture, with volatile fal ammoniac 
impregnated with lemon-juice, and drops of an- 
timonial wine and thebaic tincture ; afterwards 


_ drops of dulcified fpirit of nitre, which were fol- 
_. lowed by an infufion of bark with valerian, a fo- 


lution of corrofive fublimate mercury, and vola- 
tile tin€ture of guaiac, without any apparent ef- 
fe&t, although given in large dofes, excepting 
that the anorexia left him after the emetic, which 
operated but little. eae 

2oth, Light painful to the eyes, the pupil of 
the eyes much dilated, ftrabifmus, and-cannot 


- diftinguith capital letters in print; double vifion ; 


{peaks very unufually flow; ftupor, and will not 
rife out of bed; louks as full as ufual in the 
face, but the extremities are confiderably ema- 
ciated ; appetite good, or eats food greedily, 
and fleeps well; little thirft; abdomen rather | 
tenfe and hard; ftools and pulfe regular. | 


a7th, 
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27th, Symptoms much the fame. Mr Hae 
milton, an ingenious furgeon and apothecary, 
who attended this patient with me, now afked 
me, ‘If I did not think the difeafe to be the 
hydrocephalus internus?”’ I anfwered in the 
affirmative, and that I propofed to put him un- 


der a courfe of mercury, as recommended by | 


Drs Dobfon and Percival, and alfo as I had for 
many years found mercury ufeful when given as 
an aperient and deobftruent in dropfies. 

February 1. he began with taking a grain of 
calomel every night at bed-time, and with ha- 
ving’a fcruple of ftrong mercurial ointment rub- 
bed upon his legs, which were afterwards co- 
vered with a flannel; the regimen ufual to raife 
a gentle falivation, was alfo directed. 

10th, Pain of head increafed. 

11th, Vomiting came on laft night, and con- 
tinues, but foon {topped with taking the faline 
mixture with thebaic tin@ure; complained of his 
tongue being yery fore; I found it with a little 
aphthous rednefs round the fides of it, but no 
fpitting. 

22d, Said he was better for the firft time. 

24th, Sat up, and could read {mall print, and 
continues well at this time. 

From 
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_ From February 1. to March 8. he took ca- 
Jomel. gr. xlii. and wed of ung. ccerul. fort. 
unc. iii. & fcrup. iv. without producing any fali- 
vation, or any apparent evacuation, excepting 
the night and day that he vomited alittle. In 
Dr Dobfon’s and Percival’s cafes, the mercury 
falivated. It is, however, a well known faé, 
that, in the lues venerea, we are fometimes dif- 
appointed in raifing a falivation, but not from 
thence in the cure of the difeafe, only a greater 
quantity of mercury is in general neceflary, as 
directed by Dr Aftruc. "Why may not mercury 
fometimes cure this difeafe, without falivating, 
as well as it does the lues venerea? and may it 
not here have performed the cure, by opening 
the obftructed mouths of the abforbent veffels, 
and fo rendering them capable again of abforb- 
ing the extravafated water? 
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| XI. 
‘ Obfervations and E xperiments on the Effects of dif- 
ferent Anthelmintics applied to Earth-worms, 


communicated to Dr Duncan in a Letter from 
Dr Thomas Fowler, Phy/ician at Stafford. 


HEN I had the honour of being an or- 
dinary member of the Royal Medical 
Society of Edinburgh, and it came to my turn 

to write papers for the Society, the follow- 
ing queftion was afligned me, at my own re- 
queft, as a fubjeét for one of them, viz. What 
verinifuges are the moft eligible from their ef- 
fe&ts on earth-worms? In confequence of this, 
I made a great number of experiments on earth- 
worms, and made them the bafis of a paper 
which was circulated, read, and debated upon, 
in due courle, agreeable to the rules of the So- 
ciety. 

Since that time, from a confideration of the 
frequent occurrence of worms as a caufe of dif- 
eafe, and the great difficulty we often find in our 
attempts to erddicate them, I have been led to 

hope, that, by a repetition of the experiments, 
in order to render the effects more accurate, I 
might 
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might fuggeft fome practical hints to the Faculty 
by their publication. For this purpofe, I have 
made a confiderable additional number of expe- 
riments with moft of the fame vermifuges be- 


fore employed, and have contracted the refult 


of the whole into 2 concife tabular view, by 
which means their obvious effects and compa- 
rative merits will be much ‘more readily exami- 


ned and underftood. Moreover, in order to 
bring this paper within the compafs of an article 


not too large for admiflion into your ufeful Me- 
dical Commentaries, I have left out the greateft 
part of my former introduction, and have en- 
tirely omitted the medical remarks upon all the 
experiments, excepting two, leaving it to the 
Gentlemen of the Faculty to draw their own 
conclufions from the facts. 

I fhould have been glad to have made expe- 
riments on human worms, but that was impof- 
fible; for if a fufficient number could have been 
obtained alive, on being removed from their 
natural habitation in the human body, and ex- 
pofed to the open air, the whole of them would 
almoft immediately have died. | 

Earth-worms, it is true, are of a different 
{pecies from the human or inteftinal, as they are — 
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called by Linnzeus; but that author includes 
both with propriety under the fame genus; and | 
_ if we’examine them attentively, they feem to 
have properties enough in common for a fet of 
analogical experiments, I fhould have been ve-- 
ry glad to have made fome trials with the me- 
chanical vermifuges, fuch as the rough filings of 
fteel arid tin, de. but found it was not eafy to 
be done, for the worms almoft immediately af- 
ter thefe fubftances were applied to them, would 
lie ftill and not appear at all difturbed, unlefs 
they were purpofely put in motion, and thereby | 
made to feel the ftimulus of the angular par- 
ticles of thefe fubftances ; hence no certain con- 
clufions could poflibly be drawn from effects fo 
contingent. Moreover, calomel and ethiops 
mineral (efpecially the former, which is perhaps 
the moft powerful vermifuge we are pofleffed 
of ) being neither foluble nor readily fufpended 
_ “jn any aqueous menftruum or vehicle, could 
not eafily be tried.: I own, however, that many 
more experiments might have been made fimi- 
lar to thofe 1 had already accomplifhed, but my _ 
-. other avocationsdid not render it convenient ta 
proceed... I acknowledge alfa, that thofe which 
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Thave made are not without errors, but I hope 
there are noné that are material. 


The ufe of the following table, I apprehend, 
will be fo obvious to the ane, as to nace wary 
little explanation. 
The firft column contains the of 
the feveral vermifuges. 

The fecond exhibits the number of experi. 
ments’made with each. . 

The third contains ati account how the worms 


were affeéted, on being immerfed in ao feve- 


tal fluids and compofitions. 

The fourth fhews in what length of time the 
worms became motionlefs in the vermifuges of 
the more active kind; but in thofe of the lefs 
active kind, that circumftance was much more 
difficult to be afcertained, from the greater 
length of time requifite, and therefore was o- 


’ mitted: As it was alfo in expreffed oils, in which. 


they could not exert their motions in propor- 


- tion to the ftimulating powers poffeffed by fome 


of thofe oils, on account of their vifcidity. 
The fifth fhews in what length of time the 


_ ‘worms were found dead, taking the fhorteft 
_ and the longeft period in the collective number 
_ of experiments to each article. It is almoft fu- 
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perfluous to add, that the letters D. H. and M. 
in the two laft columns, are the initials of days, 
hours and minutes. | | 

One half of the experiments were made with 
the conduit or foft fountain-water of Edinburgh, 
the other half with frefh rain-water. The firft 
clafs of experiments were made upon thefe wa- 
ters, as the vehicles of moft of the following ar- 
ticles, as exhibited in the beginning of the ta- 
ble. This was done, in order that we might 
make a proper allowance for the influence of 
water in killing earth-worms, independently of 
the medicinal qualities of the feveral vermifuges. 
The worms ufed. in the experiments weighed 
from two {cruples to fix ; but thofe were gene- 
rally preferred, which weighed from three f{cru- 
ples to five. They were feldom ufed, till they 
had been purged one, two, or three weeks in 
mofs ; for it was obfervable, that they would die 
much fooner under any experiment, if ufed juft 
taken from the ground, and confequently full 
of earth. In order to know, with more certain- 
ty, when the worms were dead, (one being ufed 
to. every experiment), they were, from time to 
time, taken out of their feveral vermifuges in 
open phials, laid upon a plate, and prefled with 
the 
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the blunt end of a probe, till they ceafed to 
move diftinétly on being preffled. Some means 
of this fort was neceflary, fince almoft all the 
reptile race of animals are fo tenaceous of life, 
that in many circumftances it is difficult'to fay, 
_ whether they are really dead or not. 
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MEDICAL 
From obferving the efficacy of common falt 


in deftroying worms, beyond that of Glauber’s, 


in the preceding experiments, I have feveral 
times directed the former to be exhibited in 
glyfters, in fome ftrongly marked cafes of afca- 


rides, and it has generally ina few minutes, a 


quarter, or half an hour, brought away a con- | 
fiderable number of thofe animals, with relief. 


_ And from remarking the fuperior effe&ts of the | 


oleum camphoratum, to thofe of the fimple ex- 
preffed oils, in the fame experiments, I was led 
to prefcribe the following glyfter in adults, in 


the fame fort of cafes, and have found it a more 
efficacious remedy againft the violent itching 
and other painful fymptoms of the anus, than 
any I had ever yet met with. It generally gives 


fome immediate eafe; ftays all night, without 


any inconvenience; comes away in the morn- 


ing, fometimes with a natural ftool, fometimés 


without; feldom brings away any live animals, 
but fometimes dead ones, or a vifcid’and flimy 


matter. I am inclined to think the glyfters 
might be exhibited in double quantity, without 
inconvenience, if found neceflary; but I have 
not: yet tried it. 
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R. Camphorz dr. i. olei olivarum ii. unc. M. 
ut fiat folutio pro enemate, hora decubitus om- 
ni noéte ad tertiam vicem injiciendo. Deinde 
repetatur enema alternis noétibus ad. quartam 
vicem, fi opus fuerit. 7 


Obfervations on the Plague, Quarantines, &c. in 


a Letter from Dr Matthew Guthrie, Phyfcian 
at St Peterfburgh, to Dr Duncan. 


OME time ago, I did myfelf the pleafure to 
1 fend you a fmall bag of the rhododendron 
chryfanthum, from the mountains of Siberia, 
to make. trial of in your Difpenfary, in gouty 
and rheumatic cafes, which I fee has been re- 
ceived, by your inferting an extract of my Iet- 
ter in the Medical Commentaries. I fhould be 
much pleafed to fee the refult of fuch experi- 
ments, either in the fame ufeful publication, or 
by private communication, providing your many 
important occupations fhould admit of a fpare 
hour. | 
In the mean time, I fhall take the liberty to 
tranfmit to you fome remarks upon quarantines, 
and 
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and the plague, which I have had an opport- 
nity of collecting at the Ruffian army in parti- 
cular, and in this country in general, which has 
been fo feverely vifited with this fcourge of man- 
kind fome years ago. I had long entertained 
an opinion, that the term of quarantine, as efta- 
blifhed in the feveral countries of Europe, was 
unneceflarily long, and that from this circum- 
ftance it defeated, in a manner, its own end 3 
_but | was much confirmed in my way of think- 
ing, by finding men of the greateft praétice and. 
experience,. whom I confulted on the fubjec at 
the army in 1772, (where I had been carried 
‘by profeffional duty), of the fame opinion. — 
However, even thus emboldened to fpeak, I do 
not believe I fhould have had courage to make ~ 
an attack on laws that have had the fanétion of 
. ages, if I had not the authority of the great 
Cullen on my fide, who has exprefled fimi- 
lar fentiments, in his new publication, Firft 
Lines of the Practice of Phyfic; and I fhall 
therefore cover my remarks with the paflage 
alluded to, when treating of the plague. He 
expreffes himfelf thus : 
_. © With refpect to quarantines, we are per- 
-§ fuaded, that the quarantine of perfons may 
fafely 
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*¢ fafely be much lefs than forty days; and “if 
‘¢ this was allowed, the execution of them would 
‘be more exact and certain, and the tempta- 
*¢ tion to break them would be in a great mea- 
fure avoided.” 

Chance threw in my way an excellent oppor~ 
_ tunity of examining into the merits of this opi- 
nion, by confulting the Phyficians and Surgeons 
of the Ruffian army, lying in the conquered 
Turkifh provinces of Moldavia and Walachia, 
where the plague ever obtained more or lefs 
during the whole war, and at the beginning ra- 
ged with deftructive violence; and on addref- 
fing myfelf to Baron Afh, Phyfician-general, I 
had an anfwer that met my ideas on the fub- 
ject. 

I fuggefted to him a doubt of the pofibility, 
that the very active contagion of the plague 
could remain fo long latent in the body as the 
quarantine of perfons feemed to imply, and that 
it appeared to me to be founded on an imper- 
fed knowledge of the difeafe, drawn from a pe- 

riod of ignorance, or of general confternation 
and terror. | : 

His anfwer was, that he did not think it nol. 
fible that the contagious matter of this violent 

difeafe 
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difeafe could lurk longer in the body than four- — 
teen days, without declaring itfelf on or before 
that period ; but that, from his own obfervation 
and experience, he could not take it upon him 
to fay that it could be concealed fo long. Such 
were likewHfe the anfwers I received from the 
other medical gentlemen whom I confulted up- 
on the fubjec&t. Some gave a little more lati- 
tude, and fome lefs, (as it can only be a matter 
of opinion), but none exceeded fourteen days, 
and few came up to it. 

The difficulty of afcertaining the exa& time 
when the infe@tion is received, and confequently 
the interval that takes place before the attack of 
the peftilential fever, muft appear upon the face 
of the cafe, except experiments were to be made 
on purpofe, which is fcarcely to be expected. 
However, the intrepidity of a fingle man has 
thrown fome light upon the matter. 

This was Mathias Degio, one of the furgeons" 
of the hofpital at Buchareft, a building appro- 
priated to the cure of the plague in the Ruffian 
army. He, perceiving the gentlemen of his 
profeffion condemned, ina manner, to death, 
if pun€tual in their duty, had the refolution to 
indculate himfelf for the plague, in the full con- 

fidence 
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fidence of its efficacy, and ever afterwards found 
himfelf invulnerable, whilft his companions a- 
round him were falling victims ‘to its fury. 


. He produced the difeafe, by inferting with 


the point of a lancet, under the epidermis of his 
arm, matter from a peftiferous abfcefs, and fol- 
lowed the cold regimen obferved in the {mall 
pox, as he had imitated its mode of inoculation, 
On the fourth day of the punéture the fever de- 
clared itfelf, and he being perfeétly devoid of 
fear, got through the difeafe, without feeling 
more inconveniency than if it had really been 
that which he imitated. He drank freely of 


cold water, with vinegar, or a little wine, and © 


kept generally out of doors. This beverage 
was the only remedy that had the appearance 
of medicine, which he had recourfe to; and he 
relied for the reft on air and Providence. Now 
this cafe feems to point out the fourth day after 
iniertion, as the period that the difeafe fhews it- 
felf; however, it is a pity that this fact refts up- 
on one experiment. I have made alfo particu. 
lar enquiries concerning the plague and quaran- 
tines amongft my profeflional brethren, that 
furvived the deftruction of the faculty at Mofcow; 
and I am inclined to think, from the whole of 

their 
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their information, that this dangerous difeafe 
finds entrance into countries either by means of 
goods, or by men purchafing the connivance of 
quarantine guards, to pafs at an early period, 
without having undergone fufficient purifica- 
tion, with the very garb that they wore in the 
infected kingdom, and. probably with other pro- 
perty concealed in their pockets, and about their 
perfons ; for here I fuppofe the real danger lies, - 
as inanimate matter may conceal contagion for 
a length of time, without any criterion to judge 
of its prefence; and I am told this accident has 
fometimes happened in this country, from the 
natural impatience of men on the profpeé of fo 
long a reftraint, hazarding every thing, and la- 
vifhing their money to elude it. Now, it is pro- 
bable, that inftead of the diftant period of forty 
days, (diftant indeed to a man returning to his 
friends and country, after a long journey and 
abfence), if the duration of purification was re- 
duced to three weeks, and made more effec- 
tual by bathing and well cleaning the body with 
foap and water, fo as to remove every adhering 
‘particle, and afterwards dreffing them in clean 
clothes, that had never run the rifk of infection, 
*inftead of the inadequate and ineffectual cere- 
mony 
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mony of fmoaking. Whilft all forts of perfonal 
property fhould remain to be aired and purified 
with the other goods, except money, which might 
undergo the operation of fcrubbing with its pof- 
feffor, before being allowed to circulate through | 

the hands of the public. I fay, that with thefe 
precautions, I am convinced in my own mind, 
that the quarantine of perfons might be much — 
fhortened, without danger to the ftate; nay, 
that the danger would be much leffened, by 
fuch alteration in the law, from the temptation 
to break it being in a great meafure removed ; 


‘but that government, at the fame time, cannot 


be too careful in airing and purifying goods, 
and even perfonal property; although | fhould 
think that this alfo might be effected in lefs 
time, as it probably depends more upon the 
means employed, and the frequently prefenting 
of different furfaces to the air, than in the du- 
ration of fuch labour. 1 fufped that religious 


fuperftition has had fome fhare in pointing out 


exactly forty days. - 
I fhall now give you what particulars J learn- 


_ ed with regard to the plague, from the medical 
_ gentlemen at the Ruffian army, and fram other 


practitioners well verfed i in the difeafe. 
Vor. VIII. Subflance 
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Subfance of Notes taken at the Russtan ARMY. 
Symptoms of the Plague. 

The Phyfician-general informed me, that on 
the attack of the difeafe, the patient was feized 
with a dull pain in the head, refembling the ef- 
feé& of phlogifton from charcoal *, accompanied 
with a fhivering and univerfal weaknefs, a bit- 
ter tafte in the mouth, naufea and a heavy in. 
flamed eye. Thefe fymptoms were fucceeded 
by a vomiting, and a bubo or bubos made their _ 
appearance in the inguinal or fubaxillary, and 
fometimes parotid glands, but always lower 
down than where the venereal bubos appear. 
After thofe glandular fwellings, there fometimes 
followed livid-coloured carbuncles on different 
parts of the body, even on the bubos themfelves; 
but it is remarked, that if the hands or feet 
were the feat of them, the patient feldom or ne- 
ver recovered. Dr Ath alfo obferved them to 


be 


** I have endeavoured to defcribe the effects of phlo- 
gifton from charcoal on the human body, in a etter ta 
Dr Prieftly, an extract of which is publifhed in the.69th- 
volume, I believe, of the Tranfactions of the Royal So- 


9 ¢iety; and have adjoined the mode of cure, as practifed 


Roflia, where the accident is very common, 
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be attended with the greatelt danger, when feat 
ed on the dorfal fpine. 

If medicine did not relieve the patient foon 
after this period, a delirium came on, attended 
with a fmall quick pulfe, and convulfions’ put 
an end to the patient’s life. Such were the 
principal fymptoms of the plague, in the hot cli- 
‘mate where the army lay. 

The mode of cure which they found the mot 
effectual, was beginning with a vomit on the ap- 
pearance of the firft fymptoms, and working it 
off with ‘acid drinks. If the naufea and bitter 
tafte in the mouth was not removed by the firft, 

they gave a fecond, and fometimes a third and 

- fourth ; nay, if the fymptoms were very urgent, 
they gave two or three in the fpace of twelve 
hours, as there is no time to be loft in this dif- 
eafe; for they did not find this fpecies of eva- 
cuation fubje& to the fame objections as brifk 
purges, which a man in the plague is unable to 
{upport ; nay, they are even dangerous, although 
he bears brifk vomits, and a repetition of them, 
when the nature of the cafe require it. The 
ftomach thus cleared, they gave the following 
powder every morning: K. Pulv. rhei eleét. 
flor. fulph. aa a fcrup. i. ipecac. gr. iii. M. f. 
puly. ; 
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pulv. ; and every hour, Camphor gr. ii. nite, 
pur. gr. vy. M. f. pulv.; and if coftive, a laxa- 
tive glyfter was adminiftered every evening, 
compofed of deco&. flor. chamomel. cum acet, 
vini, with or without foap, to circums 
ftances. 

The head, temples and bubos were 
ly bathed with warm vinegar, and the laft urged | 
to fuppuration, with emollient cataplafms; but 
in cafe they were found to baffle all attempts to 
bring them forward, they were then fcarified or 
extirpated, and the patient ordered to drink 
plentiful.of aq. calcis. Bark was given after 
_ evacuation, joined to the flor. fulph. in the 
proportion of one ounce of the firft to one 
dram of the fecond, divided into fixteen pow- 
ders, and taken in twenty-four hours. When — 
delirium came on, blifters were applied to the — 
legs and arms, and camphor given largely. 
Vegetable and mineral acids were indifcrimi- 
nately ufed; but they found the vegetable to 
remain upon the ftomach fometimes, when the 
mineral was thrown up; and of the latter, they 
preferred the vitriolic. They gave acidulated 
drinks in quantity through the whole difeafe, | 
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nnd the food’ confited of acidulated water- 
gruel, and fruit when they could procure arty. 

The ait of the room was kept charged ds 
mtich as poffible with acetous vapours ; and the 
Doétor concluded this outline of their mode of 
cure, by remarking, that while the bitter tafte 

continued, there was mune hopes of the difeafe 
abating. 

The other medical gentlemeri agreed fo clofe- 

ly in their accounts with their chief, that I have 
thrown the whole into one nafration. 
_ Since my return to Peterfburg, I have got 
fome information from gentlemen, who ferved 
all the laft war in the plague hofpitals, but whom 
I did not meet with at the head quarters (Jaffy) 
during my refidence there. 

One of thofe gentlemen, Mr George Smyth, 
furgeon-major of the Imperial Land cadet-corps 
of Nobles, to which I am Phyfician, is a rare in- 
ftance of a man furviving two different attacks 
of the plague, with all its characteriftic fymp- 
toms, fuch as bubos, carbuncles, &’c. and for 
this reafon, his’ account muft be interefting. 
~The method of cure that twice faved Mr Smyth’s 
life, and what he ufed to his patients, during 
hear five years that he was employed | in treat- 

ing 
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| ing this difeate, was beginning with a {trong ‘vO 


mit, compofed of pulv. ipecac. dr. ff. tart. eme- 
tic. gr. i. tart. vitriolat. fcrup. i. M: f, pulv. This 


_ was taken for a dofe, and repeated once or 


twice, as the cafe required, during the firft two 
days, and, in the intervals, was given an opening — 
ptifan of fruct tamerendor, and manna, to prevent 
conftipation. When thefe evacuations had been 
made for a couple of days, or fooner, if the 
fymptoms were urgent, he gave the bark in 
quantity, joined to the flour of fulphur, without 
lofing time, (as he expreffed it), with camphor 
and nitre. The reft of his praétice agreed fo 
exactly with what is given above, that I fhall 
only add fome remarks he made upon the dif- 
eale. 

He obferved, that the carbuncles are a more 
advanced fymptom of the plague than the bu- 
bos, and a fign of the peftiferous virus being in 
a more attive and malignant ftate; and as for 
the petechiz that fometimes appear towards the 


_ end of the difeafe, they are regarded as a mark 


of the higheft poffible degree of malignity, and 


as heralds of approaching death. However, 


this is a fymptom that we-are accuftomed to fee : 


¢ in putrid difeafes of inferior note, where | be- 
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_ lieve bubos and carbuncles would alarm a prac- 
titioner much more. He alfo obferved with Dr 
- Ath, and the other gentlemen at the army, that 
the -peftiferous bubo is particularly marked by 
its fituation from thofe that appear in other dif- 
_ eafes, and is perhaps the fureft method of di« 
ftinguifhing the plague in fome cafes from the 
putrid malignant fever in. its worft afpect in 
warm climates; although it mult be allowed, 
that the plague fometimes appears without this 
charatterifti¢ mark ; and then the Phyfician can 
only judge from the violence and rapid progrefs 
of the fymptoms. He alfo faid, he had feen 
* men in apparent good health, inftantaneoufly 
drop down, as if fhot with a mufket-ball, by the 
fudden aétion of the peftiferous miafma, and 
upon duty again in twenty-four hours, perfeé- 
ly recovered by the operation of a ftrong vo- 
mit: This looks as if the contagious matter 
exifted in a very loofe ftate in the firft pallages, 
the beginning of the difeafe. 

The Surgeon-major of the Imperial Convent 
of Noble Ladies, is alfo a veteran army-furgeon, 
and made'a few additional remarks to me upon 
the difeafe. He faid, that the carbuncles which 


he had feen in that divifion of the army where 


he 
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_ he ferved, were of two fizes; one as big as 4 
pigeon’s egg, and the other fomething {maller ; 
thicy likewife had the form of an egg, cut longitu- 
dinally, with the flat furface applied to the bo- 

“dy. They are attended with more or lefs dan- 

ger, according to their colour, red, or livid; 

the ‘laft is ‘more ‘dangerous than the firft; but 
ficither the one ‘nor the other is attended with 
fo ‘much, if'they fuppurate, as when dry. That 
there 'is‘a line moft diftin@ly drawn between 
the plague and malignant fever, by the impe- 
tudfity and violence of the fymptoms, when 
even no bubos appear; for he fays, the patient 
will be in perfeé& health in the evening, and in 
the morning you find the nervous fyftem, in 
fuch a‘ftate of ‘debility and diforder, that with 
difficulty you can ‘get anfwers to the neceflary 
rhédical queftions. 

‘His own practice, and that of the hofpita which 
lie attended, ‘confifted in giving a cold turbid in- 
fufion of the bark in vinegar in large dofes of two 
drains (fubftance) every two hours, as foon as 
the firft' paffages were cleared ; and he feldom 

‘Gave purges, except when the-vomit did not 
procure a ftool, which was ipecacuaritia in fub- 
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» You will obferve, that thofe. gentlemen lay a 
firefs upon diftinguithing the plague from the 
wort fort of malignant fever in hot countries 5 
and it is not without reafon, as bad confequences 
have attended confounding of them on the 
breaking out of the plague. I am credibly in- 
formed, that the great havock made in Mofcow 
was principally owing to this circumftance ; for 
it obtained fome time before difcovered by 
gentlemen unacquainted with the difeafe, and 
before they would acknowledge its exiftence, 
although fome veteran army practitioners recog- 
nized its appearance, under one of its forms, 
and endeavoured to alarm their — but 
in vain for..a time. 

As an appendix to thefe few outlines of the 
Roflian’ plague, I fhall give fome paflages of a 
fpeech that I heard Baron Afh deliver laft yearg, 
on being eleéted'a member of our Imperial Aca- 
_ demy of Sciences, as it falls into my fubjeé. 
This harangue was on the advantages that {ci- 
ence in general, and medicine in a. have 
acquired from war. 

He faid, that at the Ruffian army laft wat, 
the medical -gentlemen had, by long obferva- 
tion, and repeated experiment, afcertained, that 

| the 
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the plague does not depend upon any partcolee 
conftitution of the air, but is communicated 
only by contact; and they had repeatedly fuc- 

- ceeded in fuppreffing it in different: divifions of 
the army, by the immediate feparation of the 
infe&ted with their attendants, and burning 
every thing belonging to pre or that they had 
touched. 

That they found the greateft isinaiag ac- 
crue to the army, from keeping the foldiers in 
ignorance of its exiftence, till fuppreffed; for, 
by this means, they preferved their peace of 
mind, and health of body; and they found an 
exact military difcipline, the beft prefervative 

—againft the difeafe. For the cure of thofe 
fected, they found the cold regimen, a free cir- 
culation of air, vegetable and mineral acids, 
tpecacuanha, rhubarb and bark, to be the pro- 
pereft remedies. That to purify the air in hof- 

| pitals ‘appropriated for their reception, gun- 

powder was found moft efficacious, probably | 
from the commotion given to the.air in explo- 
fion, over and above its aétion in common with 
other fumes. | 
refift infeGtion, courage and of 
mind is neceflary, as confternation and. terror 
feem 
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feem to prepare the body for the | pomyues 

the difeafe. 
In heated rooms, the difeafe is ungovern- 
able ; it is only in free air that it is to be treat- 

ed. 

_ The Baron then faid a great deal in favour 
of inoculation of the plague, in cafes of dan- 
ger from infeétion, and fupported his opinion 
with the cafe of Mathias Degio given above ; 
and the analogy that has been obferved between — 
the plague, fmall-pox, and the contagious dif- 
eafe that fo often attacks horned cattle, a fpecies 
of animals fo neceffary to agriculture, and the 
general ufe of. man; he faid, that a number of 
enlightened men had endeavoured to find a re- 
medy for thefe different evils, and that they had 

as yet found nothing’ to anfwer equal to inocu- 
lation ; and mentioned a fet of fortunate expe- 
riments made laft year by Mr Schumacher, in 
different parts of the dutchy of Mecklenburg, 
to inoculate horned cattle for the contagious 
difeafe fo fatal to them, which are well worth 
the attention of the public, and to be found in 

_ atreatife, written in the German language, and 
_ publifhed at Berlin 1779, in 8vo, entitled, “ A 

Method of. ftopping the direQly on 
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© the Appearance of the Difeafe amongft horn- 
“ed Cattle, illuftrated by Experiments and 
. And fome time before, the late learned Pro- 
feffor Erxleben of Gottingen, had alfo publifhed 
another upon this fubje&t, in German, at Got- 
tingen, entitled, ‘“* The Art of curing the Dif- 
cafes of Cattle.” Gottingen 1771. 8vo. 
Such, good Sir, is the information I have 
beeti able to obtain in this country, of a difeafe 
that Providence has been. pleafed to keep at a 
diftance from ours, for a number of years ; and 
that very reafon, is the only one { fhall offer for 
fending it, as Phyficians, like other natural phi- 
lofophers, require a number of well attefted 
faéts, to form opinions upon thofe your good 
fortune has denied you at home on this fubjeét ; 
and confequently, I prefume they muft be ac- 
ceptable from abroad. And if my Ruffian news 
can give you any fatisfaction, I fhall take a plea- 
fure in communicating them, when opportunity 
offers, in return for the real advantages | reap 
from the perufal of your ufeful Commentaries, 
which are particularly fo to us, who live abroad,. 
and are, at the fame time, anxious to know 
| what 
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what paffes at home in the line of your profef- 
fion. 


P. §. There'is a corious which I recol- 
le& in the Baron’s fpeech; and as it poffibly 
may not be generally known in Great Britain, 
I-fhall mention here: “ That the Surgeons of 
*¢ the Pruffian army laft war, have difcovered 
‘© applications with cold water, to be the moft 
*¢ effe&tual remedy in violent concuffions of 
the brain.”” This application, I have repeat 
edly ufed with fuccefs. 

_ This fpeech will be printed, I fuppofe, in the 
aéts of the Academy, according to cuftom, as 
the harangue of a new member, | 


ECT. 


> 
‘ 
7 
: 
| 
&e 
i 
& 


34 MEDIC 


SE 
Medical News. 


TAR FitzPATRICK of Dublin, in a letter to 
. Dr Duncan, gives the following remark- 
able inftance of convulfive affections in two- 
young ladies, being induced ftom a very un- 
‘common caufe : 
_ © T was called to a Mrs Bolger, in Ship- — 
ftreet, in the year 1779, who was violently at- 
tacked with a nervous colic. Its violence was 
fo great as to equal, by her own defcription, 
the pains of labour, but of much longer dura- 
tion, being completely remittent; for fhe was — 
fcarce éver free from pain for two days; but at 
times, the paroxyfms were fo fevere, as to ren- 
der it difficult to keep her in bed. 
Having 
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_ Having occafion. to vifit two young ladies of 
the name of Noy, about two hundred yards 
from Mr Bolger’ $ houfe, who were then highly 
feverith, and in the eruptive tage of the meatles ; 
immediately on. entering their. -chamber, at- 
tempted to feel one of the young ladies pulfe, 
when fhe {cteamed out, and faid fhe got a vio- 
— lent pain, on which I let her. hand loofe, and 
went to the other fide of the bed, (imaging 
~ fhe was joking), to feel the other lady’s pulfe; 
and by the time 1 was on the other fide, and 
_ feeling the fifter’s pulfe, the firft lady was com- 
pletely convulfed, and the fecond cried out in 
the fame manner. Their limbs were drawn up, | 
and their arms diftorted, hands'clinched, &c. 
~ But the fecond lady’s attack was very trifling, 
when compared to that of the lady’s whofe pulfe 
J firft felt; for the fecond lady rather joked on 
the matter, after four or five minutes; whereas - 
the firft was fo ill, and her limbs fo convulfed 
for near an hour, as to render it neceflary to 
hold them, and to adminifter affafcetid, vale- 
rian, and fome thebaic tinéture, before the parts 
were quieted ; from which time, there never was 
any fimilar attack, nor did it ever i Seppe be- 
fore. 

The 
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The following conje€ture may perhaps af- 


ford: fome explanation of this affec- 


tion. 
- fuppofe, that a redundance of eleétrical fuid, 
or animal fpirit, was irregularly circulating in 
Mrs Bolger, and that 1 became the conductor 
of that fluid, being, as it were, infulated on dry 
or parched flags, which continue) all the way 
from Mrs Bolger’s to Mifs Noys; and that fo 
foon as I arrived there, and had applied my fin- 
ger to the lady’s wrift, that the was immediate 
ly affected; but that on going to the other fide 
of the bed, the matter was likewife conveyed, 
but not fo ftrong, as it was in fome meafure ex- 
haufted in the touch of the firft lady, I have 
heard, that the application of live pigeons to 
the navel of children labouring under convul- 
five complaints of the bowels, has relieved 
_ them, and that the pigeons have inftantly be- 
come convulfed; but.it is neceflary to remove 
_ the feathers from the part of the pigeon that ig 
to be applied: 1 fuppofe becaufe feathers are 
non-conductors. If this be a fact, may we not 
fuppofe, that the redundant ele@ric fluid, or ar 
nimal fpirit, is conveyed to the pigeon, and fo. 
caufes the convulfed motion in him, whilft the 
infant 
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infant is freed from the diforder? And may not 
this be an ufeful hint to Phyficians, in refpec& 
to cautioning them againft what I was guilty of? _ 
Or might not the eruptive ftage of the meafles 
difpofe the Mifs Noys to be affected, as we 
fometimes obferve a fimiliar fymptom ‘in the e- 
ruption of the {mall pox? Or might not the ge- 
neral {rritability, heightened by the fever, dif- 
pofe them to be attacked ?”’ | 
Dr Pearfon, Phyfician at Doncafter, in a let- 
ter to Dr Duncan, gives the following account 
of the refult of a number of experiments which 
he has made on the air contained in the Bux- 
ton waters. Although we have reafon to hope 
that Dr Pearfon may foon publifh the ex- | 
periments themfelves, yet ‘as his fentiments 
are very different from the opinions which 
have hitherto been entertained on that fubjed, 
the following fhort view may in the mean time 
be of fome ufe, both in gratifying curiofity, and 
in prompting others to exert-their induftry on | 
the fame fubject. 
_ From ‘the fpaces between the pavement of 
the floor of the bath at Buxton, through which: 
the water {prings into the bath, a vapour or air is 
Vox. VIII. Aa feen 
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feen pretty frequently to arife in bubbles of a 
larger or {maller fize, and in a larger or fmaller 
number, that pafs immediately through the 
body of water to the furface, and there burft 
and efcape. 

Thefe bubbles of : air may be colleéted in great | 
quantities, by placing inverted bottles and fun- 
nels full of water, and immerfed in the bath, 
over the parts of the floor of the bath where 
they are apt to arife. 

The air fo collected has the following amongft 
other properties : 

1. If to two meafures of this air be added one 

meafure of nitrous air, there will be no colour, 

turbid appearance, or heat produced by fuch 

mixture; nor any diminution take place imme- 

diately or by ftanding together, 

2. It is fatal to animals the inftant they 
breathe in it. 

3. It extinguifhes flame immediately. 

4. It will not combine with water or with 
cauftic ley, although the combination be affifted 
by heat and agitation. __ 

5- It does not difturb the tranfparency o 
lime-water. 

6. Vegetables 
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6. Vegetables dive in greater health and vi- 
pour, and grow more luxuriantly, than in com- 
mon refpirable air, either in the open air, or un-— 
der fimilar circumftances of confinement, O’c. _ 

7+ It has no power of diminifhing or remo- 
ving the foetor of putrid animal mufcles. 

8. After being transfufed through water, or 
lime-water, or cauttic ley, thirty or forty times, 
its quantity is not diminifhed, nor its properties 
changed. 

I fhould have obferved, that the water, when 
frefh drawn from the well or bath; exhibits 
{mall beads or bubbles, that adhere to the fides 
of the glaffes, and which efcape or difappear by 
ftanding in the ordinary heat of the air. Thefe 
beads are the above ait. This air has been hi- 
therto affirmed, in the moft pofitive manner, to 
be fixed air. | | 

Air is alfo foparated from Buxton water by 
boiling. | 

Air fo feparated, 

. Does not t combine with water or cauftic 
ir. 

2. Does not render Himecwater turbid. | 

3. Two meafures of this air added to one 
meafure of nitrous air, always produces an 
Aaa 
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orange-colour, turbid appearance, and heat ‘for 
a few feconds, and a diminution of quantity. 
Sometimes the diminution is, after a few days 
ftanding, two meafures and one ninth; at others, 
two meafures and fix or feven ninths. 

4. Animals always live a much fhorter time 
in this air than in common air, and fometimes 
are killed by it in a few minutes. 

The water that affords this air by boiling, and 
which has been boiled fome time after it ceafes 
to yield this air, precipitates lime from lime- 
water as copioufly as before, and requires as 
large a proportion of lime-water to feparate the 
fixed air in the water as before boiling. | 

- Matlock water, another warm mineral water 
in Derbyfhire, contains about two ounce-mea- 
fures of air, of greater purity than common air, 
in eight wine-quarts of water; and feven or 
eight ounce-meafures of fixed air in the fame 
quantity of water. The firft is feparated by 
boiling the water; the latter, by faturating the 
fixed air with lime-water, and afterwards de- 
compofing the fediment by acids.” 

Dr Biffet, Phyfician at Knayton, in a letter to 
Dr Duncan, gives the following account of fe- 
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veral remarkable particulars refpecting an old 
-woman in that neighbourhood. 

_ * On the 24th of Auguft 1781, I called at the 
poor-houfe in Borrowby, a village fituated on 
the declivity of a hill in this neighbourhood, to | 
fee Mary Wood, a poor woman, who is ninety- 
eight years and five months old. After taking ~ 
the outlines of her face, and a half length, I 
afked her feveral queftions, her anfwers to 
which afforded the following information. Her — 
mother, who lived at Kirby Steven, in Welt- 
_ moreland, attained the age of 112 years; and 
Mary Wood expeéts to live precifely to the 
fame age. She does not remember her father, 
who died young. Mary has been affected with 
a cough as far back as fhe can remember ; « but 
fhe thinks it began in the fifteenth year of her 
age; about the fame time, or in fome time after 
the onfet of the chronic habitual cough, her 
miltrefs, who chewed a little tobacco, advifed 
Mary to adopt the fame remedy for her cough, 
which, I fuppofe, was moift, or attended with an 
expectoration of fome phlegm, as it is now. She 
has chewed tobacco ever fince, and has a fmall 
chew always in her mouth, except when fhe eats — 
or fleeps. Though an immoderate or frequent 

Bas ufe 
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—ufe of tobacco, either by chewing or fmoking, 
efpecially when it is attended with a copious 
fpitting of faliva, generally palls the appetite, 
and occafions ingefted food to defcend into the 
{mall inteftines before it is fufficiently. digefted, 
- and by confequence debilitates the body, and in 
procefs of time gives rife to many bad effects ; 
yet its effeéts with Mary Wood are precifely the 
reverfe: For, if from poverty fhe happens to be 
- deprived of tobacco during the fpace of two or 
three days, fhe becomes low-fpirited, dejected, 
inappetent, and feeble, and is either unable 
or unwilling to get up; and fhe would probably 
foon die, were fhe to be totally deprived of it. 
But on being enabled, through the bounty of 
fome curious vifitor, to refume the chewing of 
her beloved tobacco, her fibres are again in- 
ftantly braced up, her appetite, which is gene- 
rally very good, returns, and her health is com- 
pletely re-eftablifhed. Indeed, as the is forced 
to be very frugal of her tobacco, fhe takes but 
_ a {mall chew into her mouth at a time; and itis 
probable that tobacco, on being ufed: fparingly 
in thig manner, might prove ferviceable in fome 
cafes, particularly to perfons that are naturally 
ftrong, but affe&ted with a moift athma. I was 

informed 
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informed by an old man who had for many 
years been afthmatic, that he had taken various 


medicines for the diforder; but that the fre- 


quent chewing of a little tobacco, and fwallow- 


ing a little of the fpittle fometimes, was the 


only remedy from which he reaped any bengfit; 
and that he was accuitomed formerly, -on being 
greatly oppreffed with the afthma, to {wallow as 
much of the fpittle in a morning, fafting, as fuf- 
ficed to excite vomiting, which always afforded 
the moft immediate relief. Mary Wood is not 
~ hiable to fpit faliva in chewing tobacco. 

She was twice married, and had five children, 
who all died young. Half a year ago fhe got 


‘twelve molar teeth, moftly in the lower jaw, 


eight of which only are now remaining; and as 
they are all fomewhat loofe, it is doubtful whe- 
ther they originate from fockets, or only from 
the gum or periofteum. The gums of fome old 
people become callous, fo as to enable them to 
eat hard bifcuit; and it is well known, that the 
periofteum is apt, in particular places, to offify. 
I felt, with my finger, two {mall fharp teeth in the 
anterior part of the gum of the upper jaw, that 
cut-within a week paft. She fits up during the 

— part of the day, and eats with a good 
| Aa4 appetite, 
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appetite, whether up or in bed, fuch food 
as other poor people in the poor-houfe are fer- 
ved with: She loves butchers meat, and de- 
__ lights in the fatteft pieces: but fhe lives moftly 
on milk and bread, and oat-meal and milk; fhe 
drinks butter-milk as often as fhe can procure 
it, and her common drink is groundivy-tea. 
She has formerly been affected with a wander- 
ing rheumatifm in a finall degree ; and would 
certainly have been affected in a higher degree 
with it, or with a more grievous difeafe, if the 
had been exempt from an habitual cough, with 
fpitting of phlegm. About twenty years ago, 
fhe loft the fight of her left eye, from a violent 
inflammation of it, which was attended with a 
vehement headach, being an ophthalmy of the. 
-whole ball of the eye, which is now funk. She 
imagines it was occafioned by a large hail-{tone 
which hit the eye. She now fees but imperfe€lly 
with the right eye ; but her hearing is tolerably 
good. She lies much in bed; but her fleeps are 
neither long nor very found, as they are often 
interrupted by fits of coughing, which always 
terminate by the expectoration of fome phlegm: 
Indeed long fleeps would have difagreeable ef- 
fects, by fuffering phlegm to accumulate. 
At 
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At three o’clock in the afternoon, when I 
faw her, fhe feemed cheerful, was healthy, 
breathed with perfe€&t eafe, and walked with 

great facility with the aid of a ftick, her loins 
and head being pretty erect: but the dorfal 
vertebra are fomewhat prominent outward, but 
equally, in the form of an arch, no one vertebra 
‘being more prominent than another; but this 
curvature is not of an old date, as fhe was for- 
merly ftraight; and fhe has been rather tall for 
a woman, and ftrong in proportion to her 
height. 

She is affedted in fome degree with dizzinefs, 
a complaint moft incident to old people; and 
though her breathing is perfe@tly free and eafy, 
yet fhe cannot lie with her head low, but is un- 
der a neceflity of having it propped up, doubt- 
lefs that fhe may expectorate with more facility 
when attacked by a fit of coughing. Her pulfe 
is large, fomewhat hard, and quick, and the 
ftrokes are ftrong, free, and equal. When 
1 firft felt her pulfe, it beat near a hundred 
ftrokes in a minute ; but as I thought fhe might 
‘be fluttered a little by my prefence, I called 
again in half an hour, and after fitting down by | 
her for fome little time on a bench at the door, 
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and afking fome farther queftions, when fhe ap- 
peared calm and compofed, I counted her pulfe 
again; it then beat eighty times in a minute; 
and this I take to be the common ftandard of 
her pulfe. Her thirft has in general been. 
greater than ufual ; owing, I fuppofe, partly to 
the conftant chewing of tobacco, and partly to 
the quicknefs of her pulfe; but her tongue is 
moift and well-coloured, as it is generally in ca- 
tarrhal affections with fpitting. She is fo tem- 
perate in her body, notwithftanding the uncom- 
mon quicknefs of her pulfe, that fhe never 
requires any laxative medicine. The tobacco is 
probably conducive towards promoting this 
good effect. As her face is rather plump, it is 
not greatly wrinkled, her forehead excepted. 
On the whole, may it not be inferred, that 
Mary Wood has been in fome degree phthifical 
from the fifteenth year of her age, that is, du- 
ring the fpace of eighty-three years? I make — 
no doubt but fhe has.an hereditary latent fcro- 
phulous taint, which has been reprefled by 
{trong fibres, joined with temperance ; and it is 
probable that one or more of her children, had 
they lived to a more advanced age, would have 
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been affeéted with a fcrophula, or died con- 
fumptive.” | 

A botanical fociety at Lichfield, have under- 
taken to publith a literal tranflation of the Ge- 
nera and Species Plantarum of Linneus. Our 
readers will be able to form fome idea of this 
Work from the following preface of the tranfla- 
tors. 
_ © The future improvements in agriculture, in 
medicine, and in many inferior arts, as of dy- 
ing, tanning, varnifhing, with many of the 
more important manufactures, as of paper, li- 
nen, cordage, muft principally arife from the 
knowledge of botany. For how can we afcer- 
tain the more recondite properties of bodies, — 
without firft being enabled to diftinguifh them 
from each other? From the want of this {cience, 
almoft all the medicines, and many of the arts 
of the ancients, have been loft to their defcen- 
dents. 

The labours of Linnzeus are generally acknow- 
ledged to have beft fupplied this great fource of 
future improvement, and yet his works have not 
hitherto properly appeared in the Englith lan- 
guage. Mr Lee indeed, in his introduétion to 
potany, has well tranflated and explained many 
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parts of the Philofophia Botanica; Dr Berken- 
hout has given a lexicon of terms extraéted 
from the fame work; and Mr Milne has dif- 
‘ pofed a great part of it with other botanical 
knowledge into the form of a ditionary. All 
thefe labours have their merit; but why fhould 
not the works themfelves be tranflated into our 
language? ‘The concife and beautiful arrange- 
ment, for which they are fo remarkable, is loft 
in thefe diffufe explanations of them. 

Dr Withering has given a Flora Anglica un- 
der the title of Botanical Arrangements, and in 
this has tranflated parts of the Genera and Spe- 
cies Plantarum of Linnzus; but has entirely. 


omitted the fexual diftin€tions, which are eflen- 


tial to the philofophy of the fyftem; and has in- 
troduced a number of Englifh generic names, 
which either bear no analogy to thofe of Lin. | 
nzeus, or are derived from fuch as he has reje@- 
ed, or has applied to other genera; and has 
thus rendered many parts of his work unintel- 
ligible to the Latin botanift, equally difficult to 
the Englifh fcholar, and loaded the fcience with 
an addition of new words. | 
We propofe to give a literal and accurate 
tranflation of the Genera and Species Planta- 
rum 
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_rum of Linnzus, which unfold and defcribe the 
whole of his ingenious and elaborate fyftem of 
vegetation. The terms which he invented, or 
appropriated to thofe parts of vegetables, which 
he either firft difcovered, or on which his fyitem 
is ereéted, are retained in the tranflation with 
Englith terminations. As new ideas require 
new words to reprefent them, and mutt there- 
fore be explained to the young botanift, it is of - 
no confequence from what language they are 
derived. Thofe therefore already in ufe are. 
preferred to fuch as might be found in our own 
language, though fimilar in their primitive fig- 
‘nification; as fuch words would be liable to 
prefent to the mind their vulgar meaning, which 
is not fufficiently precife for the purpofes of 
fcience. Thus, calyx is ufed by Linnzus for 
the green cup beneath fome flowers, for the 
fheath from which others burft. longitudinally, 
for the leaves beneath the umbels of others, for 
the hufks of grafles, the catkins of willow, net- 
tle, dc. the veil over the flowers of moffes, and 
the fkin beneath the heads of mufhrooms. All 
this muft be explained, whether it is reprefent- 
ed by the word calyx, or by the word impale- 
ment ; which latter, though ufed by fome of the 
| writers 
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writers above mentioned, is as difficult to the 
Englifh fcholar, as the word calyx ; is not un- 
derftood by thofe who are already acquainted 
with the language of Linnzus; and does not 
aflift the young botanift in his ftudy of the ori- 
ginal. 

So the word /egumen means a pod, in which 
all the peas or feeds are attached to the upper 
edge or future ;_/iligua, a pod in which they are 
alternately attached to the upper and under one. 
If the former fhould be termed /wad, and the 
Jatter pod, they mult ftill be defined; and thus 
the meaning of them would be as difficult to | 
acquire by the Englith. reader, as that of the 
words Jegumen and filiqua; and would be fo un- 
intelligible to the Latin botanift, that they could 
not converfe together. 

Hence we have retained the words calyx for 
flower-cup; corol for bloflom; /famen for chive; 
piftil for pointal; pericarp for fruit-veffel; and 
fome other technical words; fuch as would ne- 
ceflarily be ufed in an Englifh converfation by 
botanifts acquainted with the original of Lin- 
nzus: For the explanation of thefe we muft re- 
fer the reader to the books above mentioned ; 
| yee muft beg jeans here to apprife him of the 
following 
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following abbreviations of them: Cal. for calyx; 
cor. for corol; ftam. for ftamen; pift. for piftil; 
per. for pericarp. And as the diminutives of 
fome of thefe are fo perpetually neceflary through 
the courfe of the work, we have endeavoured 
to form them fo as to be eafily familiarized to 
an Englifh ear, and equally intelligible to the 
Latin botanift: as leaf, leaflet; ftalk, ftalklet ; 
valve, valvelet; tooth, toothlet; fpathe, fpathe- 
let; tube, tubelet; crown, coronet ; corol, co- 
rollet; calyx, calycle; divifion, fubdivifion: Of 
fuch diminutives the words tablet, ringlet, rivu- 

let, icicle, particle, &*c. are in daily ufe. 
Linneus has arranged individual vegetables 
‘into families, and to thefe families or genera he 
has given names; and, as there are perhaps no 
generic names in our language, we have uni- 
verfally adopted thofe of our author ; thus, the 
words triticum, hordeum, avena, fecale, are fa- 
mily names; which include variety of other 
grafles, as well as the wheat, barley, oats, and 
rye, which we cultivate for our food; the ge- 
neric name amygdalus includes the peach as well 
as the almond; prunus includes the cherry, a- 
pricot, and laurel, as well as the plumb; and 
_ pyrus the apple, {weet-flowered crab, and quince, 
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as well as the pear; whence it would have been 
produétive of much confufion, to have given’ 
‘any of thefe Englifh names to families, which 
belong to individuals. But in refpeé to the 
fpecies or individuals of plants, where the tri- 
vial name is expreflive of fome peculiarity of the 
plant, we have tranflated it by an equivalent 
Englifh word ; where it is merely a cognomen, 
the word ufed by Linnzeus,is retained: The quo- 
tations from other works are placed in the in- 
dex-form, as our author has difpofed them: And 
the belt regeived Englifh names are .added in 
their proper places, from Miller, Hudfon, Light- 
foot, and referred to in-the index of fynonimes. 
The learned reader will perceive, that we 
have made a flight change in the’ conftru€tion 
of the fexual diftinGtions of the claffes, on ac- 
count of the greater delicacy of. modern lan- 
guage 5 hence the words, one male, and one 
female, are ufed in preference to one virility, 
one feminality. In regard to the general lan- 
guage, we have endeavoured to copy that of 
Linnzus with the moft f{crupulous ; 
for as this illuftrious naturalift may be faid to 
have made a language, rather than to have 
--, found one, fuitable to his purpofe ; and appears 
to 
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to have ftudied every part of his work, from 
the great outline of the fyftem to the moft mi- 
hute circumftance of. conftru€tion and arrange- 
ment, with induftry and fagacity almoft peculiar 
to himfelf,. we have tranflated it as far as might 
be, page for page, and line for line: And in 
forming the many neceflary compound words, 
have laboured their concifenefs and diftinéttiefs, 
as our author has done, rather than the ele- 
gance of their combinations: And as our lan- 
guage allows of vatious kinds of compounded 
words, and thofe terminating either as fubftan- 
tives, adjectives, or participles both active and 
paflive, we were happy to find it as well adapt- 
ed to our purpofe as the Latin, though lefs fo 
than the Greek. Thus, a wolf-dog, a fky-lark, 
a ten-pound bill, a one-horfe chair, a two-man 
beetle, a fix-penny loaf, five-card loo, a moth- 
eaten garment, a three-footed ftool, a four- 
wheeled carriage, cloud-compelling, ever-living, 
are words ufed either in familiar convetfation, 
or by relpeétable writers; and give us authority 
for fimilar kinds of combinations. 
' ‘We further propofe to add as an appendix, 
the defcriptions of fuch new difcovered plants 
fis may come to our knowledge; and to give 
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a few plates for the affiftance of the young bo- 
tanift; and to publifh the whole as fpeedily: as 
may be, in monthly-numbers; wifhing, as far 
as is in our power, to propagate the knowledge 
of this important branch of natural hiltory a- 
nese all ranks of people.” | 
~ Mr Henty of Manchefter, who lately publith- 
ed a tranflation of Lavoifier’s Effays, Phyfical 
and Chemical, and who is juftly celebrated for 
‘many important publications and difcoveries in | 
chemiftry, is at prefent engaged, and has.made 
confiderable progrefs in tranflating Mr Baumé’s 
Chymie Experimentale. et Raifonnée, which he 
intends to publifh with notes as loon as. his other 
avocations will permit. 
A very important anatomical work, is at pre- 
fent in the prefs at Edinburgh, and will foon be 
publifhed, entitled, Obfervations on the Struc- 
ture and Fun¢tions of the Nervous Syftem;_ 
illuftrated with fifty-five copper-plate tables, 
containing one hundred and feventy-four fi- 
. gures. By Alexander Monro, M. D. Prefident 
of the Royal College of Phyficians, and Profef- 
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for of Anatomy, Surgery, and Medicine in the 
Univerfity of Edinburgh. 


‘The editor of this. work, Mr. Creech, 


felles in Edinburgh, in an addrefs to the pee, 


- gives the following account of it : 


‘© The above work is, without‘exception, the 


moft fplendid that has ever been produced from . 


the Scottifh prefs, and is fo interefting to. philo- 
fophy and fcience, that it requires a farther ex- 


_ planation than can be given in a title page. 


- What has abtained the denomination of the 


— nervous fyftem, 1s known to be that medium 
which is interpofed between the living principle, 
and the different organs of which the bodies of © 


animals are compofed. ‘The nerves are the in- 


— ftruments of fenfation, and it is by their influ- 


ence that all animal action is performed. They 
are the fource of feeling, and they prompt all 


our propenfities, inftin&s, and movements. 


Hence a knowledge of their ftructure, diftribu- 


tion, and functions, muft be extremely impor- 


tant, both to the Philofopher and the Phyfician, 


in the ftudy of nature. 


Though experiments, difcoveries, and obfer- 
vations on the brain, medulla oblongata, fpinal 


marrow, and nervous fibres, occupy the Au- 
Bba thor’s 
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thor’s chief attention in this a yet the reader 
will find many ufeful and curious difquifitions 
with regard to the circulation of the blood, nu- 
trition, fenfation, mufcular motion, comparative 
anatomy, and many other articles neceflarily 
connected with the general fubject. 

But,. to give.a more explicit idea of the na- 
ture of this publication, the editor has fubjoin- 
ed the contents of the chapters. 


Contents of the Work. 


Introduction. 

Chap. I. Of the circulation of the blood with- 
in the head. 

Chap. Il. Of the membranes of the brain and 
cerebellum in general. 

Chap. III. Of the communication of the | ven- 
tricles of the encephalon with each other, as de- 
{cribed by former authors. 

Chap. IV. Of the communication of the ven- 
tricles of the encephalon’ with each other, by the 
author. 

_ Chap. V. Of the abforbent veffels of the ence- 
phalon, and of the infundibulum and glandula 
, Pituitaria. | 


Chap. 
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‘Chap. VI. oF the ule of the ventricles of the 
enicebhaton. FL BE = 
‘Chap. VII. Of the ¢ineritious and medullary 
fubftances of the brain and cerebellam. 
“Chap. Vil. OF the ¢ or forma- 
tion of the nerves. 
Chap. 1X. bed the ftruéture of the rye mar- 
rows 
Chap. X. Of: mater, the colour and 
texture of the nerves. 
Chap. XI. Conclufions from the three lat 
fections. 
Chap. XII. Order of the fubfequent capers 
mentioned. 
_ Chap. XIII. Of the appearance of the nerves 
in their courfe, and particularly of their folds or 
joints. 
Chap. XIV. Of the conneation of the nerves 
in their courfe in general. 
Chap. XV. Of the plexufes of. the nerves. 
Chap. XVI. Of the conneétion of the nerves 
which run in oppofite direGtions, fo as to be join- 
_ed by their {mall branches. | 
Chap. XVII. Of the conneétion of the feveral 
cords which compofe « each of the nerves. — 
Bb 3 Chap. 


i 
>. 
4 
é 
> 
2 
‘ 
re 


988 M E 

Chap. XVIII. Of the external covering of the 
trunks of the nerves, and of the cords or funi- 
culi of which they confift. | 
- Chap. XIX. Of the rangi of the nerves. | 

Chap. XX. Of fpheroidal bodies, which, in 
fone animals, make part of the nervous fy- 
fiem. 

Chap. XXI. Of fome principal nerves which 
have not been traced by authors with fufficient 
accuracy. 

Chap. XXII. Of the appearance of the nerves 
viewed with the microfcope. 

Chap. XXIII. Of the nature of the laste of. 
| the nerves. 

‘Chap. XXIV. Of the ufes of the nerves in 
general, 

Chap. XXV. Whether the nerves convey the 
nourifhment to our organs. ni | 

Chap. XXVI. Of fenfation. 

Chap. XXVII. Of the termination of the 


nerves in’ mufcular organs, and; whether the 
mufcles poffefs a vis infita different from the vis 


hervea.. 


Chap. XXVIII. Of-the manner and caute of 
the of the organs. 


-Thefe 
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Thefe fubjects are illuftrated with 55 copper- 

plates, containing 174 figures.” 

Ani ingenious correfpondent at Paris, ina let- 
ter to Dr Duncan, gives the following account 
of fome intended publications at that place. 

‘© Mr Vicq d’Azyr is preparing an anatomy 
‘of the brain. It will be a large work, confiit- 
ing of near fixty plates. Thofe which I have 
feen are very beautiful, and I am told are exact. 
He propofes, but that I believe is rather a di- 
ftant fcheme, giving plates of other parts of the 
human body,. and perhaps of giving a complete 
fyftem. In a few months, M. Romeo de Lifle 
intends giving a new edition of his Criftallogra- 

phy, which will be greatly enlarged, confifting 
of four volumes, and enriched with a great 
number of new plates. M. Daubenton alfo is 
going to publifh. It is to be a Minerallogy, 


and.I fuppofe is to fuperfede the ufe of thofe 


which are extant. I do not recolle& hearing of 
any other publications. 


Chemiftry is the fubje& which is paid mott 


attention to in this place; but I do not know of _ 


any new difcovery in it which is confiderable. 
M. Lavoifier has made ufe of dephlogifticated 
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air, for producing very. great heats, and has in+ 
vented a very fimple machine, which fupports. 3. 
blaft for an hour. and.a quarter. Platina is 
melted in.a few feconds ; and by continuing the 
heat, he has melted fome of the moft refraétable 
precious ftopes. Mr Bertholet, another of our 
- chemifts, ‘has lately wrote a paper upon the de- 
Rtrudtibility, of vegetable acids, which he has 
read, or is going to read, before the academy. 
He has obtained, by the fpontaneous decompofi- 
tion of cream of tartarsthe-fame quantity of val- 
kali which is obtained by-means;of fire; fo that 
it feems certain, that none¢:isiproduced by that 
operation. He found. that-this acid was lefs de- 
ftruétible than that of  yinegar » by expofing fi- 
milar folutions of this falt,..and of the fal. diure- 
ticus; and that the acid. of the fal acetofella was 
ftill lefs fo than the cream of tartar;. and alfo, 
that the antifeptic qualities of thefe falts were 
in inverfe proportian to: theirdeftrndibility ; fo 
that meat, Kept much longer.in-a folution of the 
latter, than in that of of . the 
 falts.”’ 
Mr Andrew Bell, engrayer in Edinburgh, to — 


° 
‘ 
% 
. 


COMMENTABIES. 302 


world: is ‘much® indebted,’ for his edi+ 
tion of Albinus’s. tables: ‘of ‘the mufcles, has 
been, for fome time, engaged in preparing for 
publication, another important anatomical work. 


Tt will confift of anatomical tables‘of the blood- 


veffels and. nerves, the brain, ‘vifcera, -and parts 
_ of generation of the human body.’ ‘Thefe ‘or- 
gans will be reprefented in above fifty copper- 
plates, including the elegant fafciculi of ‘the ‘ce- 


lebrated Baron Albertus Haller, together with 


other neceflary figures from Euftachius, Ruyfch 
Trew, Du Verney, Monro, Zin, Walterus, &c. 
The plates feleéted’from ‘thefe elegant and very 
expenfive works have, we are told, been exe- 
cuted and arranged under the diredtion of Dr 


Monro. All of them are brought to fuch a ° 


fcale, as. tebe of the fame fize with Mr Bell's 
edition of Albinus ; which, although of a much 
fmaller fize than the original, is ftill a large fo- 


lio. When therefore the prefefit work is con-— 


joined with the former, they will probably form 
one of the moft complete, ufeful and accuraté, 
fyftems of anatomical tables that have yet been 
publithed. . 


: 


‘Dr Alexander Hamilton, Profellor of Mid- | 


wifery in the Univerfity of Edinburgh, who has 
| lately 
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lately been prefented with an honorary diploma 
of Doétor of Medicine from the Univerfity of 
St Andrews, is preparing for publication, a 
fecond edition of his Elements of the Practice 
of Midwifery, in which we are informed, there 
will be many alterations and additions, particu- 


in the part. 


A third of Dr Cullen’s Firft 
the Practice of Medicine, has been for a confi- 
derable time paft in the prefs at this place, and | 
will probably be foon publithed. 
A new. edition. of the Pheruiicopeia of the 
Royal College of Phyficians.in Edinburgh, pre- 


pared when Dr Monro was Prefident of the Col- 


lege, is now almoft printed off, and will be pu- 
blithed in a few weeks. 
* 


Mr John M‘Nab, furgeon in the fervice of the 


Hudfon’s Bay Company, in a letter to Dr Dun- 
can, dated at Fort Albany, 12th September 1782, 
_ gives the following information refpe@ing a fub- 


je& which has of late.much engaged the atten- 


tion of 
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-  Laft winter, the degree: of «cold at which 
mercury freezes was afcertained here with very 


great accuracy, by inftruments ‘fent from the 


Royal Society: This curious phenomenon oc- 
éurred regularly at forty degrees below the 
cypher in Fahrenheit’s feale. 

On the 7th of January 1781, a very aftonith- 
ing and fudden degree of cold was obferved at 
Eaft Mains-houfe, in Hudfon’s Bay. At eight 
o’clock in the’ morning, when the barometer 
ftood at 30, 46, a' thermometer graduated to 


250 degrees below the cypher, was obferved to 


ftand at 70 below the cypher. But in lefs than 
half an hour, it funk completely into the bulb. 
In a fhort time, however, it began to rife again, 
and in a few minutes after nine, it was obfer- 
ved at 250, the ‘bottom of the feale; in the 
{pace of ‘half an hour, it rofe gradually fo as to 
reach within forty degrees of the cypher.” 
The medical practitioners at Liverpool have 


lately eftablifhed a plan for the inoculation of 


the poor, which, if properly imitated over the 
kingdom in general, would unquteftionably be 
productive of very great national advantages. To 
nee this, we fhall here prefent our 

readers 
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readers with the following addrefs, which was 
circulated among the inhabitants of Liverpool, 
on the fubje& of general inoculation : ae 

. € There is perhaps no difeafe that has made 
more dreadful ravages among the human fpecies - 
than the fmall pox. On its firft introduéion . 
into Europe, its progrefs was almoft every where 
marked by. death; every rank of fociety was 
thinned, whole armies were cut off, and j pro- 
vinces depopulated. In the fucceffion of ages, 
experience, by introducing a more proper treat- 
ment of the diforder, has taught us to difarm 
this peftilence of part of its force; but its ope- 
ration is yet fo fatal,’ as to entitle it to the firft 
place in the lift of thofe difeafes which are moft 
deftruétive to human nature. 

By calculations formed from the bills of mor; 
tality at Chefter in the year 1778, it was proved, 
that nearly a fixth part of all the deaths which 
happened in that city, was to be afcribed to the 
natural fmall pox. Similar calculations made 
at Leeds, in the beginning of the prefent year, 
have demonftrated, that this malady has been 

ftill‘more fatal there, having cut off one-fifth of 
all thofe who have died i in that town, whether 
difeafe or old'age. And the calculations 


of 
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of Dr Dobfon thew, that the eas to be afcri- 
bed to the natural fmall pox in. Liverpool, have 
even exceeded the proportion of one in five. 
Thefe facts are truly alarming, and more e- 
{pecially when we confider, that this deftruction 
is not made among the aged. and infirm, who, 
in the ordinary courfe of nature, could not long 
furvive, but among thofe who are advancing to+ 
wards maturity, on whom the hopes of their 


parents are founded, and on whom the future ~ 


ftrength of the community depends. Happily 
for mankind, Providence has not left us with- 
out defence againft the havock of the {mall pox. 
The praétice of inoculation has been found to 
remove almoft all the danger arifing from the 
difeafe; and to make this practice univerfally 
adopted, it would feem, that nothing more is ne- 
ceflary, than to make its falutary influence uni- 
verfally known. 

It is evident, from obfervations made in eve-. 
ry part of the kingdom, that we {hall not over- 
rate the mortality of the natural fmall pox, if 
we calculate that one in fix of all whom it at- 
tacks is carried off in the courfe of the diforder. 
But the moft unfavourable account does not 
cltimate more than one death in hundred 
cafes 
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cafes in which the infection is communicated ‘by 
inoculation ; and, according to many computa: 
tions, there has not happened one in five huns 
dred. Thefe truths, eftablithed on the moft ex- 


tenfive obfervations, require no comment; they 


fpeak. more: powerfully in favour of this prac- 
tice, than any arguments that could poflibly be 

The wealthier inhabitants of this town have, 
in general, for many years paft, availed them- . 
felves of the advantages of inoculation ; but it 
has made little progrefs among the poor, for 
reafons which are fufficiently obvious. Many of 
them are ignorant of the benefit refulting from 
it; many of them, no doubt, are prejudiced 
againit it; and fome of them, it is to be feared, 
have been prevented from inoculating their chil- 
dren, by a doubt of procuring proper medical 


affiftance. If, from fuch caufes, the progrefs of 


inoculation among the lower clafles has been ob- 
ftructed, the misfortune to the community has 
been of no trifling nature. In the town of 
Leeds, containing eighteen thoufand inhabi- 


tants, it has been found, that one hundred die 
yearly of the natural fmall-pox; and we may 


» conclude, that this difeafe cuts off two hundred 


at 
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at leaft every year in this town, which contains 
double the number. of inhabitants, and where 
the contagion may be faid to be always prefent, 
from the great communication with other parts, 
and from the partial: practice of moculation 
among the higher ranks. This reafoning is 
confirmed by faéts, Dr Dobfon having found, in 
the courfe of three years obfervations, that up- 

wards of two hundred die annually:in Liverpool — 
of the natural fmall pox. According to this 
computation, four thoufand perfons at lealt 
_ have been carried off by the natural {mall pox 
- in the town of Liverpool within the laft twenty 
years. And when we confider that fcarcely one 
in two hundred dies under inoculation, we can-| 
not but lament over thofe four thoufand victims, 
moft of whom’ might have been refcued from 
the grave, and, by their labour, and by the in- 
creafe of their offspring, have added to the 
ftrength and opulence of the nation. Thefe ob- 
fervations may be extended from the town of 
Liverpool to the nation at large. In London 
alone, within the laft fifty years, nearly one 
hundred and ten thoufand perfons have. died of 
the natural fmall pox ; and it is probable, that 
Great Britain, during the fame period, has fuf- 
fered 
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fered the lofs of 2 million of inhabitants froitt | 
this dreadful difeafe. 
Truths of fo important and fo melancholy zna- 
ture, it is hoped, will ere long attra the atten- 
tion of the legiflature ; but in the mean time it 
- is certainly the duty of every individual to exert 
his abilities in promoting, within his own circle, 
the general practice of inoculation; by which 
means alone we fhall be able to prevent the 
mortal ravages which have been defcribed. 
The attention which has been paid in Liver- 
pool to the relief of the por, when afflicted by 
difeafe, refleéts the higheft honour on the cha- 
rity and munificence of its inhabitants. And 
there is every reafon to believe, that the huma- 
nity of the mdre opulent part of the community 
will induce them to promote, by every proper 
method, a plan for a gencral inoculation of the 
poor, from whofe: labour and induftry their 
wealth and confequence are derived. If the 
faéts now advanced be founded on truth (and 
the public are invited to examine them tho- 
roughly), it is hoped that no good tnan will re- 
main uninterefted ‘in the fuccefs of fuch a pros 
-pofal. As the matter now ftands, inoculation in 
is confined exclufively to the 
higher 


. 
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higher ranks. But this praGice, though benefi- 
cial to them, it is much to be feared, proves a 
ferious misfortune to. the.inhabitants at large ; 
for by this. means the contagion is.never fuffers 
ed to be extinguifhed, and the children of: the. 
poor, catching the infe&tion in the natural way, 
fall victims to the difeafe. To imagine that any © 
perfon, who approves of inoculation in his own — 
family, fhould. oppofe .its being. extended to 
every clafs of men, is to fuppofe a degree. of 
cruelty .and injuftice. that few would chufe to 
avow. From.the enlightened inhabitants of 
Liverpool a condué. more liberal may be ex. 
pected. They will with that the bleflings which 
they themfelves reap from this practice. may be 
diffufed among the poor and helplefs; for this 
purpofe their active influence will be neceflary, 

and there is every reafon to hope that they will. 
be forward in promoting fo generous. and fo 
ufeful a plan. 

It is not the defign of this addrele to examine — 
all the objections which may be made to a ge- 
neral inoculation. Moft of thefe will, on con- 
fideration, appear to be founded on prejudice 

error. There is one only which deferves to 
be particularly mentioned: It may be faid, that 

Vou. VIII. Cc fince 
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fince fome perfons,:from: miftaken principles, 
may obftinately refufe:to be inoculated, or to ino- 
culate their children,: who yet cannot remove 
themfelves or their families from town, it would 
-feem unjuft, without thejr confent, to expofe 
them to the danger which they might incur du- 
ring a general inoculation.: But this objeétion 
is likewife founded on a miftake, which it will 
be proper to explain. Such perfons as are un- 
happily prevented from being inoculated, cannot 
“reafonably-expeét, in the prefent ftate of things, 
long to efcape the natural {mall pox. They 
muft be Yeized: with the difeafe, without warn- 
ing, and without preparation. But if the plan 
for a general ‘inoculation at fated periods be 
adopted, they will be aware of their danger, and 
- have it in their power ‘to-prepare for the difeafe 
before it commences. ‘They will likewife, if they 
_- catch the infeétion, have.the {mall pox in the 
 moft -favourable feafon:of the year; whereas 
‘they’ are liable -to’be infeéted in every fea- 
--fon., “The ‘quantity of contagion generated is 
thought to be in proportion to the number of the 
puftules ; and it is well known, that, taking one 
patient with another, ‘the number of puftules is 
ten timies $reater when the difeafe is-contracted 
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in the natural way; than when it:is cotamunica- 
ted by inoculation. °ff this be true, there will 
be.as much danger from a hundred patients in 
the natural fmall pox,as from a thoufand under 
inoculation.«—And hence, if there be twelve 
hundred perfons feized with the natural {mall 
pox in Liverpool in the courfe of the year (and 
the:number. cannot be eftimated lower), thefe 
will. produce as much contagious matter as 
twelve thoufand who have been inoculated. But 
it cannot be fuppofed that-there are now fix 
thoufand of the inhabitants of Liverpool who 
have not had the fmall: pox ; and if inoculation 
become once general, the perfons to be inocu- 
lated yearly will not exceed a fifth part of that | 
number. 
Thus, fhould there remain a few wh 
are prevented by prejudice from reaping the be- 
nefit of inoculation, it will be their intereft to 
promote the general practice of it in the town; 
fince, by fuch means, the quantity of contagious 
matter will be greatly diminifhed, the danger of 
contraéting the infedion will be leffened by be- 
ing forefeen, and their fecurity will be exceed- 
ingly increafed when there fhall remain only a 
_ few perfons in Liverpool liable tq be affe&ted by — 
Cc2 the. 
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the difeafe. To thefe reafonings it may be add- 
ed, that plans for: a general inoculation at 
Chefter and Leeds have been carried into exe- 
cution with the moft falutary effe&s. | 
~ The gentlemen of the medical faculty in this 
town having, at a general meeting, taken this 
important fubje& under confideration, were una- 
nimoufly of opinion, that the general practice of 
inoculation in Liverpool, at {tated periods, would © 
be of the utmoft advantage. ‘They therefore 
confidered themfelves ‘bound, as good men and 
good citizens, to lay their opinion, and the 
grounds on which it is founded, before the pu- 
blic. And to give this {cheme every afliftance 
in their power, they offer their attendance gra- 
tis to all who are unable to pay for it. They 
know that a propofal which aims at faving the 
lives of their fellow-creatures will come with 
peculiar propriety from them; they are fenfible 
that fuch a propofal will at all times be favour- 
ably received; but they hope it will meet with 
particular attention at this important period, 
when the ftrength of the nation is wafting un- 
_ der the-calamities of war, and our countrymen 
are perifhing by the ford, or by the more de- - 
ftructive 
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ftrudiive influence of climate, in every quarter 
of the globe. 

A large and important botanical work is at 
prefent carrying on in Ruflia under the protec- 
tion of the Emprefs. To give our readers a 
proper idea of the nature of this undertaking, 
we fhall here prefent them with the following 
account of it, written by Profeffor Pallas, under 
whofe direétion it is to be executed. 


Annonce d’un Ouvrage Botanique fur les Arbres, 
Arbuftes et Plantes de P Empire de Ruffe, qui 
fera publié par Ordre et fous les Aujpices de. m 
Impériale. 


Tanpis, que Augutte du Nord 
s’occupe du bonheur de fes fujets, par l’intro- 
duction de nouvelles loix, d’une adminiftration 


de juftice et de finance plus analogue a fes gran- 


des vués, par la reforme de |’education natio- 
nale, l’encouragement des fciences, des arts et 
du commerce, par fes foins enfin de former I’e- 


iprit des Princes qui doivent un jour devenir les - 


emules de fa grandeur; cette Souveraine fage 


et eclairée ne dedaigne pas les details qui peu- 


vent tendre a a la perfection de fon ouvrage. 
Sa 
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Sa Majefté Imperiale s’occupant entre autres 
d’un nouveau reglement pour Ia confervation 
des foréts de fon empire, et defirant en méme 
tems ‘de perfectionner’ l’economie rurale et de 
foulager ’humanité par une connaiffance pre- 
_ cife des plantes utiles que le fol de fon vafte em- 
_ pire produit; elle a concu Vidée d’un ouvrage 
botanique qui put remplir ce but: Idée digne 
de l’efprit createur de l’Augufte Proteétrice des 
Sciences, dont la munificence pour l’avancement 
des connaiflances humaines ‘a brillé depuis fon 
avenement au tréne, pat Ie renouvellement de — 
Vacademie des fciences et l'inftitution de celle 
des arts; par ces voyages difpendieux d’obfer- 
-vateurs, tant aftronomes, que naturaliftes, dont 

le nombre et l’importance a furpaffé tout ce que 
les autres nations ont fait dans ce fiécle; par 
les encouragements accordés fans nombre aux 
favans etrangers et regnicoles; par l’emploi de 
fommes annuelles confiderables pour la traduc- 
tion des meilleurs ouvrages de tout genre en 
langue nationale; enfin par Villuftre exemple 

qu’elle a. donné elle méme dans la carriére des 
lettres. 

Sa Majefté Imperiale voulant’ que l’ouvrage 
projetté foit entierement executé a fes depens, 

dans 
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l’intention feule de contribuer au bien-étre 


a Vinftruction des hommes; on n’a ni fou- © 


Staton, ni autre engagement a propofer au 
public; mais puifque tous ceux, que ce grand 
ouvrage intereflera, doivent, en y applaudiflant, 
defirer d’avance quelque notion de ce qu’on 
doit en.attendre, j’ai cri qu’il était de mon de- 
voir de fatisfaire la curiofité du public-par I’e- 
fquifle fuccinéte que j’en vais donner. Voici 
en peu de mots le plan, tel qu’il 4 été approuvé 
par fa Majefté Imperiale. ys 


_ L’ouvrage pour lequel fa Majelté Imperiale a | 


fait affigrier les fonds neceflaires, fera executé 


avec tout le luxe.typographique qui convient a 


la magnificence d’une elle enterprife. Les 
planches qui doivent reprefenter les plantes de 
grandeur naturelle, feront du grand format des 
beaux ouvrages botaniques de. Mr _Jacquin, le- 
gerement gravées et coloriées avec tout le foin 
poflible fur des originaux faits da apres nature. 
Le texte qui contiendra les defcriptions et de- 
tails neceflaires fur la nature et Pufage de toutes 
les plantes indigenes,. paroitra en Ruffe et en 
Latin, de la méme grandeut & fur le méme pa- 

pier de Hollande que les planches. 
L*objet principal de Vouvrage que fa Majetté 
Jmperiale veut genereufement donner 4’ fon 
Cc4 peuple 
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peuple et a la republique des lettres étant l’uti- 
lité publique, les. plantes immediatement utiles 
a ’humanitée tiendront donc Je premier rang 
dans |’execution. Pour ne pas rendre l’ouvrage 
inutilement volumineux on-retranchera d’abord 
de la fuite des planches les arbres et les plantes 
Tes plus generalement connues par des noms— 
vulgaires, furtout lorfqu’il ne fauroit refulter de 
cette omiflion aucune meprife dangereufe pour 
Vhumanité. Le texte n’en donnera pas moins 
les details utile 4 connaitre fur la nature et l’u- 
fage de ces efpeces vulgaires, Le méme fera 
obfervé pour les efpeces auffi communes en Eu- 
rope qu’en Ruflie, dont on trouve les figures 
dans les ouvrages botaniques les plus connus, et 
‘qui n’annoncent d’ailleurs. aucune vertu parti- 
culiére. | 
On s’attachera au contraire 4 donner des gra- 
vures aufli parfaites que pofhble de toutes les 
efpeces affectées 4 l’empire, ou dont l’utilité n’eft 
"gue peu connue dans le pays qui les produit, & 
qui fouvent par cette raifon méme n’ont pas de 
noms ufités. Les efpeces purement curieules 
& rares feront un objet fecondaire, qu’on aura 
foin de remplir a la fatisfa&tion des botaniftes. 
D’aprés ce plan j’eftime que cing a fix cent 
_ planches gravées epuiferont 4 peu prés, dans le 
| total 
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total des vegefaux indigenes de |’empire Ruffle, 
toutes les efpeces utiles & rares dont on pourra 
defirer les figures. De toutes celles qui peuvent 
remplir une planche de la grandeur ci-deffus 
enoncée, on ne fera reprefenter qu’une feule 
efpece par planche, ayant foin d’en-donner non - 
feulement les fleurs, mais auffi le fruit, & les 
varietés accidentelles qu’on aura: obfervées. 
Mais pour les plantes naines & petites, qui font 
d’un méme genre, par exemple; les faxifrages, 
les mouffes, es'c. on fe permettra de placer plu- 
: fieures efpeces fur la méme en, pour mieux 
la remplir. 
Dans un ouvrage de t nature de celui-ci il 
n’eft pas poflible d’obferver aucun ordre metho- 
- dique. Mais on tachera da moins de placer en- 
femble les efpeces d’un méme genre & les pre- 
miers cahiers contiendront furtout les arbres & 
arbuftes remarquables. Chaque cahier fera de 
cinquante planches, dont deux pourront avec le 
texte former un volume. On ne peut encore 
fixer le terme quand le premier cahier pourra 
€tre achevé; mais on tachera d’en fournir du 
moins un par an & de preffer l’ouvrage autant 
que le nombre d’artiftes exercés pourra y fuffire. 
Le choix que fa Majefté Imperiale a daigné 
faire de moi, pour executer, fous fes aufpices, 
un 
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un ouvrage de.cette importance & d’une utilité 
fi generale m’honore infiniment; aufli employ- 
erai-j¢ tous mes-efforts pour m’en rendre digne; 
& fi ’execution pourroit egaler mon zéle, j’o- 
ferois efperer d’enfaire un monument digne de 
la protection & du fiécle de Catherine Seconde. 
S. ce 28 Fuillet v. St. 1782. 
* 

The aie prize of the year 178 1, given by 
the Harveian Society of Edinburgh, with the 
view of promoting experimental inquiry among 
the ftudents of medicine at that place, was ad- 
judged to a to which was 
the following motto : 
Valeat quantum valere 

- Upon opening the fealed letter which accom- 
panied this differtation, it was found to be writ- 
ten by Dr Jonathan Stokes ‘of Worcefter-thire. 
‘The prize was publicly delivered to Dr Stokes, 
in the hall of the Difpéenfary of Edinburgh, by 
Dr Webfter, with a fuitable addrefs, recom- 
mending to the fuccefsful candidate, and to every 
diligent medical ftudent, either ambitious of ob- 
taining literary honour, or-anxious to improve 
his profeffion, the inveftigation of truth on the 

’ fure bafis of experiment. Dr Webfter at the 
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fame time announced as the prize-queftion for 
1784, “ An inquiry’concerning the nature ‘and 
properties of milk.” At the above annual meet- 
ing, inftituted in honour of the illuftrious Dr 
Harvey, and held on the anniverfary of his 
_ birth-day, the Harveian oration for 1782, the 
fubje& of which was an account’ of the life, 
writings, and charaéter of the late Dr Robert 
Whyte, was delivered by Dr Duncan. 

_ Among the differtations given in to the Se- 
cretaries of the Harveian Society by the 1ft 
of January 1783, on:the fubje& of milk, the 
judges being divided in opinion as to the com- 
parative merit of two differtations, it was deter- 
mined that an equal prize fhould be beftowed 
on each. To the one was — for a 
motto, 

Lac mihi non non fie defi t; 
to the other, 

. Quem fi non tenuit magnis tamen excidit aufis. 
Upon opening the fealed letters which accom- 
panied them, the firft was found to be written 
by Mr Samuel Ferris of Wiltfhire, and the laft 
by -Mr Richard Kentifh of Yorkfhire. The 
prizes will. be delivered to thefe gentlemen by 
Dr Duncan after the Harveian oration for 1783, 
which will be given by Dr Webfter. — 

| | The 
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_ The fubje& propofed for the prize of 1783, 
is ** An inquiry concerning the nature and 
properties of the Peruvian bark, and the com-— 
parative powers of the red and quilled Pe- . 
ruvian ‘bark.’ Differtations on this fubjec, 
competing for the prize, muft be delivered 
to Drs Duncan or Webfter, Secretaries to 
the Harveian Society, on or before the 1ft 
of January 1784. To each of the differta- 
tions a motto muft be prefixed, and the fame 
motto muft be put upon the back of a fealed 
letter containing the name of the author. All 
the differtations, excepting thofe to which prizes 
are adjudged, will be returned to any place that 

may be directed, with the letters which accom- 
pany them unopened. Thus the names of un- 
fuccefsful candidates are known only to thofe to 
whom they may themfelves communicate it. 

On the 13th of March 1782, died at Edin- 
burgh, Mr Jacob Pattiffon, ftudent of medicine. 
His unwearied induftry, extenfive knowledge, 
happy gerv.us, and amiable manners, conciliated 
toa very high degree the affection and efteem 
of all who had the pleafure of his acquaintance. 
_. lis remains are interred in the church-yard of 
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St Cuthbert’s chapel at Edinburgh, near thofe of 
the late ingenious Mr Charles Darwin, in the bu- 
rial-ground which belongs toDrDuncan. An ele- 
gant monument is erected to his memory by the 
companions of his ftudies, his fellow-members 
in three literary focieties, in all of which he 
made a very diftinguifhed figure. They. have 
expreffed their regard for his memory in the 
following infcriptiou, which is cut on a marble 
tablet in the bafis of the monument. 


Hoc in agello funefto fepultz funt reliquie 
JACOs PATTISSON de in comitatu de Essex, 
Qui, in Academia Edinenfi, 
Non minus fanfte quam diligenter, inrem medicam incumbebat: 
Florentem e2tate, | 
Ob ingenii acumen, morefque i imprimis arnabiles, 
Omnibus quibus notus cariffimum, 
_Febris lethalis aggreffa, 
Procul patria domo, inter lachrymas ac fufpiria fociorum, 
| Subito oppreffit. 
Hocce monumentum, tres Societates, 
Reoia MEDICA nempe, Srecurativa, et Puysica, 
Quarum omnium fimul Prefes fuit, 
Non ut famz ejus confulerent, quippe illius parum indigz opis, 
Sed ut animos, nec amicitiz, nec meriti infignis, — 
Immemores oftenderent, 
 Conjunétim exftruendum curarunt. 
Obiit III, Idus Martii, A. D. 1782. An. Et. 23. 
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sh 
The Royal Society of Medicine at. Paris, 
have propofed the following prize-queftion : 
What are the difeafes that prevail moft com- 
_ monly among the troops during the fummer, 
and in very hot weather? What is the moft 
fimple and leaft expenfive method of treating 
them? And /afly, What are the means to be 
employed for preventing or moderating their 
effects in very hot climates, as the Windward 
or Leeward Iflands? The differtations of com- 
petitors, written in the Latin or French langua- 
ges, mutt be fent to M. Vicq d’Azyr, fecretary 
to the Society, by the 1ft of December 1783. 
The Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris, 
have offered a premium of 2400 livres to the 
perfon who fhall difcover the eafieft and cheap- 
eft procefs for decompofing fea-falt, and extract-_ 
ing the alkali that ferves as its bafis; free from 
any acid or other combination, provided the va- 
lue of this mineral alkali’ does not exceed the 
price of that which is anstiis from the beft 
foreign foda. 
The differtations on “chia fubjeét, written in 
French or Latin, muft be fent to the Marquis 
de 
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de Condorcet, fecretary: to-the — be- 

‘The Dutch Society of at Haerleni, 
have propofed the following inquiry as the fub- 
ject of a prize-differtation: 1. Une defcription 
de Vappareil le plus: propre a faire des experi- 
enees fur. ’air condenfé, ‘de la facgon:la plus.com- 
mode et la plus aflurée, 2. De rechercher avec 
cet: appareil l’action de l’air condenfe, dans de 
cas differens de ‘s’occuper entr’ autre de la vie 
animale, de la croiflance des plantes.et de l’in- 
flammabilité. des differentes efpeces d’air. Et 
3. D’expofer quelles fuites, ou quelles nouvelles 

connoiffances, on-pourroit en deduire. 

_ Differtations on this fubje& mutt be tranf- 
mitted to Mr C. C. H. Vander Aa, fecretary to 
the Society, by the 1ft of January 1785. 

By the fame Society, the following queftion . 
alfo is propofed : 
Par quelles regles de conduite, fondées fos la 
theorie, & confirmées ‘par l’experiences, pour- 
roit-on conferver la fanté de ceux, qui, faifant 
le voyage des Grandes Indes, eprouvent les ef- 
fets pernicieux d’un changement extreme de 
climat, & de facon de vivre ? Independamment 
des 
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des regles generales, pourroit-on en indiquer 
des particuligres que varieroient fuivant les dif- 
ferentes clafles des individus, aux sas on 
devroit les appliquer 

Dr Hawes, at the clofe of his lectures on ani- | 
mation, propofed the following queftions for 
two prize-medals, fubjeé&t to the ufual regulati- 
Are there any pofitive figns of the extin@ion © 
of life? If fo, what are they? Or if there are 
not, is putrefaétion a certain criterion of death’ 

The diflertations on this fubject were directed 
to be left, before the end of September 1782, 
with Dr Fothergill, at his houfe in Harpur- 
ftreet, Red Lion Square, who, together with 
Dr Letfom, Jebb and Whitehead, were appoint- 
ed to adjudge the medals. We have not heard 
whether thefe prizes have yet been beftowed 
on any competitors. 

The Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris 
have propofed the following fubjeé for an ex- 
traordinary prize-differtation for the year 1783. 

De determiner la nature et les caufes des ma- 
ladies aux quelles font expofés les doreurs au 
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feu, ou fur métaux; et la meilleure maniére de 
les préferver de ces ntatadies, foit par des moyens 
phyfiques, foit par des moyens méchaniques. — 

Differtations on this fubje&t are ordered to be 
tranfmitted to the Secretary of the Academy YY 
the 1 teh 2 of February 1783. 

We hear, that ah improved ‘edition of Dr 
Lewis’s New. Difpenfatory will be publifhed in 
Edinburgh dtiriig the courfe of this yeat. The 
improvements in chemiftry fince his time are 
humerous atid important. The Edinburgh Phar- 
‘macopceia has beeh twice matefially reformed. 
Several new medicines have béeh thought wor- 
thy of a place in the Materia Medica ; others. 
have been expunged ; and the operation of ma- 
ny medicines on the human body are now ex- 
plained in a very different manner. Thefe con- 
fiderations render it very defirable, that a book 
on fo good a plan, and fo univerfally read, fhould 
be improved to the utmoft. This edition is alfo 
to have feveral ufeful tables, and a fet of extem- 
poraneous prefcriptions, ufed by the moft emi- 
nent practitioners in London and Edinburgh, 
after the plan of Dr Berkenhout’ s Pharmaco- 
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On he of January 1782, died at 
don, in the feventy-eighth year of his age, Sir 
John Pringle, Bart. Phyfician-extraordinary to 
the King, and-Phyfician to the Queen. During 
a life fpent in active induftry, Sir John Pringle 
not only arrived at the head of his profeflion in 
the metropolis of Britain, but obtained the 
efteem of every genuine lover of {cience ; and, 
as an indubitabie teftimony of the refpe& in 
which he was held by the’philofophical world, 
he was elected Prefident of the Royal Society of 
London. The duties of this important and ho- 
nourable office he difcharged for feveral years 
with the moft faithful punétuality. But finding 
that the approaches of old age rendered the fa- 
tigues of bufinefs greater than he could eafily 
accomplifh, he not only retired from the practice - 
of medicine, but alfo from the frefidentfhip of _ 
the Royal Society, with the intention of fpend- 
_ ing the evening of life among’a circle of feiec 
friends. This circumftancé, as well as his judi- 
cious laft will, is a ftronger proof of unimpaired _ 
judgment, than if he had continued to fill an of- 
fice to which his years had rendered him une- 
He among his relations a 
coufiderable 
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confiderable fortune; which was fo diftributed, 
that, while his neareft, relations had. no ground 
for complaint, it will ferve to afford comfort du- 
ring the remainder of life to fome others to — 
whom fortune had been lefs favourable. He | 
has left to the College of Phyficians in Edin- 
burgh, bis Medical Annotations, confifting of 
ten volumes in quarto, principally written with 
his own hand. But thefe are intended folely for 
the private ufe of the members, and are given. 
on the exprefs condition, that they fhall never 
be publifhed: Not that he could have any defire 
of with-holding from the medical world what 
would in any degree tend to the improvement of 
the profeflion; but becaufe he judged feveral 
cafes and obfervations which they contained, in 
different refpects. unfit for the public eye. The 
obfervations which he publifhed on army dif. 
-eafes many years ago, have extended his fame 
through Europe, and. will tranfmit his name to 
pofterity as a learned and intelligent phyfician. 
| 

On the 29th of April, died at Hackney, near 
London, Dr Thomas Dawfon, formerly Phyfician 
to the London Hofpital, and defervedly celebra- 
ted for feveral ufeful medical publications. 
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On the 13th of May, died at London, Dr Da- 
niel-Charles Solander. He was a native of Swe- 
den, and educated at the univerfity of Upfal, 
where he obtained the degree of Doétor of Me- 
dicine. That of Dottor of Laws was after- 
wards conferred upon him by the univerfity of | 
Oxford. Dr Solander’s ftrong propenfity for 
the purfuit of riatural knowledge was probably 
not a little increafed by the patronage and en- 
couragement of his preceptor the celebrated Sir 
Charles Linnzus; while the zeal which he 
fhewed for thefe branches of literature, particu- 
larly for botany, conciliated the efteem and af- 
of that eminent profeflor. When Dr 
Solander went from Upfal to London in the 
profecution of his ftudies, Linnaeus furnifhed him 
with introductory letters to thofe learned men 
who were his principal correfpondents in the me- 
tropolis of Britain. In thefe letters, among other 
{trong expreflions of regard, he is faid to have 
employed the following fentence: ‘ Omnium 
difcipulorum, quos unquam habui, dileétiffi- 
«© mus.” The footing thus obtained, Dr Solan- 
der foon improved by agreeable manners and 
extenfive knowledge. In no long time he con- 
tracted 
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tra€ted intimacies: with the moft eminent philo- 
fophers in London, particularly with Sir Jofeph 
Banks, the Prefident of the Royal Society, and 
one of the firft literary charaters in Europe. | 
He was the companion of Sir Jofeph in thofe 
different voyages which he made for the fole 
purpofe of extending natural knowledge, and. 
which will do immortal honour to the memory 

of both. When he was not thus engaged, his 
time was principally {pent in the Britih Mu- | 
feum, where he had obtained an appointment 
in every refpeét fuited to his philofophical difpo- 
fition. And in difcharging that part of the du- 
ties of his office which led him to fhow that moft 
valuable collection to different vifitors, it was 
hardly poffible to conceive a more agreeable. 
union of the manners of the gentleman with the 
_ knowledge of. the philofopher. While he was 
engaged. in converfation with his ufual chearful- 
nefs at the houfe of his friend Sir Jofeph Banks, 
he was fuddenly attacked with a fit of apoplexy, 
which, in afew days, notwithftanding the beft 
medical affiftance, terminated in his death; an 
event fincerely regretted by all who had the ha- 
nour of his acquaintance, and by which the lite- 
Dd3 rature 
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rature and phiofophy of a real 
lofs. 

‘On the 16th of May; died of a lida 
confumption, at Reading in Berkthire, on his _ 
way to Ireland, Dr Dennis Ryan, late affiftant 
Phyfician to the Military Hofpital in Jamaica, a 
young man of: great genius and uncommon in- 
duftry.’ He communicated to the public, through 
the channel of this work, and of the London 
Medical Journal, feveral important obfervations ; 
and while he profecuted his ftudies at Paris, he 
made a Latin tranflation of Dr Duncan’s Medi- 
cal Cafes, which, we hear, will foon be publithed 
under the direction of Dr Sandifort of Roter- 


dam, brother to the eminent Profeffor Sandifort | 
of Leyden, 


On the 13th of Auguft, died at Naples, Dr 
Alexander-Monro Drummond, a young Phyfi- 
cian of great learning and very uncommon ta- 
lents. He was born and educated at Edinburgh. 
After the neceffary inftruction in the languages, 
and other preliminary branches of knowledge, 
- he betook himfelf to the ftudy of medicine; and 
‘during the courfe of ten years, he was peculiar- 


ly 
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remarkable for the moft, regular; attendance 
‘to every medical teacher, both public and pri- 
vate, and for unremitting attention in the pur- — 
fuit of all the branches of medical fcience. In 
the year 1771, he obtained the degree.of Dottor 
of Medicine from the univerfity of Edinburgh, 
with uncommon marks of diftinétion from that 
learned: body. On: that occafion, he-publifhed 
an clegant and elaborate inaugural diflertation, 
entitled, Commentarius de Febribus arcendis difeu- 
tiendifque. Upon leaving Edinburgh, ‘after re- 
maining fome. time in. London, where he culti- 
vated the acquaintance and obtained the efteem — 
of many learned men, he went to the continent 
of Europe in company with the celebrated Dr 
Ingenhouze. After vifiting Paris, Leyden, Goet- 
tingen, Vienna, and other places moft remarkable 
_ for eminent fchools of medicine, he joined the 
Earl of Winchelfea and Lord Algernoon-Percy 
on a tour into Greece, Egypt, and other parts of 
the Turkith dominions. About the time when 
he was leaving Italy on this expedition, he recei- 
ved information that he was eleéted Profeflor of 
_ the Theory. of Medicine in the univerfity of 
Edinburgh, which had become vacant by the — 
death of Dr Gregory, and the advancement of 
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Dr Cullen to the practical chair. This, how-— 
ever, he did not confider as an objec fufficient 
to interrupt his intended plan. And the patrons 
of the univerfity, unwilling to lofe fuch an addi- 
tion to their medical college, refolved to keep 
the place vacant till his return. ‘They appointed 
_ Dr Duncan to fill the theoretical chair as an in- 
terim teacher; and for two years he difcharged 
_ the duties of that office much to the fatisfaction 
of audiences uncommonly numerous for the 
lectures on the theory of medicine even in the 
univerfity of Edinburgh. Upon Dr ‘Drum. 
mond’s return to Europe, having formed great- 
er plans, he declined accepting of the profeffor- 
fhip at Edinburgh. He communicated to his 
friends an intention of fettling in London; but, 
for private reafons, he refolved to refide for 
fome time in Naples. There he was very highly 
efteemed; and prattifed medicine, both among 
_ the natives and Britith vifitots, with fuch fingu- 
lar fuccefs, that his advice was ardently fought 
for in cafes of the greateft difficulty and danger. 
- But although his own circumftances were very 
narrow, he could never be, prevailed upon to ac- 
cept of a fee even from the moft opulent of his © 

 ¢ountrymen. 
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cquntrymen.. Among other literary purfuits at 
Naples, Dr Drummond. is faid to have been en- 
gaged in writing an account of his travels.. But 
' an accidental fall from his‘horfe,. by which his 
fkull was fraétured, proved the caufe of. his 
death at an early period of life, and has pro- 
bably deprived the. world of fome valuable pu- 
blications. 
On the 3d of January 1783, died fuddenly, at 
Edinburgh, Dr Thomas Young, profeffor of mid- 
wifery in the univerfity, and a pra¢titioner.of the 
firft eminence in that city. When Dr Young 
was firft appointed. profeffor, he was one of the | 
members of the College of Surgeons in Edin- 
burgh. But afterwards refolving to join the 
College of Phyficians, he took the degree of 
Doétor of Medicine; on that occafion he 
wrote an excellent experimental diflertation De 
Laéfe, in which are contained many important 
and ufeful obfervations refpecting that fluid. He 
taught and practifed midwifery for many years 
with great reputation. He wrote feveral ingenious 
papers on different. medical fubjects, particularly 
on the puctperal fever, which were read in the 
| Philofophical 
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Philofophical Society of Edinbargh, and may 
‘probably be publifhed in courfe: of the fature 
volumes of their tranfactions, the Phyfical and 
Literary Effays. Dr Young, fome years before 
his death, finding that-his academical duties and 
private practice were a greater fatigue than he 
_ could eafily overtake, and being defirous of in-— 


_ troducing into the univerfity, as his coadjutor 


and colleague, Dr Alexander Hamilton, who had 
acquired very high reputation in the line of mid- 
wifery, both as a teacher, a practitioner, and an 
author, he refigned his profefforfhip, and was in 
a few days afterwards again elected to that of- 
- fice in conjunétion with Dr Hamilton. In this, - 
while he demonftrated that liberality of fenti- 
ment which eminently diftinguifhed his charac- 
ter, by overlooking a former rivalfhip, he con- 
fulted in a high degree the intereft of the uni- 
verfity and the public, by introducing among 
the number of profeffors a man whofe reputa- 
tion was already eftablithed, and who had given 
abundant proof of uncommon abilities as a 
teacher, by having for feveral years given pri- 
wate le€tures with great fuccefs. 

Dr Young, when apparently in a ftate of the 
belt health, was fuddenly attacked with a fit of 
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apoplexy, in the houfe of an acquaintance, and 
‘died in a few hours. He had not, however, left 
‘to the laft the deftination of a very ample for- | 
tune which he poffefled. Having no children, 
by a will found in his repofitories, he directed, 
after a handfome provifion for his wife, the di- | 
vifion of it among his relations; and, with no 
lefs good fenfe than humanity, he made particu- 
lar provifion for thofe who ftood moft in need 
of his affiftance. wes 
* * * * 
About the middle of February, died at Lif- 
bon, where he had gone for the recovery of his 
health, Dr Peter Duguid-Leflie, phyfician at 
Durham, where he had practifed with reputa- 
tion for feveral years, and lived with much 
efteem. He was a young man of genius and 
induftry, and ardent in the purfuit of medical 
and philofophical knowledge. Upon taking the 
degree of Dodor of Medicine in the univerfity 
of Edinburgh, in the year 1775, he publifhed 
an inaugural differtation De Caloris Animalium 
Caufa, in which he adopted and defended a hy- 
pothefis concerning animal heat propofed and 
taught by Dr Duncan. His obfervations on 
this fubject he afterwards prefented to the public | 
in 
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in an Englith drefs, entitled, A philofophical In- 


quiry into the Caufe of Animal Heat, with inci- e 
dental obfervations on feveral philofophical and 


chemical queftions conneéted with the fubjea. 


From that work Dr Leflie acquired confiderable 


reputation in the philofophical world; and not 
long after it was publifhed, he had the honour 


_of bemg clected a member of the Royal Society 


of London. He was engaged in another literary 
. work, on the fubje& of fire, when he was at- 


— with the influenza, about the beginning 
of June 1782. This terminating in phthifis 


at length proved fatal. 


On Monday the 31ft of March, died at Lon- 
don, Dr William Hunter, Phyfician-extraordi- 
nary to the Queen, Teacher of Anatomy in Lon- 


don, and member of many different learned fo- — 


cieties for the advancement of ufeful knowledge. 

This celebrated anatomift was a native of Kil- 
bryde in the county of Lanerk. His father, de- 
figning him for the church of Scotland, fent him, 


at a proper age, to the college of Glafgow; but 


having {pent five years in regular academical at- 
tendance there, he began to feel ftrong objec- 
tions to theological ftudies; and happening to 

become 
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become acquaiated with Dr Callen, the prefent 
celebrated Profeflor at Edinburgh, who was at 
that time eftablithed in pra@ice at Hamil. 
ton, he was perfuaded by Dr Cullen to apply 

himfelf to phyfic; Dr Callen’s friendhhip made 
it eafy to obtain his father’s confent. He was 
taken into the Dodtor’s houfe, .where he lived 
two years. Dr Cullen. at all times was happy 
in communicating knowledge to his pupils, and 
ftill more remarkable for infpiring them with an 


-enthufiaftic love of ftudy. This was a mot 


fortunate circumftance for Mr Hunter, whofe 
uncommon application and improvement in the 
line of his profefien, in a fhort time recom- 
mended him to the notice and patronage of pro- 
feffors of the firft anatomical celebrity. . 

In Scotland, if we except Edinburgh, there is 
not that diftinétion between the branches of 
phyfic that prevails in England. The phyfici- 


- ans generally difpenfe their own medicines, and 


likewife pradife furgery. Dr Cullen, though 
an enthufiaftic cultivator of phyfie and chemi- 
ftry, had always a diflike to the chirurgical part 
of his praétice. It was therefore agreed be- 
tween him and Mr Hanter, that the latter fhould 
go firit to the college at Edinburgh, and then 
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to London, in order to fee the practice of the 
hofpitals, and improve himfelf in anatomy and 
furgery, and that, at his return to Hamilton, a 
-partnerfhip fhould take place between them. | 

Mr Hunter -brought with him to London a 


letter of introduction to his countryman Dr 


James Douglas, who was at that time in high 
reputation as a phyfician-and man-midwife, and 
who is well known by his Treatife on the Muf- 
cles, and other works. 

Dr Douglas recommended it to Sees to Peer 
$t George’s hofpital, and Dr Nicholl’s le&ures, 
as a perpetual pupil, for the opportunity of learn- 
ing all his arts in making anatomical prepara- 
tions. And at the end of the feafon, when he 


was preparing to fet out on his return to Ha- 


milton, Dr Douglas perfuaded him to change 
his propofed plan, and prevailed on him to go 
to Paris and to Holland with his fon, at that 


time a ftudent of phyfic, and afterwards to fettle 


in London, and to teach anatomy. Mr Hunter 
communicated this propofal, and the arguments 
which Dr Douglas: ufed, to Dr Cullen, who, be- 
| lieving that it’ was a fairer profpect, with his 
ufual generofity, readily gave his confent. 
After 
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After the death of his patron Dr Douglas, Mr 
Hunter began. to teach anatomy in London. 
His eafy; agreeable manner of leGuring, the 
new and clear points of view in) which he pla- 
ced the different: parts of his fubje&t, added to 
the number, and, till then unknown, elegance 
of his: preparations, drew to him a great number. 
of pupils. » He foon became eminent in his pro- 
feffion, ‘enriched the art with many important 
difcoveries, and for many years fhone unrivalled 


in the wide and fruitful field of anatomy. 


In or about 1747,: Mr Hunter was admitted 
a member of the Surgeons Company. His ana- 
tomical reputation:foon procured him an exten- 
five prattice, particularly in midwifery; and. 
when he came to be eftablifhed, the Univerfity 
of Glafgow, proud to reckon him amongtt her 
fons, complimented him with the degree of Doc- 
tor of Medicine. In 1756, he was admitted a 
member of the College of Phyficians, and foon 
afterwards was elefted Fellow of the Royal So- 


ciety, having made himfelf known by an inge- 


nious paper, on the Structure of Cartilages,”” 
publifhed in the Philofophical Tranfactions fo ear- 


lyas 1743. He has fince that, at different times, 
communicated 
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communicated feveral. papers to 
the Society, 
When our prefent amiable Queen became 
pregnant, Dr Hunter was confulted, and, at the 
fame time, honoured with the appointment of 
Phyfician-extraordinary to her Majefty.. When 
the Royal Academy of Arts. was founded, he 
was nominated Profeflor of Anatomy to that in- 
ftitution ; and lately, upon the death of one of 
the eight foreign. aflociates of the Academy of 
Sciences at Patis, he was ele€ted to fupply the 
vacancy. To confider him as a teacher, is to 
view him in his moft amiable character ;_ perfpi- 
cuity, unaffected modefty, and a defiré of being 
ufeful, were his peculiar chara&eriftics ; ‘and he 
was moft happy in blending the utile with the 
dulce, by introducing appofite and pleafing fte- 
ries, to illufteate and enliven the more abftrufe 
parts of anatomy; thus fixing the attention 
of the volatile and the giddy, and enriching the 
minds of all with ufeful knowledge. 

| Employed, as Dr Hunter had been, for a long 
- feries of years, by perfons of the higheft diftinc- 
tion, and confulted as an anatomift in difficult 
cafes of furgery by all ranks of people, and from — 
_ eyery part of the kingdom, his gains muft have 
been 
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been immenfe ;:-and: he employed them in a 
manner the moft liberal, for the improyementof 
fcience, Having never married, and being a- — 
verfe to.oftentation and luxury, he.always con- 
duéted his domeftic expences on-a plan adapted 
to his profefion; -and his accumulated fees were 
expended in ere&ting and furnifhing a mufeum, — 
which, eonfidered in every point of view, is cer- 
tainly not to:be equalled in Europe. We hall 
fay.nothing: of the anatomical preparations it con- 
tains, becaufe it will be eafily conceived, that a 
 perfon of the Dofor’s difpofition, who had {pent 
near half a century.in: the purfuit of -a favourite 
obje&, muft have amafled every thing moft 
curious and valuable on. that fubje&. But the 
fpecimens of human and comparative anatomy, 
form only a {mall part of the Hunterian Mufeum. 
His collection of fcarce and valuable books is 
. to be equalled only by royal libraries ; and his 
cabinet of medals, particularly Greek and Ro- 
man, is far more valuable than even the imperial 
colle&tion at. Vienna.. 

The expence of building his howle and mu- 
feum in Windmill-ftreet, and furnithing the lat- 
ter, is faid to have approached near to 100,0001. 
His Plates of the Gravid Uterus, and his other 

Vox. VIII. publications, 
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publications, ‘fufficiently evince his profound 
knowledge and unwearied induftry; and the 
Defcription of his Greek Coins demonftrates his 
boundlefs munificence. It is much to be fear- 
ed, that the other works he had in hand at the 
time'of his death, are left too incomplete forthe — 
public.eye. ‘Thus he toiled through a long life 
for the good of mankind; and it may be truly — 
faid, that he did not live and. toil in vain. . His 
amufing and inftructive talents, his facetioufnefs, 
his eloquence, his fcience, his, good ceconomy 
in acquiring wealth, his well-directed liberality 
in employing it, are all fecured by durable mo- 
numents.. 
Dr Hunter had been ill for. fome ane, ee 
had fo far recovered as to be able to fit up. @ 
While in this ftate, his anxiety for his pupils ‘ 
made him with to give the introductory lecture 
to the operations of furgery; he accordingly 
- gave it, and the fatigue he underwent occafion- 
eda relapfe of his difeafe, which terminated fa- 
tally notwithftanding the utmoft {kill and atten- 
tion of his Phyficians. | 
- Dr Hunter has bequeathed his very valuable 
mufeum to the Univerfity of Glafgow. But the 
pie of it for thirty years is referved to the inge- 
pious Mr Cruikfhank, who has been for fome 
time 
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time his partner as an anatomical teacher, and 
to’his nephew Mr Matthew Baillie, who has of 
“late alfo been affiftant in the fame depart-_ 
ment. He has alfo left to the Univerfity of 
Glafgow the fum of L. 8000, which ‘is to. be 
paid them within two years. One half of the 
intereft of this fum is to be applied for fupport- 
ing the mufeum while it remains in London. | 
The other half, together with the whole capital, 
is at the immediate ‘difpofal of the Univerfity of 
Glafgow, for the purpofe of buying ground and 
erecting proper buildings for the reception of 
his mtfeum, ‘and of making fuch eftablifhments 
as they think may tend to promote medical and 
natural knowledge. The obje& which Dr Hun- 
ter evidently had in view by the above deftina- 
tion, was to perpetuate thofe fignal benefits 
which the public derived during his life, from 
his uncommon abilities and unremitting ardour 
in the purfuit of. learning, fcience, and medical 
difcoveries. And there is no reafon to doubt, 
that his two immediate fucceffors in the line of 
anatomy, Mr Cruikfhank and Mr Baillie, as well 
as the Univerfity of Glafgow, will endeavour to 
difcharge the truft repofed in them, in fuch a 
manner as will reflea the higheft honour on the 
memory of Dr Hunter. 
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S EC T. Iv. 
Lift of New Books. 


Bservations on the ftruéture and func- 
tions of the nervous fyftem, illuftrated — 

with tables. By Alexander Monro, M. D. Pre- 
fident of the Royal College of Phyficians, 
and Profeffor of Phyfic, Anatomy and Surgery : 
in the univerfity of Edinburgh. Folio. Edin- 
burgh, | 
Confpe&tus medicine theoretic, in ufum a- 
cademicum. Audore Facobo Gregory, M..D. 
Med. Theoret. in Acad. Ed. Prof, Vol. Il. 8v0. 

Edinburgi. _ 

Pharmacopezia collegit regii medicorum Edin- 

burgenfiss » Editio 8vo. Edinburgi. 
A fyftem of furgery. By Benjamin Bell; Mem- 
Ber of the ‘Royal Ootage of Surgeons in Edin- 
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burgh, and one of the Surgeons to the Royal 
Infirmary of that city. Illuftrated with copper- 
plates. Vol.I., 8vo. Edinburgh. | 


._ Firft lines of the praétice of phyfic, for the 
ufe of ftudents in the univerfity of Edieburg:. 


By William Cullen, M.D. Profeffor of thc Prac. 
tice of Phyfic in the univerfity of Edinburgh, 
firft.Phyfician to his Majefty for Scotland, o’c. 
Vol. Ili. 8vo. Edinburgh. is 
Philofophical Tranfactions. Vol. LXXI. Ato. 
London. 
A fyftem of the praatice of medicine, from 
the Latin of Dr Hoffman; intwo volumes. By 


the | late William Lewis, M. B. F.R.S. Revifed 


and completed by Andrew Duncan, M. D. 
London. 

A narrative of a fingular gouty cafe, with ob- 
Fob M. D. Lon- 
don. 

The valetudinarian’s ; or obfer- 


vations on air, exercife, and regimen, with the 


medical ‘properties of the fea and mineral waters 


of Brighthelmfton. By Loftus Weed, M.D. ‘Bro. 


London. 

A defcription of the influenza, with its diftine- 
tion and method of ‘cure. R.' Hamilton, 
M.D. 8vo. London. 
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- Memoirs of the life, and a view of, the cha- 
racter of the late Dr John Fothergill. By Gil-. 
bert Thompfon, M. D. 8vo. London. 

Obfervations’ on the fulphur-water at Croft 
near Darlington, By Robert Willian, M.D. 
8vo. London. 

_ An inquiry into the ftate of medicine, on the | 
true principles of inductive philofophy; with an — 
appendix, containing practical cafes and obfer- 
vations. By Robert Jones, M.D. Lon- 
don. 

A letter to.Dr Robert Jones of Caermarthen- 
fhire, in anfwer. to the account which he has 
publifhed of the cafe of Mr John Braham-Ifaac- 
fon, ftudent of medicine, and to the injurious 
afperfions which he has thrown out againft the 
phyficians who attended Mr Ifaacfon. By An- 
drew Duncan, M.D. 8vo. London. | 
New thoughts on medical ‘eleGtricity ; or an 
attempt to difcover the real ufes of electricity in 
medicine ; including a very remarkable cafe ; 
in two letters to a friend. 8vo. London. 

_ An inquiry into the nature of the venereal 
poifon, and the remedies,made ufe of to prevent 
its. effects, principally with refpe& -to lotions, 
‘pomades, and injections ; addreffed 
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to young men, By 7. Clubbe, Surgeon at Ipf- 
wich, 8vo.. London. a 

A letter addrefled to Dr Stevenfon of New. - 
ark, occafioned bya poft{cript publithed in the 
fecond edition of. his medical cafes; with-re- 
marks on four letters written by Philip Thick- 


neffe, By Edward Harrifon, Member of 


the Royal Medical Society at Edinburgh. | 
_A medical and philofophical effay on the theo- 


ty of the gout. 8vo. London. 


An epiltle to Dr Falconer of Bath. me Phi- | 
lip Thickneffe. 8vo., London. 
Short ridures on the method of treatment 


recommended by Dr Dawfon, in the acute rheu- 
matifm. By 7 homas Sanden, M. ‘D. 


London. | 

An hitftorical fketch of medicine and furgery, 
from their origin to the prefent time; and of 
the principal authors, difcoveries, biidiaivaialicne 
and errors. By William Black, M.D.  8vo. 
London. 

Elements of the theory and prattice of me- 
dicine and furgery. By fobn fy M. D. 
8vo. London. 

An account of fome experiments on mercury, 


filver and gold, made at Guildford in May 1782, 


in the laboratory of James Price, M. D. F.R.S. 
To 
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To which is prefixed an abridgment of Boyle’s 
account of a degradation of gold. 4to. Oxford. 
Lettre fur les expériences des friftions gla- 

ciales, pour la guerifon de la pefte et autres ma- 
ladiés putrides. ' Par D. M. D. 
8vo. Paris. 

Catalogue fyftematique des et 
etranger’s, la plupart de l’Amerique fepteritrio- 
nale, cultivé dans le jardm Americain,‘a la terre 
de Madame la Comtefie de Hohenheim, et qui 
paffent hiver en plein champ. 16mo. Studgard. 

Defcription, ufage, et avantages de la machine 
pour reduire les fractures des jambes, mventée 
par Dom. Alb. Pieropan de Vicence: Par M. 
Mongez. 8vo. Paris. 

Notions elementaires de botanique, avec l’ex- 
plication d’une carte, compofée pour fervir aux 
cours publics de de ‘8vo. Di- 
Differtation chemique ke eaux minerales 
de Lorraine. Par Nicolas. 8vo. Paris. 
 Traité des eaux minerales.de Chateldon, de 
¢elles de Vichy et de Hauterive en Bourbonnois, 
ayec le detail de leurs proprietes medicinales et 
lepr.analyfe. Par MM. M.D. 12mo. 
Moulins, 
Effay_ 
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Effai fur les alimens, pour feryir de commen- 
taire aux livres Bor 
C. Lory, M. 1amo., Paris, | 

 Traité des proprietés et nfage. de, 
amere, ou folanum fcandens, dans Ja traitement 
de plufieurs maladies, et furtout des maladies 


dartreufes. Par M. Carnere. 8vo.. Paris... 


_.Memoires fur les obfervattons meteorolo- 


giques, faites 3. Franeker en Frife, pendant l’an- 


née 1779. Par M. Van Swinden. 8vo. . An- 
fterdam. 
Traité, péches, et hiftoire des poif- 
fons, ou des animaux qui vivent dans l’eau. Par 
M. Duhamel de Monceau. Vol. Ill. Se&. ix. oy 


aris. 
De Veleétricite du corps "ei dans Vetat de 


fanté et de maladie ;—ouvrage couronnée par 


Vacademie de Lyon; dans tequel on traite de 
Veleétricite de l’atmofphere, de fon influence, 
et de fes effets fur Peconomie animale. Par 
M. Abbé Bertholon de'S. Lazare. 12mo0. Paris. 
Differtation fur les avantages de Pallaitement 
des enfans par'leurs meres ; ouvrage qui.a eté 
couronné pat la faculté’ de médecine de Paris, 
datis fa feance publique, le 9 Decembre 1779. 

Par M. Landais. 8vo. Paris. — 
Differtatio 
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Differtatio medica de fenfibilitate offium mor- 
bofa, quam, |Prefide Adolpho Murray, fuftinuit — 
Laurentius Brandelius, M.A. 4to. Upfal. 

‘Henricit Palmatii Levelingii, Philof. et. Med. 
Doétor. Anat. Chirurg. et Inftit. Medic. in Uni- 
verfitate Anglipolitana Prof. publ. dc. Obferva- 
tiones anatomicz rariores, de valvula Euftachii 
et foramine ovali, quas pro gradu Doétoris de- 
fendit. Franc. Xavier de An- 
glipoli. | | 

Differtatio inauguralis de 
mercurii fublimati corrofivi in fiphylide efficaci 
tutoque ufu. G. Wiffkelly. 8vo. 
enna. 

Schonh. Lud. Fink de morbis biltofis anomalis, 
occafione epidemize, cujus hiftoria premiffa eft, 
ab anno 1776 ad 1781 in comitatu Teclinbur- 
genfi obfervate. 8vo. Muntter. 

Fafciculus animadverfionum, phyfiologici at- 
que mineralogico- -chemici argumenti.. Auctore 
Carolo-Henrico Koftlino, Phil. et t Med. Dott. 'C. 
4to. Stuttgard. 

Ignatii A. Born, Equ. Nat. Cur. - 
Petropolit. Lond. &'c. Sodalis, index rerum na- | 
turalium’ mufei Cefarei Vindobonenfis. Pars 
prima. Teftacea.. 8vo. Vienna. ce 

—Teftacea 
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ATeftacea ‘Vindobonenfis, “qua 


juffu Marie Augufte:: difpofuit et de- 


fcripfit Ignatius A. ‘Oe. Folio. 
Vienna. 

De limitanda latide librorum medicorum 
ticorum ufui populari ‘deftinatorum. Auétore 
J. A. Murray, M.D. et Prof. gto. Goettingen. 

Auuarium ad A/b. Halleri elementa phyfio- 

logiz corporis humani, excerptum ex nova edi- 
tione, et adaptatum veteri. 4to. Leipfic. 
Chemifch phyfifche fchriften, i. ¢. chemico- 
phyfical effays.' By Francis-Chartes Achard, Pro- 
feflor of Chemiftry and Member of the Acade- 
my of Sciences at Berlin. 8vo. Berlin. . 

Von der wurkung des mohnfaffts in der luft- 
fcuche, i. ¢. of the effects of opium in the vene- 
real difeafe; to which is added fome obferva- 
tions relative to the difeafes and natural hiftory 
of North America. By Fobn-David Schepf, 
M. D. Phyfician to the troops of Anfpach-Bay- 
reuth. With a preface by the editor, T. Delius, 
M. D. and Profeffor. 8vo, Erlangen. ms 
| Sammlungen zur phyfik und ‘naturgefchichte 


von einigen Leibhabern deifer Wiffenfchaften, 
a collection of traéts on natural philofophy 
gad natural hiftory. Vol. 1. 8vo. Leipfic. 


Aryneykundige 


>. 


42 M ED'ICAL 
Aryneykundige abhandlungen heraufgegeben 


von dem collegio des aerzte in London, 


_. Medical tranfattions publifhed by the College of 
 Phyficians in’ London. Tranflated from the 
Engilith by D.C. Kraufe. 8vo. Leipfic. 


Verhandelingen van het Batavinafch genoot- 


fchapen, i: e.’ Memoirs of the academy of arts 
fciences at Batavia. . 8vo. Batavia. 


~Der aryt fur liebhaber der fchoenheit, i. 
The phyfician for the "beauty. 8vo. 


Cafes relative to medical jurifprudence. By 


M. Metzer, M.D. &c. Koning tberg. 
-Einleitungin die pharmacie, i. e. An introduc- 
tion to pharmacy. By Fobn-Frederick Gmelin, 
M. D. Profeffor of Chemiftry in the univerfity 
of &c. 8vo. Nuremberg. 
der colik von Poitou, i. diflertarions on 
the colic of Poitou. Tranflated into German 
from the Latin of De Haen, Grafhuys, Tron- 
chin, and Strack, by C. #. Schweder. 8vo. Co- 


penhagen. | 


Tratado de. materia medica 


interga y externa, que explica los medicamentos 


naturales 


str. 
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naturales o fimples afi como las: preparaciones 
chimicas las mas ufuales, fus dofis, fu modo de 
obrar, los cofos donde convienn,. y fus formulas, — 
con un fupplemento a lo ultimo. : Par Don Sven 
Rance, M.D. 4to. Barcelona. . 

Diflertacion fobre el fen de Efpana, pruebafe 
come efpecificamente no es diftinto del Alexan- 
drino U oriental; y explicanfe fus virtudes en Ja 
medicina, fu cultivo, &’c. a que fe annade la la- 
mina de la planta. -Par Don Salvador Scliva,- 
M.D. 8vo. Madrid. 

Lettere fopra A. Corn. Celfo, al ctl Abate 
Girolamo Terabofchi. $vo. Rome. 

Parere medico-legale fopra un fetoa, &c. i. ¢. 


a medico-legal confultation concerning a fcetus 


that came into the world after a pregnancy of 
196 days. By Lewis Bef, M.D. 4to. Flo- 
rence. 

P.M. Augufti Brouffnet, Medicine Doftoris, 
Societatis Regiz Londinenfis Monfpelienfis 
Socii, Ichthyologia, fitens pifcium 
eticones. 4to.: London. 

_ Lorberni Bergman, Chemiz Prof. Upf. et Equi- 
tis aurati regii ordinis de Wafa, Opufcula phyf- 
ca et chemica, pleraque feorfim antea edita, jam 
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ab auétore colleda, revifa,.et aucta. Vol. 
Cum tabulis eneis. 8vo. Upfal. iT 

Nicol. Rigler, Phyfici Ducatus Bielicenfis.in Si- 
lefia Auftriaca, Conttitutio epidemica annorum 
1775; 1776, 1778, 1779. Adjectis nonnullis fe- 
leGtioribus cafibus. praéticis. 8vo. Breflaw. 

_ Differtatio inauguralis de fanguinis miffione in 
putridis. Auctore Ru- 
dolpho. gto. Gottingz. 

Obfervationum obftetriciarum de partu, clu- 
nibus preeviis peracto decas. Auctore Georgio- 
Gulielmo Spangerberg. gto. Gottingz. 

Pharmacopoeia pauperum in ufum inftituti 
clinic: Hamburgenfis, edita a Societate Medica. 
Svo. Hamburgh. 

Aéta Societatis Jablonoviane, varii argumen- 
ti, ab anno 1775 ad annum 1779. Tom. V. 
4to. Leipfic. | 

Differtatio phyfica de aqua. Auétore Chri/t. 
Fred. Parrot. ato... Erlangen. i 

Tentamen phyfiologicum de motibus volunta- 
riis. Auctore Claudio Blaize. to. 
Nancy. 
Chriftiani Theophili Krafszeinteinii, Prof, Phyfi- 


ces in univerfitate Haffnienfi, Tentamen refol- 


vendi problema ab academia propofitum: Qua- 
lis 
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lis fit natura et charaéter fonorum littetarum vo- 
calium, a, ¢, i, 0,0? an conftrui-queant inftru- 
menta, fonos illos 4to. Petro- 
poli. 

Differtatio de Rerilitate 
Audtore Bafl. Klutf{chatew. ato... Fribourg. 

Differtatio inauguralis medica, exponens  vul- 
nerum, cum deperditione fubftantiz, medelam. 

Differtatio, medica, de 
nervorum, obfervationes quafdam fingu- 
lares. Audtore. F. Bruckmann, .Got- 
tingee. | 
Medicina clinics. Chri 
Selle, M.D. 8vo.. Berlin. 

Aéta academiz fcientiarum imperialis Petro- 
politanz, pro anno 1778. Pars et 
rior. 4to. Petropoli. : 

Hiftoire de l’academie royale des: an- 
née 17773; avec les memoires de mathematique 
et de phyfiqne pour la‘meme année. Tirés des 
regiftres de cette academic. 4to. A Paris. 

Hiftoire de l’academie royale des {ctences, an- 
née 17785 avec les memoires de mathematique 
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et de phyfique pour la meme.année. Tirés des 
repiftres de cette academic. 4to. A Paris. 
Noveaux memoires de l’academic royale des 
fciences et belles lettres, année 1780; avec 
ftoire pour la meme année. 4to. A Berlin. — 
Differtationes' medicz: -inaugurales,- quas ex 
auctoritate Reverendi admodum Viri Gulielmi 
Robertfon, S. S..T. P. Academiz Edinburgenzx 
 Preefe&ti, nec non ‘ampliffimi Senatus academici 


confenfu, et nobiliflime Facultatis medice decre- 


to, pro gradu Doétoratus fummifque in medicina 


_. honoribus et privilegiis rite et legitime confe- 


quendis, eruditorum examini fubjecerunt, ad 
diem 12 Septembris 1781. 

Jacobus Home, Britannus, de fcorbuto. 

Gulicimus Harrifon, Britannus, de vene- 
rea. 

Joannes Johniton, Scoto-Britannus, de apo- 
plexia fanguinea. 

Archibaldus Lindfay, de plantarum 
incrementi caufis. 

Gulielmus. Lifter, Britannus, de fermenta- 
tione. 

Georgius Maclenachan, Hibernus, de vino. 


Carolus Stuart, de ner- 


voli officiis. 


Joannes 
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 Joannes Winterbottom, Anglus; de vafis ab- 
forbentibus. 
Ad-diem 24 Junii 1782. 
Gulielmus Corp, de phthifi pone: 
nali. 
Jo. Radulphus Fenwick, Anglus, de plethora. oo 
Gulielmus Gourlay, Scotus, de eryfipelate. 
Harper Hall, ex infula Barbada, de melzna. 
Edvardus Hart, Hibernus, de morbis mam- 
Georgius Paton, Scotus, de typho graviore 
4 petechiali. 
Andreas Sayers, Hibernus, de menorrhagia. 
Jonathan Stokes, sae de aere dephlogifti- 
cato. 


Ad diem 12 Septembris 1782. | 
Daniel Bryan, Hibernus, de animi affectibus. 
q Georgius Daniel, Anglus, de cynanche typho. 

Samuel de Butts, Hibernus, de aeris affeQi- 
bus. 
Thomas Evory, Hibernus, de puerpera- 
rum. 
Jacobus Forfythe, Hibernus, de pneumonia. 
Henricus Garde, Hibernus, de catarrho. 
Jacobus Hare, Scotus, de fyncope. 
Philippus Holland, Anglus, de mente. 
Vou. VIII. Jacobus 
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Jacobus Hutghinfon, Britannus,  febrium 


mutatione. 
Andreas: Marhhall, Scotus, de militum falute 


tuenda.. 
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Bpomewn, obfervations on opening, Page go 
Aery, Dr Thomas, hiftofy of a cafe of hydroce- 
phalus fuccefsfully treated by mefcury; 232 
| Agues, cure of, 167, 250 
Air contained in Buxton waters, (3697 
Affections, convulfive, indrced from uncommon caufe, 364 — 

Antipathy, obfervations on, 150 
Anthelmintics, applied to earth-worms, 336 
| 
Bath, vapour, its ufe in hydrocephalus internus, 106 
| Bell, Mr Andrew, preparing #atomical tables, 391 
Berkenhout, Dr, his pharmacopecia, new work on the 
| of, 415 
Biffet, Di, account of remarkable ref{pect- 
; ing an old woman, 37% 
Black, W. obfervations medical and political on the 
{mall pox, 141 
Blackall, Andrew, account of his death, 113 
Bohadfch, Jo. differtation on medical electricity, 


Borthwick, Mr George; account of the fuccefsful ope- 
ration of the trepan, 329 

Botanical Society, their tranflation of the genera and 
fpecies plantarum of Linnzus, 377 

Botanical work to be publifhed in Ruffia, account of, 403 


Bougie, method of preparing, 33 
Brugmans, 
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cure of, 30, 48 


Buxton waters, experiments 
C. 
Czfarian operation, remarks on, 102 
Cairncrofs, Mr Andrew, account of the furprifing reco- 
very of a private foldier in Gibraltar, 996 
Camper, Monf. P. differtation on the advantages of 
inoculation, 129 
- Canine madnefs, obfervations on, 304 
Chancre, cure of, 50 
Chordee, cure of, 47 
Clap, treatment of, 27,42 
Concretion, calcareous, difcharge of, © 329 
Convulfive affections, induced from uncommon caufe, 364 
Cranium, fracture of, 296 


Cullen, Dr, third volume of his Firft Lines of the 
Practice of Medicine, | 


392 

D. 
Dandelion, medicinal virtues of, 3 ure. | 
Dawfon, Dr Thomas, death of, | | 417. 


Deafe, Mr William, obfervations on the different me- 
_thods of treating the venereal difeafe, 9s 
Delius, Henr. Fridr. differtation on the medicinal vir- 


tues of taraxacum, 35 

Difpenfatory, Dr Lewis’s improved edition, 

Dropfy, new method of treatment, 
| 


Drowned 


| 
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Brugmans, Antonius, obfervations magnetifm and. 
magnetic affinity, Page 202 
| 
| 


Drowned-perfons, diflertation on, Pape 162 
Drummend, Dr Alexander, account of, 426 
Deguid- -Lellie, Dr Peter, account of, 
Dura and pia mater, fenfibility of, 
_ Dyfentery, remarks on, 286 
twenty cafes of, 29% 
F, 
Eafon, Dr Alexander, cafe of hydrocephalus faccefsful- 
ly treated by mercury, 7 | 325 
Electricity, its ufe in rheumatifm, 314 
Extraction of a fplinter by the trepan, 322 
F. 
Febrile fympathy and eonfent, remarks on, 1590 
Fever, jail, account of, 190 


Fitzgerald, Dr Samuel, hiftories of two ale The 
difcharge of a calcareous concretion, and the extrac- 


tion of the bones of a fetus by the rectam, § | 329 
Fitzpatrick, Dr, account of convulfive affections, 364 
Fetus, extraction of, by the rectum, 

Fowler, Dr Thomas, experiments on anthelmintics ap- 

plied to earth-worms,_—- 336 

of the cranium, 296 
G. 

Gaubius, Hieronymus David, account of his death, III 

Glafgow univerfity, legacy from Dr Hunter, | 433 

Gleet, cure of, 28 


Gold, experiments on, 


Gonorrhea, 
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Gonorrhea, cure of, Page 29, 


Guthrie, Dr Matthew; onthe plague, quay: 
Hinton, Dr Alexander, treatifé of midwifery, §2 
- _ ——— preparing a fecond edition of 
his elements of the practice of 391 
Harveian foeiety, annual prize for 1781; 408 
— annual prize for 1782,,5 
_Heifham, Dr John, account of the jail-fever; 190 
Henry, Mr, tranflating Baumé’s chemiftry,. =. . 384 
Henry, Thomas, method of ee water at fea | 
from putrefaction, &c.. 
Houlfton, Dr, obfervations on canine 304 
Hunter, Dr William, account of, . 426 7 
fuccefsfully treated by mercury, 325.332 
internus, treatment of, 
Hydrophobia, obfervations on, | 304 
1. 
Jackfon, Dr Seguin-Henry, treatife on n Symp, 150 
Jail-fever, obfervations on, 190 
Inoculation of the poor, plan at Liver: 
pool, 393 
Inoculation, obfervations on, 129, 133, 211, 213 ; 
Journal, medical, at Stockholm, a¢count of, 109 
9 
Kilgour, 
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Mr Thoms, biftory of cafe in which ¥ worms 
_ in the nofe were removed by the ufe of 


Leighton hiftory of of 
cured by eleétricity, 314 
Lewis, Dr, improved edition of his difpenfatory, 415 
Lieutaud, Dr Jofeph, account of his death, 
ee ‘account of tranflation of his ge- 
“mera and {pecies ‘plantarum, 377 
Lues venerea, treatment of, as 
forty-fix cafes of, 1867 
M. 
Mr R. facts and on 
medical fubje’s, 247 
*M‘Nab, Mr John, letter refpeéting the: of cold 
which freezes mercury, 393 
-Madnefs, canine, obfervations on, . 304 
Magnetic affinity, obfervations on, 202 


¢ Makittrick-Adair, Dr. James, on regimen 


and preparation under inoculation,. and treatment of 


‘natural {mall pox, in the Weft Indies, 
Medical and political obfervations on the {mall pox, 
. Medical journal at Stockholm, account of, — Fog 
Medical fubjects, obfervations on, : 247 
Medical electricity, differtation on, 7 
Mercury, 
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Mercury, experimentson, = Page 196 


——— its ufe in hydrocephalus, $25,332 
its ufe in canine madnefs, 270 
_—_ — in lues venerea, 34, 273 
Midwifery, treatife of, 52 
Monro, Dr Alexander, account of his works, 384 
Mufeum, Dr Hunter’s, how left, 432 
| | N. 
Nachtigal, Jo. Wences,. differtation on drowned per- 
fons, 
O. 
‘Old woman, remarkable particulars refpecting, 371 
Operation, Cefarian, remarks on, , 102 
P. 
Paris, medical and anatomieal publications at, . 389 
Pattiffon, Mr Jacob, account of his death, 4ir 
‘Paxton, Mr Richard, obfervations on opening the ab- 
domen and thorax, go 
Pearfon, Dr, account of experiments made on Buxton 
waters, 367 
Periofteum and pericranium, fenfibility of, . 20 
Peruvian bark, red, ufe of, in agues, ° 167 
Pharmacoperia, new edition of, 392 
Pharynx, cafe where wounded, 
Phymofis and paraphymofis, cure 29 
Plague, obfervations on, 345 
Plague, 
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Plague; fymptomsof, Kage 
Pleura and peritoneum, fenfibility of, 
Pox, {mall, obfervations on, 129, 133, 141, 211 
French, treatment of, 25, 
Price, Dr James, account of enperinenes on mercury, 
_filver, and gold, -376 
Pringle, Sir John, ‘account of, 416 
Prize-queftions propofed by the Royal Society of Me- — 
dicine of Paris, 412 
——— propofed by the Harveiani Society for 
1781, 1782, 1783, . 409, 410 
—— - propofed by the Society of Scientes at 
Haerlem, 413 
—— propofed by Dr Hawes, 414, 
Pubes, cutting fymphyfis of, | 95 
Publications, new, 377, 384, 389,390, 391, 392 
Quarantines, obfervations on, 345 
R. 
Radniczky, Ig. on the infenfibility of tendons, - 16 
| Rectum, extraction of the bones of a fetus, “ g29. 
Ring, John, new method of treating the dropfy, - 83 
Rheumatifm, cured -by electricity, | 314, 
Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris, premium for dif- 
covering procefs for decompofing fea-falt, 412 
— —— prize-diflertation 
for the year 1783, 
_ Ryan, Dr Dennis, account of, 420 
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Ryan, Dg:Dennis, cafe where the 


Saunders, Dr William, obfervations on the faperior ef=**':* 


Silver, experiments on, ‘ 
Simmons, Samuel-Foart, othe core of 
the gonorrhea, 42 
‘Small pox, inoculation of, . ¥33, 141, 210 
natura, 
Solander, Dr Daniel, account of, = 4 
Splinter, extraction of, by the trepan, | 322 
Strargury, venereal, cure of, 

Swelled tefticle, cure of, 46 
Sympathy, treatife on, 150 
Symphyfis of the pubes, cutting of, - 95 
Siphylis, treatment of, : 25 
——— forty-fix cafes of, 267 

Te 
Tables of vermifuges, 342 
— forty-fix cafes of ues venerea, 267 
twenty-fix cafes of dyfentery, a 
Taraxacum, medicinal virtues of, 35 
Tartar emetic, ufe of, in agues, 250 
Tendons, infenfibility of, 36 
Thorax, obfervations on opening, 90 
Tobacco, medicinal ufe of, ’ | 75 
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Water, method of preferving it at fea, 63 
method of impregnating it with quicklime, 
Waters, Buxton, experiments on, 
Weft Indies, treatment of {mall poxin, 
Worms, earth, anthelmintics applied to, 936 


129,133, 
Venereal difeafe, obfervations oa different 

thods of cure, | 25 
Vermifuges, tables of, 


Y. 


Yeaft, artificial, method of preparing, 72 
Young, Dr Thomas, account of, 422 
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